Hi to all;
 

Our trip, doing the Great LOOP, has started out great. My sister Phyllis and her husband Linzey traveled with us to the Albemarle Sound, the mouth of the Alligator River.  They were with us a week and I think that we all had a wonderful time.  We made stops at Wrightsville Beach, Beaufort, Belhaven, The Alligator River Marina (where Phyllis and Linzey left), Norfolk, Hampton, and the boat is currently in Horn Harbor Marina just off the south-east shore of the Chesapeake Bay.  We have met lots of great people, seen many places we would not have otherwise seen, and enjoyed traveling.  I think that I have been most impressed by the covered boat docks and the restored wooden boats under the covered slips (I have attached a photo of an example).  We had a great stop in Hampton, VA.  The Virginia Air & Space Museum was very enjoyable.  I think that Kay has been most impressed by the waves on the Chesapeake Bay!  We had a bumpy time mid-day last week and ducked in for shelter at Horn Harbor.  Both of us have been surprised by how busy we have been, meeting people, seeing the area we are in, planning the next day, etc.  That is the only excuse that I have for taking two weeks to send out the first e-mail.  Not sure when the next one will be sent.  We made a quick trip home to visit the grandchildren and children over Memorial Day weekend, and will return to C-Life on Wednesday to continue our adventure.  Friends of ours, Charlie & Miffi, came by to see us in Horn Harbor and we decided to ride back to Southport with them for a quick visit.  
____________________________________________________________________________________

We returned to C-Life on May 27 after a quick trip back home to North Carolina, and the weather had indeed improved.  On Wednesday the 28th we made a run up the Chesapeake Bay to Sullivan's Island and enjoyed a bowl of Maryland Crab chowder at a restaurant that we had visited before, the Captain's Table.  On Friday we then boated to Baltimore.  Between Sullivan's Island and Baltimore we passed the three mast schooner under sail that I attached the photo of.  Upon arriving in the Inner Harbor at Baltimore we were treated with docking very close to a 308 foot four mast square sail vessel from Spain.  The sailing vessel is used by Spain as part of the training of their future naval officers.  A photo of it is also attached.  While in Baltimore we visited boating friends Bob & Barbara Kassel and Jim and Cathy Fisher.  Great to see them again.  The Inner Harbor at Baltimore was different from any place that I have ever visited.  It was so alive with activity.  Everything from "Little Italy", their aquarium, food establishments everywhere, science museum, water taxis, several civil war forts, boating activities, not to mention the home of the Baltimore Orioles and Baltimore Ravens just 3 blocks away.  I told Kay it was like Disney World with no fence and no ticket required.  We did take in a tour of Camden Yards, home of the Orioles, and at the game on Monday saw the Orioles beat the Red Sox.  We enjoyed Baltimore so much we stayed there four days.  Yesterday, Tuesday, June 3, we made a run to Chesapeake City, Maryland, where we are now.  We are beside a man-made canal that connects the Chesapeake Bay with the Delaware River, the C&D Canal.  Built in the early 1800's originally with 4 locks, it has now been deepened and has no locks.  The Corps of Engineers has a museum here at Chesapeake City pertaining to the C&D Canal. In the museum, along with a lot of other items, is the oldest steam engine (150 horsepower, with a 3 foot by 7 foot steam piston) in the United States still on its original foundation.  The equipment was impressive, but the fact that it is still here in its original condition is equally impressive.  Weather permitting we will travel down the Delaware River/Bay to Cape May, New Jersey tomorrow. If the weather does not permit travel, we will be here another day.  If you have questions that we are not answering please let us know.
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________

What a great host John Calascibetta, a former Looper himself, and the Great Kill Yacht Club (GKYC) of Staten Island, New York, has been to a group of us Loopers.  Bases on an earlier posting on AGLCA e-mail, Kay and I, on C-Life, decided to take John up on his offer to visit GKYC.  We were treated with the best of hospitality by John and all members of the GKYC that we met.  What a great ambassador for AGLCA, boating, GKYC, and Staten Island, New York John has been.  Our host left no stone unturned (and no questions un-answered either), from great places to dine, use of his vehicle, directions to the local grocery, doctors, marine supply, etc., use of the NY bus system to downtown New York (for only $5), Broadway Plays, "5 o'clock tea time", not to mention a visit with John's lovely wife Julie, his partner on their LOOP experience in 2003-2004, and a tour of his current boat, a MJM 34Z Downeast, LAST TIME.  We ended up having a mini-Rendezvous with John at the GKYC.  C-Life was joined by 6 other Looper boats this week at the Great Kill Yacht Club, and all were treated with first class hospitality.  Joining us was Adagio (Dave & Marcy), Illusions (Billy & Patti), Distant Shores' (Bernie & Connie), Etcetera (Gold Loopers Ron & Linda), Y-Knot (Mark & Maureen), and Grace Full (Flint & Leslie).  Kay & I have had a wonderful 3 days on Staten Island, and now are moving on up the Hudson Rover, along with several of the other Loopers who stayed at GKYC.  Those of you who are still behind us are missing a real treat if you do not take John up on his offer to stay at the GKYC during your pass through New York.  John, we cannot thank you, The Great Kill Yacht Club, and all of the members that we met, enough, and would gladly repay you with southern hospitality the next time you visit Southport, NC.  Truly a big plus on our LOOP adventure, one that we will never forget!
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 Hello to all from Catskill, New York, just one day, approximately 40 miles, south of Albany, and the start of the Erie Canal.  Except for a few individual e-mails, and a summary of our stay at the Great Kill Yacht Club on Staton Island, New York, this will be the first update since Chesapeake City, Maryland, on the Chesapeake & Delaware (C&D) Canal.  You probably have no problem figuring out that the photographs are of ground zero in New York, The Boardwalk and the amusement park in Atlantic City, and C-Life in front of the Statue of Liberty.  
 

