Seven Deadly Sins
Chapter 1

Soul, Be Not Proud

~%

Proverbs 6:16-19

“There is one vice of which no man in
the world is free; which every one in the
world loathes when he sees it in someone
else; and of which hardly any people, except
Christians, ever imagine that they are guilty
themselves.... There is no fault which makes
a man more unpopular, and no fault which
we are more unconscious of in ourselves.
And the more we have it ourselves, the more
we didlike it in others. The vice | am talking
of is Pride or Sdlf-conceit; and the virtue
opposite to it, in Christian morals, is called
Humility” (C. S. Lewis).

At the end of the sixth century Pope
Gregory the Great divided all sins under
seven heads. He said that every sin a man
commits can be classified by seven words.
He named the sins: Pride, Anger, Envy,
Impurity, Gluttony, Slothfulness, and
Avarice. They have been caled down
through the centuries "The Seven Deadly
Sins.” The Bible too has a list of Seven
Deadly Sins for sin is something God hates.
Matthew Henry writes, “ God hates sin; He
hates every sin; He can never be reconciled
to it; He hates nothing but sin. However,
there are some sins that God hatesin a very
special way. These sins include pride,
falsehood and fraud, cruelty and murder,
subtlety in the contrivance of evil, vigor and
diligence in the pursuit of iniquity, a false
testimony, and the sowing of discord among
others. The Church of Christ is blessed
when these deadly sins are recognized and
vigorously dealt with in self and in others.
The Church of Jesus Christ suffers when

these deadly sins ae manifested.
Unfortunately, many of these seven sins are
manifested in the Church because they are
socially acceptable and yet, like cancer cells
undetected, they spread to produce sudden
death.

While spiritual death stalks the saints
many people are concerned with other
things which are not socially acceptable
such as smoking and cutting down trees,
and polluting the air. Meanwhile the sins of
the mind and the tongue which God hates so
much go almost unchallenged and so Satan
finds a way to gain an advantage over the
saints.

The Church of Christ at the end of
the twentieth century must once more
determine to challenge those expressions of
transgressions which the Lord Himself finds
so offensive. This will not be easy to do
because when certain things are so common
in self and in others we do not like to talk
about them. So we change our conversation
and continue to grieve and quench the Holy
Spirit.

By changing our attention the forces of
evil are hidden. To make matters worse,
certain  philosophical  systems  such
Communism, atheism, and secular
humanism contend that sin does not even
exist. Even the Christian Science religion
teaches that all sinisanillusion of the mind.
Other religions put a mild label on sin
calling it error, negative confession, an
errant fault, or low self-esteem.

After a minister had spoken strongly
against sin one morning, a member of his
congregation came to visit him and said,
“Pastor, we do not want you to talk so
plainly about sin because if our young
people hear you mention it, they will more
easily become sinners. Call it a mistake if
you will, but do not speak so plainly about
sin.”

The minister went to a room and
brought back a bottle of strychnine marked



POISON. He held the bottle up and said, “I
see what you want me to do. You want me to
change the label to something such as
"PEPPERMINT CANDY." Can't you see the
danger? The milder you make the label, the
mor e deadly the poison.”

The Bible teaches that every person is
born with a deadly poison in the soul that

will ultimately lead it to physical and eterna
death if an antidote is not found. The
antidote for sin is the Saviour of the world,
Jesus Christ. Christ died to take away the
power and the effect of sin.

The first sin that God declares to be
an abomination isthat of pride. Pride may
take various forms, but they all emanate
from the haughty human heart. Some people
take excessive pride in their looks. God has
blessed some men and women with unusual
beauty and attractiveness. The vanity of
actors and actresses is legendary. Athletes
are susceptible to thissin.

Perhaps the most blatant expressions of
physical pride is manifested by the body
builders who pose and strut about before
others barely clothed while looking for the
eye of the camera and the adulation of
others.

