Sent: Thursday, July 03, 2008 9:58 PM

Subject: C-Life from Clayton, NY - Canada Tomorrow

Several have told me that it is past time for another update.  Well, we have just been so busy!  We last left off at Catskill, NY.  Since then we have traveled the Erie Barge Canal, the Oswego Barge Canal, Crossed Lake Ontario, and traveled down (which is actually up) the St. Lawrence River, and are now at Clayton, New York, which is home of the Wooden Boat Museum.  We also made a trip back to Southport by car, picked up my truck at the Chesapeake Bay, got a grandchild "fix", visited our children and their families,  visited high school classmates Tom and Becky Roberts, visited with my Mom, and back to Clayton, NY.  We have indeed been busy.  Tomorrow we plan to cross the St. Lawrence River to Canada.  The entire trip is just WOW!  The first day on the Erie we went through 10 locks and were about 230 feet higher than we started the morning at.  We have now been through about 31 locks to get to Lake Ontario.  Lake Ontario, a large fresh water lake - no salt water, is crystal blue and over 600 feet deep in some places.  Thanks for enjoying our trip with us.
 

Robert & Kay
C-Life
 
Robert, 
We are near the end of the Trent Severn Waterway, a few miles from the Kirkland Lift lock.  Yesterday, we passed through 12 locks and traveled 40 miles.  A very tiring day, due to the winds while in the upper lock.  We now have 12 locks left, and they are all locking down.
Fill your tanks before You get to Canada.  Fuel is over $6 gal.
We will be in Orillia tomorrow evening, and will spend the weekend there.  We will enter the Georgian Bay on Tuesday.
Navigating the Trent Severn is challenging, but the depths are consistently above 6'.  The grass is thick if You get out of the main channel.  The boat traffic increases significantly on the weekend, so we pick a location and spend the weekend there.
We have been very satisfied with the places we have docked.  We have not spent any nights at the lock walls.  
Look at our blog (lorenzodelois.com); all of the marina stops on the Trent were very good.  The biggest problem we had was leaving.  We were enjoying ourselves so much that we did not want to leave.
If You do not have one already, buy a Ports Cruising Guide for the Trent Severn and Lake Simcoe.  It is a very good book, and the coupons will save You several hundred dollars in docking fees.  
We hope to be in Mackinac City by the first weekend in Aug.  My daughter graduates on Aug 6, and I do not want to leave the boat in Canada while we are home for two weeks.  Will probably rent a car and drive home because we want to carry most of our summer clothes back home and bring our fall/winter clothes back.  The weather here is noticeably cooler than it was in Trenton.  (long sleeves, no a/c needed) We are still heading North, and should start heading West early next week.
50 amp power here is almost non existant.  I am using a twin 30 splitter to connect ot my 50 amp 125/250 inlet.
  Get Yourself A fishing license; lots of large and small mouth bass.  The season opened last weekend.
The Old Mill Park Marina in Campbellford is a good stop.  Chocolate factory, and a great bakery, along with a cheese factory.  The marina has docking space on both sides of the canal.  The stbd side has 50 amp, but lots of kids playing and swimming there.  we saw several incidences of dock lines being untied there.  We stayed on the port side, with twin 30 amp power, and really enjoyed the stay (3 days)
Keep in touch.
Lor3enzo and Lois
Sent: Thursday, July 10, 2008 9:22 PM

Subject: C-Life from Campbellford, Ontario (On the Trent-Severn Waterway)

OK, since we last left you in Clayton, NY, we traveled further up the St. Lawrence river, on July 4th, to Alexandria Bay, NY, and docked at the Boldt Castle Boathouse, WOW!  We then entered Canada at 1:05 p.m. still on the 4th.  Our first stop in Canada was at Gananoque, Ontario, where we attended a playhouse production of Les Mise'rables (spelling).  Our 4th of July cookout was hotdogs & chips, with a red white & blue desert of strawberries, blueberries, and whipped cream with a fellow boater.  Our next stop was Kingston, Ontario, where I went to a steam engine museum (which was closed), a prison, yes a prison, museum, and a 1840's fort called Fort Henry, which was built to protect against an American invasion.  Kay went shopping.  There are lots more insects/spiders around freshwater lakes than we normally see around saltwater.  We are now in the Trent-Severn Waterway, which connects lake Ontario with Lake Huron (Georgian Bay), through a canal system of 45 locks.  We have completed 12 of the 45 so far.

The highest we have paid for diesel is $5.18 per gallon, which was in Clayton, NY.

The highest diesel price that I have seen in Canada is $1.85 per litre.  About $7.00 per gallon.

Cigarettes are $10.00 per pack of standard, $12.00 for premium.

Beer is $12.60 for a six-pack of Coors Light.

Tax on everything is 12%.

WOW!