We left Chesapeake City and observed our first Bald Eagle of this trip sitting on a pole beside the canal.  We then boated down the Delaware River/Bay and came by the Salem Nuclear Power Plant.  We stayed one night at Cape May, NJ, and then on to Atlantic City.  We had a great time, went to the Trump Casino (Kay broke even, but I lost about $25, all on the quarter slot machines), the City Aquarium, and biked on the boardwalk.  From Atlantic City, on to New York and the Great Kill Yacht Club (described on the previous e-mail) for three days.  We left Staton Island, NY, and up the Hudson River.  WOW, all the shipping traffic, and off in the distance was the Statue of Liberty, the City skyline, right by Ellis Island, and on up the Hudson.  I saw what my Daddy saw when he came back from Europe after World War II, the New York Harbor and the Statue of Liberty.  On up the Hudson we then stopped for the night at Haverstraw, NY, marina, a 1000 wet slip marina, WOW.  On up the Hudson we passed by the Indian Point Nuclear Power Plant.  Last night we had dinner with Don and Linda White, a couple that we met at Nashville, Tennessee, while on vacation at Opryland Hotel and Resort.  Don and Linda told us then that they had a family marina on the Hudson River, and we kept their information and told them that we would see them again, and we did.  Then on up the Hudson, by and through, the Catskill Mountain Range, by West Point, and are here tonight at the village of Catskill, NY.  We continue to meet other boaters doing the LOOP, some that we have met along the way since leaving Southport, and some that we have not met before.
 

Weather and equipment permitting, it is on to Albany, NY, and the start of the Erie Canal.
 

Thanks for listening to our saga.
 

_____________________________________________________________________________

Several have told me that it is past time for another update.  Well, we have just been so busy!  We last left off at Catskill, NY.  Since then we have traveled the Erie Barge Canal, the Oswego Barge Canal, Crossed Lake Ontario, and traveled down (which is actually up) the St. Lawrence River, and are now at Clayton, New York, which is home of the Wooden Boat Museum.  We also made a trip back to Southport by car, picked up my truck at the Chesapeake Bay, got a grandchild "fix", visited our children and their families,  visited high school classmates Tom and Becky Roberts, visited with my Mom, and back to Clayton, NY.  We have indeed been busy.  Tomorrow we plan to cross the St. Lawrence River to Canada.  The entire trip is just WOW!  The first day on the Erie we went through 10 locks and were about 230 feet higher than we started the morning at.  We have now been through about 31 locks to get to Lake Ontario.  Lake Ontario, a large fresh water lake - no salt water, is crystal blue and over 600 feet deep in some places.  Thanks for enjoying our trip with us.
 

Robert & Kay
C-Life
______________________________________________________________________________ 

OK, since we last left you in Clayton, NY, we traveled further up the St. Lawrence river, on July 4th, to Alexandria Bay, NY, and docked at the Boldt Castle Boathouse, WOW!  We then entered Canada at 1:05 p.m. still on the 4th.  Our first stop in Canada was at Gananoque, Ontario, where we attended a playhouse production of Les Mise'rables (spelling).  Our 4th of July cookout was hotdogs & chips, with a red white & blue desert of strawberries, blueberries, and whipped cream with a fellow boater.  Our next stop was Kingston, Ontario, where I went to a steam engine museum (which was closed), a prison, yes a prison, museum, and a 1840's fort called Fort Henry, which was built to protect against an American invasion.  Kay went shopping.  There are lots more insects/spiders around freshwater lakes than we normally see around saltwater.  We are now in the Trent-Severn Waterway, which connects lake Ontario with Lake Huron (Georgian Bay), through a canal system of 45 locks.  We have completed 12 of the 45 so far.

The highest we have paid for diesel is $5.18 per gallon, which was in Clayton, NY.

The highest diesel price that I have seen in Canada is $1.85 per litre.  About $7.00 per gallon.

Cigarettes are $10.00 per pack of standard, $12.00 for premium.

Beer is $12.60 for a six-pack of Coors Light.

Tax on everything is 12%.

WOW!

