Helpful Hints for New Parents

1. Mark all items of clothing and personal effects — Either with sew on labels, laundry or
permanent marker, even engrave initials on personal items. This assists with identifying lost
property, sorting laundry and personal items from going “missing”.

2. Purchase a medium size lockable metal lock (tool) box that can fit under their bed. You can
get these from hardware stores or auto accessory stores.

3. Purchase at least 3 medium size padlocks (with keys). Give 2 to your child and 1 to us as a
spare. Spare keys are to be given to staff as a back up for when their key goes “missing”. If you're
going to buy a combination lock, get a good quality one as cheap locks are easily opened. Small
portable heavy duty metal safes can be purchased from Bunnings, Kmart and places like Tandy.
They come with a key and with an electronic key pad. They can be purchased for under $60. We
provide a lock box to every student which stays in the staff office for the safe keeping of valuables.

4. How much pocket money? Well, we suggest that year 8 to10s should be restricted to between
$10 and $20 per week. For year 11s and 12s, no more than $30. Ultimately this is entirely up to
you, but the less cash floating in the dorm area the better. We do insist that large amounts of cash
be handed into staff to place in their lock box or left in their bank account.

5. Stereo systems. Please keep these to shelf / portable size systems. Sub woofers are not
acceptable in such confined living areas and will be sent home. Doubling up and saving space by
using a computer with speakers for music is the best idea.

6. Computers — Purchasing a computer primarily for school work is a good idea. A lap top is even
better (space wise). Computers are getting cheaper by the hour with places like DELL, Harvey
Norman and others are selling base desk tops for under $600. Try second hand computers, there
are a number of good quality items out there and also look at getting a flat screen rather than a
CTV monitor (again, for space reasons). The college has 12 computers for general study use.

7. Internet — There are a few computers that have internet access available for student research.
The school has a wireless system that is cabled to the college that students can connect to on
their computers that have a wireless receiver. Although the system has its moments, having a
quality receiver and compatible with the college transmitter will help. Ask the salesman that you
need an internet card compatible with or the same as D-Link or Net Gear. Note some computers
come with a pre-installed internet cards that may not fully work at the college.

8. Nick-knacks — Pocket knives, tool sets, laser lights, matches, lighters, things that shoot things or
anything else James Bond would use are not tolerated at the college and will be confiscated.
Please tell your son /daughter to leave these items or similar at home.

9. Laundry — Laundry tubs or baskets are a good idea as these are very useful at keeping dirty
clothes off the floor and make it easier to transport laundry items across campus. Please buy liquid
laundry soaps as opposed to powders as it ends up everywhere other than in with the clothes.
Also if you buy them laundry soap please explain to them the difference between concentrated
and regular liquids. Also bring pegs. Alternatively, take advantage of the town laundry service
offered by the college which is included in your fees. Teach your child how to use a washing
machine i.e. how much powder to use and separating colours etc. Pink socks and t-shirts are very
un-cool. (We will also show them but hitting them from both ends will help in this area.)

10. Telstra 1800REVERSE — This service is a great idea where students can call home free of
charge on the college phones with the cost being directed to your home account.
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Mobile phones — Love them or hate them they’re here to stay. Students may have 1 (ONE) phone
only at the college but by all means do not have to have one. They are restricted to the times they
can be used and will be confiscated for a set period if their use is abused. Pre-paid deals are best
so that they do not clock up a huge surprise bill. Mobiles have their benefits for that instant
communication but can also be over relied upon (electronic apron strings). Your child may end up
on the phone for every little issue they have that tends to circumnavigate staff being able to deal
with an issue or incident effectively. | personally feel that year 8's do not “need” a mobile phone for
their first year as they have access to public phones at the college, they also tend to loose their
phones, break them, use up the credit in an instant and if they are homesick, call you up, instead
of staff being able to help them out. Also avoid purchasing camera phones as these have been
used inappropriately in the past and down the track may end up being banned altogether.

Food and Snacks — These can be provided to your child as we all know what a teenagers
appetite can be like and the college can not provide food on tap 24/7. All food purchased will need
to be stored in a large sealable plastic container and can be stored in their cupboards. Please
purchase only snack type foods and those that come in individual servings, this way the food item
is eaten there and then and no open packs need to be stored. If we can also watch the amount
and type of snack food supplied as some students cupboards seem to stock more goods than the
local deli. Home cooked baked goods are always welcome but are best served and wrapped in
individual portions if possible.

Bedding — Purchase a distinctive doona cover that your child will be able to identify if it ends up in
the lost property box. Also stick to one colour for linen and mark each sheet and pillow case clearly
in large print with their name. And likewise, linen with an odd pattern or colour is easily identifiable,
however, W.C Eagles or Collingwood designs are not acceptable and will be returned home.

Cup and spoon — Students need a cup and spoon for supper in the evenings. The flask like travel
cups with a lid are a good option and can be purchased for a reasonable price. A spoon is also
needed with a pack of thick plastic picnic type table spoons being the best buy. They are cheap,
come in packets of 10 or so and can be re-used until they get lost or damaged.

IPODS / MP3s / DVDs / X-Box / Play Stations etc. You may bring these items, however this is
done AT YOUR OWN RISK. We accept that these are the gadgets of this generation and hence
have made provisions for their use at the college. In saying this though, they are also desirable to
others especially IPODS and MP3 players. See if your contents insurance policy covers such
items.

Medications — All medication needs to be handed into the supervisors. We will dispense
prescribed and “over the counter” medicines and record the details. Students are asked to provide
their own over the counter pain relief medication such as Panadol, hay fever medication, cough
lollies etc. We will generally only provide first aid materials. We will provide Panadol / cough
mixture etc in the interim if your child does not have any. Also look at purchasing tinea foot
powder.

Medical and other appointments — If you make an appointment for the dentist, doctor,
hairdresser etc please, if possible, try to avoid making a booking during school hours, in particular
avoid Wednesdays, as staff are attending meetings or are off duty during the day.

FAX machines — The purchase of a fax machine would help a great deal when becoming a
boarding parent for applying for leave and for us to send off school forms that need a parent
signature etc. A budget fax / copier machine can be purchased for under $100.

Packing — Keep items that you bring to a minimum as you can always top things up as the term
progresses. Students can decorate their rooms with posters, desk lamps, books, framed pictures
etc but again keep it to a minimum. (There is however, always room for an extra Dockers poster)

20. We are here to help, so for any further information feel free to call staff on 98811066
at any time.
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