Some people take pride in their race.
Adolph Hitler was not the first person to
promote racial superiority nor will he be the
last. Part of the conflict in Bosnia during the
1990's can be traced to a desire for Ethnic
Cleansing.

Other people take pride in their business
or in their sociad life. There are
namedroppers who thrive on being close to
celebraties. It is pride. So pride may be
spiritual, intellectual, material or social.

The most repugnant form of pride to
God is spiritual pride. It is marked out for
the Lord's special judgment. Spiritual pride
is manifested by self-satisfaction. It is the
Pharisee of old standing to pray, "God |
thank Thee that | am not as other men are."
Spiritual pride is smug, self-satisfied and

full of conceit. James 4.6 says, "God
resiseth the proud, but giveth grace unto the
humble."

The Apostle Paul had to dea severely
with the Jews of his day because of their
spiritual pride. They thought that because
they had Moses and the Law and the
prophets that they could kill Christ asafase
Messiah without being blamed. They killed
Christ because they were too busy boasting
about being God's Chosen People. They
would not listen when warned that God
looks on the heart and not on the outward
appearance to see if the spirit of the
Scriptures is being kept and not merely the
Letter of the Law. Puffed up with religious
pride, the Jews had forgotten the spirit of
the Law. That danger faces the Church
again today.

There is a type of religion that is
reserved only for the pretty people. The
uneducated, the unclean, the unkempt men
and women, boys and girls are clearly not
welcomed by most. One of the reasons why
Mother Teresa was so beloved by millions
in the Third World Countries is because she
gave her life to helping the poor.

Mother Teresa tells the story of a dream
she had. She went to heaven and met Saint
Peter at the Gate. Peter stopped Mother
Teresa from coming in and said to her,
"Teresa there are not enough people from
the slums here in heaven. You must go back
to earth and minister to them."

Mother Teresa went back to the poorest
of the poor. In the filthy streets of Calcutta
she ministered. One day, she found a beggar
lying in the streets. He was dirty and ugly.
Mother Teresa had to make a decision and
she made it. In the name of Jesus she picked
up that poor beggar and took him to a
hospital. The doctors did not want anything
to do with the man. "Heis dying," they said.
"We do not want him taking up any space.”
"He must die with dignity," responded



Mother Teresa. "Go away,” cried the
doctors. "Take him back into the streets.”

But Mother Teresa would not go away
and she would not go back into the streets
with the man. She too could be stubborn.
And the world was made better. She often
said that if she had not picked up that first
dying beggar, she would never had stooped
to helped the thousands of others who need
the touch of God through her fingers. Her
dying words were, "Jesus, | love you."
Christ made a difference in her life and she
made a difference in her religion. Another
form of prideisintellectua pride. The Bible
warns that such pride is a delusion. 1
Corinthians 8:1,2 says that, “Knowledge
puffeth up, but love edifieth. And if any man
think that he knoweth anything, he knoweth
nothing yet as he ought to know.”

Intellectual pride can be the great
enemy of the gospel of Christ. Ministers
are scorned. The Word of God is rejected
and the gospel is made fun of. Such pride
makes a person unteachable and a possessor
of sef-confidence rather than God
confidence. Proverbs 3:5 reminds men to
"Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and
lean not unto thine own under standing.”

In considering the sin of intellectual
pride, something should also be said about
taking pride in ignorance. There are those
who seem to believe that any serious student
of the Scripture is somehow less spiritual
than those who make no effort to discover
the things of God. The Bible says very
plainly that all Christians are to study to
show themselves approved of God. The
Lord has set His highest seal of approva
upon those who give themselves to the
Word.

The philosopher Plato once entertained
some friends in a room where there was a
richly ornamented couch. One of his friends
came in, very dirty as usual, and getting on
the couch and trampling on it said, "I
trample upon the pride of Plato."

Plato mildly answer, "But with greater
pride, my friend." There may be greater
pride in those who promote ignorance than
in those who are serious about submitting
themselves to the rigors of biblical study.

