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As Birtukan Mideksa stood against
lawlessness and dictatorship and for
Freedom, Democracy and Ethiopian
Unity, it is high time for all Ethiopians
to stand in solidarity with her and her
cause. It is high time we mobilize hold-
ing hand in hand to secure the release
of this great leader. If not us who? If
not now when?
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What can you do to secure her
release?

Call the following numbers and express
your concern that she is a prisoner of
conscience, detained solely for the
peaceful exercise of her right to freedom
of expression & association.
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State Department: Ethiopian Desk
(202) 647-6473
State Department: Switch Board

Prisoner
(202) 647-4000

The White House: Switch Board Of
(202) 456-1414
Senator Barbara Boxer: Washington DC C 7
(202) 224-3553 onscience
Senator Dianna Feinstein: Washington DC
(202) 224-3841
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Birtukan Mideksa —The Lawyer
Birtukan Mideksa is a 34 years old
mother of a four year old daughter and
caring for a 74 years mother. She
graduated Yekatit 12 High School and
then from Addis Ababa University in
LAW. She was a prominent judge and
practicing attorney. Therefore, she is
familiar with the law of the land.
Clearly, she had presided over numer-
ous cases as a judge and also repre-
sented many clients diligently as an at-
torney. One can accurately argue that
Judge Birtukan follows the letter of the
law strictly, and interprets the law in
accordance with the Constitution. Con-
sequently, when one of the most power-
ful man in Ethiopia, the former Defense
Minister Seye Abraha, accused of a bo-
gus corruption charges and appeared
before her, despite the relentless coer-
cion and pressure from her superiors to
convict him without sufficient evidence,
Judge Birtukan did what her oath, her
profession, and her position mandates
of her-she released the Minister uncon-
ditionally and dismissed the charges
against him. Judge Birtukan showed
courage and stood for truth notwith-
standing being sent to prison, termi-
nated from her job, or serious bodily
harm, and even credible death threats.

She stood for the rule of law.

Birtukan Mideksa — The first
Ethiopian
woman political leader

Birtukan knew that political reforms
are needed to change the legal system
of Ethiopia which is controlled by the
ruling party. She decided to be in-
volved in politics became the first vice
chairwoman of the CUD (Coalition for
Unity and Democracy) in 2005. Two
years later in June 2008 she was
elected Chairwoman of a newly
formed, replacing the former Kinijit
(““CUD™), Unity for Democracy and Jus-
tice Party (“UDJ”).

Birtukan Mideksa — The prisoner

of Conscience

Opposition parties almost certainly
won a majority of seats in parliament
during the 2005 elections, but the gov-
erning TPLF stopped the ballot count-
ing and then declared itself winner.
Peaceful protests such as strikes and
demonstrations were declared illegal.
Nevertheless, citizens of Addis Ababa
peacefully exercised these inalienable
human rights that belong to them.
They engaged in a peaceful city-wide
stay-at-home strike. They tried to or-
ganize peaceful (actually mild) demon-
strations. The TPLF then Kkilled hun-
dreds, detained thousands and incar-
cerated opposition leaders including
Birtukan Mideksa in November 2005.
After intense traditional elders
“mediation” Birtukan was released
from the notorious Kaliti prison in Au-
gust 2007. That was not the end for
Birtukan. She is again illegally ar-
rested and is currently in prison to
serve a life sentence without any court
order or due process of law following
her recent warrantless arrest.



