The Stars Shine on “Star Island” in JARC’s Production of “Mamma Miami”.
On Sunday, April 11, twenty-seven actors with special needs performed in a production of “Mamma Miami”.  For a third year, the Jewish Association for Residential Care partnered with Exceptional Theatre Company to teach adults with special needs all aspects of theatre.  The actors have been meeting weekly since October to prepare for their moment to shine.  Under the direction of Debbie Lombard, of Exceptional Theatre Company, the actors chose the theme, characters and music of their play.  Then, with the assistance of student volunteer “shadows’ from local schools, they developed the script for “Mamma Miami”.  Based upon the musical, Mamma Mia, they set their own unique spin on the tale, which was set on Star Island and featured a cast that included several Star Island celebrities including Madonna, Gloria and Sly.  Michelle Kingan and Scott Goldenberg starred in the roles of Sophie and Sky.  The student volunteers, called “shadows” assisted the actors weekly in learning their lines.  They went on stage with the actors to “shadow” them and provide them with their lines when needed.  Most of the student volunteers have been involved with the group for the past two years.  Nancy Freiwald, Community Outreach Director for JARC noted that this group of student volunteers from Eagles Landing Middle School, Spanish River High School and West Boca High School are some of the most dedicated volunteers.  “It is refreshing to see young people giving up their free time to assist in this program”.  
Debbie Lombard of Exceptional Theatre Company said “the increase in self-confidence among the actors is amazing.”  “The actors are already planning for their next production.”  Previously, this group staged productions of “Grease” and “Wizard of Odds; Lost in Las Vegas”.
ABOUT JARC: JARC, an independent 501 © (3) organization and a founding member agency of the Jewish Federation of South Palm Beach County, is a nonprofit, non-sectarian organization that operates 10 group homes for adults with developmental disabilities. The homes are located in the Boca Raton/Delray Beach area of South Florida. JARC also offers apartment living for those who do not require 24-hour supervision as well as vocational training in its state-of-the-art Mel & Elaine Stein Living and Learning Center, supported employment services, outsourcing services for local businesses as well as community education programs. http://jarcfl.org/
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