Another manifestation of pride is the
pride of material things. The Bible says
that every gift we have is a blessing of God.
Deuteronomy 8:18. “ But thou shalt
remember the Lord thy God; for it is He that
giveth thee power to get wealth.” Material
pride tends to make a person covetous. The
intense longing for money and the things
that money can but can be just as addictive
and more habit forming than the desire for
drink or drugs. The Bible warns in 1
Timothy 6:9 that, “ They that will be rich
fall into temptation and a snare, and into
many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown
men in destruction and perdition.”

There are a multitude of schemes telling
people how to get something for nothing or
alot for just a little investment of time and
money. These are the very same principles
and philosophical concepts that led to the
great Stock Market crash on Wall Street in
1929. Christian people need to guard their
hearts against the pride of possessions and
remember that the Roaring Twenties led to
the Great Depression of the 1930's. It isaso
true, that most people who pursue money
ultimately drift away from the Church.

Then thereis social pride. This type of
pride is expressed in a class status, racial
caste, or community arrogance. Adolph
Hitler taught that the German people were a
superior race. Many white, male, Protestants
here in America believe that they are the
superior race. Slurs are cast against Jews,
Poles, and other ethnic groups. It was not
too many years ago that blacks and Indians
were denied service in restaurants because
of the color of their skin. Social pride is an
abomination before the Lord when it is used



to hold others in contempt. The Bible tells
us that we can do something about pride.

First, we can confess pride as sin.

Second, we can humble ourselves in the
sight of God. We humble ourselves in part
by going to the Cross of Christ and asking
the Lord to be merciful to usthe sinner.

Third, we can determine to be more like
our Lord who went to Calvary for us. The
Bible says in Philippians 2:5-8, “Let this
mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus. Who, being in the form of God,
thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
But made of Himself of no reputation, and
took upon Him the form of a Servant and
was made in the likeness of men: And being
found in fashion as a man, He humbled
Himself, and became obedient unto death,
even the death of the Cross.”

For the Creator to become like His
creation is a marvelous manifestation of
humility. The Lord Jesus was not a proud
person.

Born in a stable, reared in obscurity,
willing to wash the feet of others, Christ is
the Perfect Example. No one will ever goto
heaven as a proud person. No will ever
knock at the portals of heaven and shout
with arrogance, "Open up. | belong here."

God has no use for the pride of man but
He will look with mercy and favor upon the
humble. Pride is adeadly sin. May the Lord
deliver us from the death it will bring.
Someone has said that no one is closer to
Satan than when the heart is filled with
pride for it was Satan's pride that first
introduced sin into the universe (Isa. 14).
May the Lord cause us to think on these
things and to be different as we say to
ourselves, " Soul, be not proud.”

*

Seven Deadly Sins
Chapter 2

TheCurseof LyingLips

~*

Proverbs 6:16-19

As the conscientious mother made her
way to the school, she was concerned. The
cal had come for a parent teacher's
conference. Her child had not been telling
the truth about several matters. Things were
becoming very serious. When the mother
was told the situation she suddenly burst
into tears saying, "My own mother was a
habitual liar and now my child is onetoo."

The French essayist Montaigne wrote,
“Lying is a hateful and accursed vice. We
have no other tie upon one another, but our
word. If we did but discover the horror and
consequence of lying, we should pursue it
with fire, and sword, and more justly than
other crimes.”

The temptation to lie comes to the
best of men. Several years ago a well-
known television minister by the name of
Robert Schuler got into a scuffle with a
male host on a magor airline prior to
departure. There was pushing and shoving
and people were shocked a who was
involved. Because of the high profile of the
pastor, the story broke into the newspapers.
The minister was asked to comment and he
said, "l have done nothing wrong. | have
never broken one of the Ten
Commandments.” Several weeks later he
admitted to an assault charge. He was fined
and ordered to engage in community
service. While an outburst of anger is
understandable, there was no real need to lie
to the newspaper reporters about the
incident other than to protect a public image
of being sweet and always kind.