 

 

Robert & Kay

C-Life

______________________________________________________________________________

Robert,
We are at the Killarney Mountain Lodge, in Killarney, Ont., on the North Channel.  We plan to leave tomorrow for Little Current.  Next day, (Tue ) on to Gore Bay.  On Wednesday evening, we will be in Drummond Island, passing through customs, providing we have good weather.  Good weather (wind and fog) is a must for this part of the trip.
Look at our blog sites (http://gilrakerfishing.com and http://lorenzodelois.com for comments on where we stayed.
When You get in trhe Georgian Bay, You must account for weather in a big way.  Warning:  Before You leave the Georgian Bay, you will question Your sanity for placing you and Your boat in this place.  It is the most awesomely beautiful place I have ever been.  It is also the most demanding place I have ever been with respect to navigation and staying out of trouble.  Be aware of the deadheads if You follow another boat too closely and when meeting other boats close abeam.
The grass in the Trent Severn will drive You crazy, but it too will end.  Be ready to clean sterainers frequently.  
Top off Your fuel at St. Amants Waterfront Inn and Marina at Britt, ($1.38 liter, $5.18 gal)  Fuel at Killarney and most places in canada is well over $7/gal.  Britt is in BYNG inlet, around mile marker 57 in the Georgian Bay.
The depths shown on the charts have been very accurate, thus far.  I have turned off my depth alarm, since it was alarming almost constantly.
Remember this:
1.  I went through Hangdog Bay.  If I had to do it over, I would definitely go around it.  No damage, but a very stressful day.  Had to use the transmissions in order to negoitate the narrow rock strewn channels.  Channels bounded by rocks, and lots of barely submerged rock formations.  I was pleasantly surprised when I reqlized that I was successful in negoitating this channel without any damage.
2.  Do't miss Beaverstone Bay, at the end of the Georgian Bay.  The charts show a shallow area with 6' at mile marker 46 near Sheep Island.  Not a problem, the shallow area is well marked, and is one of the few places with a mud bottom.  This is the most beautiful section of the Georgian Bay; and least stressful navigation.
3.  The water is very clear.  If You leave the marked channel, have a lookout on the bow.  The submerged rocks are clearly visible.
4.  When You leave the small boat channel, realize that high winds (over 10) are to be avoided.  It is impossible to see the submerged rocks with high winds.
 

We are leaving the first week of August to go home to enjoy my Baby's graduation from college in Charlotte.  I will be renting a car to drive home and If You need anything, let me know.  Arranging a meeting place oon our return will not be a problem since we will have the car.  We are carrying our Summer clothes home, and bringing more Winter clothes.  It is a lot colder in the North Channel than in the Trent Severn.  We are wearing long sleeves and sweat shirts today, and I am still cold.  The water temperature is in the sixties.
If possible, get a buddy boater for this area.  The rewards for being here are really great, but so are the risks.
 We are having a great time, and I am still trying to figure out how I am going to keep Lois in Shallote after this trip is over.  She is having the time of Her life.  
 

Stay in touch, and let me know if You want me to bring anything from home for You.
Lorenzo
 

Sent: Sunday, July 20, 2008 10:18 PM

Subject: C-Life from Orillia, Ontario, Canada

Our last update was from Campbellford, Ontario, and we had completed 12 of the Trent-Severn Waterway locks.  We are now at Orillia, Ontario, still on the Trent-Severn and have now completed through lock 41, but we did not go through lock 33 as it was to a side trip lake.  Two of the locks completed in the last two weeks were "lift locks".  We actually drive the boat into a large pool which is lifted 65 feet (at Peterborough), or lowered 45 feet (at Kirkfield), WOW!  With good weather we should be out of the Trent-Severn Waterway and into the Georgian Bay (northeast of Lake Huron) in a couple of days.  After leaving Campbellford we stopped at Hastings, where a convertible club was picnicking at the marina (including a '57 Chevy & a '61 vett).  We also went to a canoe paddle factory at Hastings.  We were entertained with a pop-opera concert and fireworks at Peterborough.  There are lots of blue herons and seagulls way up here.  In one very secluded area there was a church built on a rock only accessible by boat.  We saw a cruise boat whose "nose" folded so it would fit in the locks.  On Thursday, July 7, we were at the highest point of the trip, 840 feet 6 inches above sea level.  This weekend at Orillia we were entertained by 100+ mph boats, some approaching 150 mph doing a poker run, a Scottish Festival, and approx. 100 boaters participating in a bass fishing tournament today.  Tomorrow, weather permitting, it is on to the "Big Chute" rail lift where they will take our boat over land on a barge on a rail line, with the boat supported by slings, WOW!
 

Robert & Kay
C-Life
_______________________________________________________________________________
Robert,
We're in Petosky, Mi, about 100 miles South of Drummond Island.  Docking costs are lower here than any other place we have been.  There are many State Supported Marinas, and they are reasonable priced and a good place to dock.
We are moving to Big Traverse Bay tomorrow, and leaving the boat to go home for two weeks. 
We spent the weekend at St. Ignace Marina, at the Western foot of the Mackinac Straits bridge   We took a ferry to Mackinac Island and had a good time on Sunday.  The Grand Hotel is a sight not to be missed.  Mackinac Island is like Bald Head Island on Steroids.
The preferred docking is at Mackinac City, but they were full for the weekend.  This past weekend was the Chicago to Mackinac sailboat race.  This was the 100th anniversary of the race so it was a big deal.   There were 480 sailboats entered in the race, and 80 or more boats were turned away because they could not arrange dockage for them once they arrived atr Mackinac.  The awards ceremony will be held at the grand hotel.  We were in the straits, leaving the marina this morning when the first boat arrived.  We saw fifty or sixty of the first boats during the morning.  Most of them were the 60 or more feet long Americas Cup style vessels crewed by 10 to 12 sailors.  
When going West on Lake Huron, go around Mackinac Island on the North Side.  The South side is very congested and the ferries create a rather dangerous enviornment.  The wakes are terrible, and they have no concern for their wake.
We were very happy with our arrangement of staying at St Ignace and taking the ferry to Mackinac Island.
 

We will leave here on Thursday heading home.  If there is anything I can bring You from home, let me know.  Let me know where TYou are docking during the weekend of the 8th, and we may stop and visit as we drive past.
You will be ahead of us when we get back, but we may still get together.
Lorenzo and Lois
PS 
Life after the locks is good.
 

 

