Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 2008 5:10 PM

Subject: C-Life From General Joe Wheeler State Park, Rogersville, Alabama
It is beginning to look and feel like fall on the Tennessee River.  
 

Since our last update on the Ohio River, and passing by Metropolis, home of Superman, we turned onto the Cumberland River, crossed over to the Tennessee River, and continued our journey south.  There are numerous rock, gravel, and sand mines in this part of the country.  They even mine gravel from the middle of the rivers.  Once off the muddy Mississippi, our first taste of civilization, on September 29, was at Green Turtle Marina on Barkley Lake, Grand Rivers, Kentucky, which also happened to be our 40th wedding anniversary.   What a way to celebrate 40 years together, by living our dream of doing the Great Loop!   While at Green Turtle Marina we "recharged our batteries", re-stocked C-Life, renewed friendships with other Looper boaters, and made a day-trip to Paducah, Kentucky, and visited the National Quilt Museum.  There were some real masterpieces there, but we were not allowed to photograph them.  Quilts we would have loved to have seen in the museum are the ones our mothers made for us.  Those are the true masterpieces, made beautiful and made with love!  Also, while at Green Turtle Marina we made a quick trip to Nashville, Tennessee, to take Tom and Becky Roberts, who had traveled with us since Alton, Illinois, to the airport to make their way back to the "real world".   We were really saddened to see them leave, and would hope that others would take us up on our open invitation to travel with us.  
 

Upon leaving Green Turtle Marina, we crossed, through a canal, to Kentucky Lake, on the Tennessee River.  Again we were surprised to see White Pelicans this far north on the freshwater rivers.  The Tennessee River flows north for a long distance, and since we were going south, we were going against the flow of the River.  Our next stop "in civilization" was at Grand Harbor Marina, just off the Tennessee River, at the beginning of the Tenn.-Tom Canal.  We were standing on the docks in Mississippi, looking across the river to Alabama, and walked up to the parking lot and were in Tennessee.  While at Grand Harbor Marina we took a day to visit the Civil War Battleground of Shiloh.  To stand there where over 100,000 Americans, Union and Confederate troops, fought each other face to face for two days on April 6-7, 1862, and resulted in 23,741 killed, wounded, and missing, WOW!  Total killed, wounded, and missing during the Civil War was 1,084,985!
 

From Grand Harbor Marina, we have proceeded up the Tennessee River, well into Alabama.  On this stretch of the river we went through two locks, one of which was the Wilson Lock and Dam.  This lock, with a single lift of 93 feet, is the highest single lock lift of our entire trip.  We are now at The General Joe Wheeler Alabama State Park.  General Joe Wheeler, probably no surprise, was a Civil War General for the Confederacy.  We will stay here at the State Park Marina for over a week to participate in a meeting/reunion with other boaters doing the Great Loop.
 

Robert & Kay
C-Life