 

 

Robert & Kay

C-Life
__________________________________________________________________________________

Our last update was from Campbellford, Ontario, and we had completed 12 of the Trent-Severn Waterway locks.  We are now at Orillia, Ontario, still on the Trent-Severn and have now completed through lock 41, but we did not go through lock 33 as it was to a side trip lake.  Two of the locks completed in the last two weeks were "lift locks".  We actually drive the boat into a large pool which is lifted 65 feet (at Peterborough), or lowered 45 feet (at Kirkfield), WOW!  With good weather we should be out of the Trent-Severn Waterway and into the Georgian Bay (northeast of Lake Huron) in a couple of days.  After leaving Campbellford we stopped at Hastings, where a convertible club was picnicking at the marina (including a '57 Chevy & a '61 vett).  We also went to a canoe paddle factory at Hastings.  We were entertained with a pop-opera concert and fireworks at Peterborough.  There are lots of blue herons and seagulls way up here.  In one very secluded area there was a church built on a rock only accessible by boat.  We saw a cruise boat whose "nose" folded so it would fit in the locks.  On Thursday, July 7, we were at the highest point of the trip, 840 feet 6 inches above sea level.  This weekend at Orillia we were entertained by 100+ mph boats, some approaching 150 mph doing a poker run, a Scottish Festival, and approx. 100 boaters participating in a bass fishing tournament today.  Tomorrow, weather permitting, it is on to the "Big Chute" rail lift where they will take our boat over land on a barge on a rail line, with the boat supported by slings, WOW!
 

Robert & Kay
C-Life
____________________________________________________________________________________
After completing 44 of the 45 locks of the Trent-Severn Waterway, which stretches approximately 245 miles across Ontario, Canada, connecting Lake Ontario with the Georgian Bay, we have arrived at Penetanguishene, Ontario, on the Georgian Bay.  The Georgian Bay is connected to, and lies northeast of Lake Huron.  Lock 33, which we did not travel through, connects the Trent-Severn Waterway with a side lake, which explains why we completed 44 of the 45 locks.  The final two locks will be two of our most memorable locks of the Trent-Severn.  Lock 44 is called the Big Chute, which is a rail barge, that lifts our boat out of the water, carries us over land where there is a hydro electric generating plant, and lowers us back into the water below the dam.  While we were lifted out of the water on the rail barge the lockmaster identified that we had propeller damage on our starboard propeller.  We have "bumped" debris numerous times since leaving Southport in May.  The damage is relative minor, is not causing any increased vibration, and we will just live with it for a while.  Having seen photos of Big Chute there was certainly anxiety as we were about to travel over it, but Big Chute ended up being the easiest of all the locks.  Lock 45 is the last lock on the waterway, located at Port Severn where we enter the Georgian Bay.  At each lock I have tried to talk the lockmaster out of his Canada Parks Service hat, it is the nicest hat that I have found for protecting my ears and neck from the daily sun rays.  At lock 45, the last lock, the lockmaster found an extra hat, a hat of an employee that no longer works there, and gave it to me!  He then let me operate the lock gates for other boaters passing through the locks, what a thrill.  We now get a month break from the locks.  The next lock will be after we pass Chicago, on the Illinois River.  At Penetanguishene, a small village on the Georgian Bay discovered by Champlain, we have stayed for a few days to "recharge" our and the boat batteries.  While here we have rested, attended a theatre stage production "Sorry - I'm Canadian", cleaned and repaired items on the boat, unwrapped a dock line that I wrapped on one of the propeller shafts while docking, and visited with other boaters and marina personnel.  Ten or more other boaters doing the Loop are here at the marina.
 

To encourage awareness of wildlife along the Trent-Severn Waterway, each lock gave to each boater that requested, their lock wildlife cards (like baseball cards).  There were a total of 35 different wildlife cards, some lock cards were duplicate of other locks cards.  The Parks Service was conducting a competition of who could collect all 35 different cards first.  Kay and I were the first in the Kawartha Lakes section of the waterway to collect all 35 cards, were awarded some prizes, and are featured along with two other winners on the Canada Parks Service web site, www.waterwaywildlife.com. 
 

Robert & Kay
C-Life
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Kay and I have spent the last 10 days navigating the Georgian Bay from Penetanguishene to Killarney, Ontario.  There were several small villages along the north shore of the Georgian Bay, a couple that we stopped at, but mostly we anchored out.  There are numerous bays and coves with deep, clear water in which to anchor.  We have anchored with other boats in a raft-up most of the time.  The water is crystal clear and surprisingly warm, I measured 73 degrees in one bay that we anchored, which is surprising to me, considering that it is frozen a meter thick in the winter.  Most of us, including Kay, went swimming one afternoon that we were anchored in a bay.  We went to Henry's Fish Camp one afternoon.  Henry's is built on a rock, right on the water, and seaplanes fly customers in for lunch or dinner at the Fish Camp.  We have periodically seen statues of people built of rocks, which we have learned are called Inukshuk and are built as trail or channel markers.  For several days we could see mountains off at a distance, which appeared to be snow covered.  As we got closer to the mountains, it became apparent that the "snow" was actually mountains of granite rock.  Some of the granite is pink and gives the appearance of an afternoon sun reflecting off the rocks.  The temperature here between the Georgian Bay and the North Channel is a high of mid 70's and lows at night of upper 50's to lower 60's.  Next week, weather permitting, we will travel the remote areas of the North Channel.
 

 

 

 



-

 

 

 