While some people lie to protect
themselves, others, such as Joseph Fletcher,
justify lying as something that is moral. Mr.
Fletcher wrote a book dealing with
situational ethics. He argued that there are
times in life when lying is absolutely
justified. He pointed to the Old Testament
story of Rahab who lied to protect the two
spies of Israel from the Canaanites.

Many people would agree with Mr.
Fletcher's position such as Colonel Oliver
North who tried to make lying a virtue
during the Iran-Contra hearings in
Washington D.C. When a handsome and
very brave Marine officer goes on national
television and boldly declares to the leaders
of the land, "I will trade lies for lives," the
patriotic emotion is difficult to control.
Lying does seem to be justified. And yet
God has written in His Word that lying lips
are an abomination in His sight. The Bible
prohibits situational ethics from controlling
behavior. The Bible says that God is truth.
He cannot lie and it is His will that His
children reflect this aspect of His honor.

Lying is more of a characteristic of
the Devil. Jesus said in John 8:44 that the
Devil is a liar and the father of it. Satan
deceived Eve by lying to her when he said
that she would not die if the forbidden fruit
were eaten. Satan said that Eve would be
more like God. It was al a lie. So the
Christian does not want to have the same
characteristics as Satan. Paul wrote in
Ephesians 4:25, "Putting away lying, speak
every man truth with his neighbor."

When a person becomes a Christian he
becomes anew creature in Christ. Old sinful
habits and old sinful customs need to be put
away which includes White Lies. The White
Lieisillustrated by the infamous phone call
that is unwanted. A businessman may have
the secretary tell the caller heisnot in. Or a
husband may have the wife say he is not
home when heis.

Then there are the Social Lies. People
do not know how to decline an invitation
gracefully, for example, and so the
impression is given that perhaps they will
come. But they never arrive. They never
intended to.

Another form of lying prevalent in
our society isfound in the business world
in the form of false advertising. False
advertising lures people into investing in a
product that does not meet expectations.
Thistoo is an abomination before the Lord.

There is another facet of lying found
in our society and that is the lie that
comes from not honoring verbal
commitments. It is easy to practice this lie
because there is the conveyance of having
"forgotten.” Or the excuse is made, "l will
get to that soon.” But there is an eternal
delay. Or the excuse is given of being "too
busy" and "overworked" which may in itself
be true. Nevertheless, being active does not
negate the responsibility to honor a
commitment that was made and never
fulfilled within a reasonable amount of time.
As verbal commitments are made and not
honored so written contracts are broken.
This too is a form of lying. The Bible says
that the last days shall be perilous times.
“For men shall be lovers of their own
selves,  covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, without natural
affection, trucebreakers’ (2 Tim. 3:2-3).

It is possible for individuals and
organizations, including religious ones, to
sell alarge portion of their integrity for just
a few dollars when a contract is signed and
then is unilaterally not honored. At the very
least, restitution should be made when the
Holy Spirit convicts of this transgression. It
isasign of salvation to honor others and do
right by them. When Nicodemus became a
Christian, the very first thing he did was to
promise to make restitution to those he had
cheated. Despite the passage of time,



Nicodemus knew that there were individuals
who should be compensated in some way.
He would find them and do right by them.

The example of Nicodemus is worthy of
emulation and for good reason. Revelation
21:8 plainly warns that, "All liars shall have
their part in the lake which burneth with fire
and brimstone” And Revelation 21:27
teaches that there shall in no wise enter into
the Holy City "anything that maketh a lie."
Revelation 22:15 says that outside the
sphere of heaven are those who "loveth and
maketh a lie." If a person will lie to another
individual, they will also lie to God.

In Acts 5 the story is told of a certain
man named Ananias and his wife Sapphira.
They had a piece of property that they sold
in order to give money to the Church. This
couple was under no compulsion to sell.
There was no one asking for money. But
they sold their land and brought the revenue
to the apostles with the desired results.
Many of the saints were impressed, for the
sell and the gift represented a great personal
sacrifice. Ananias and Sapphira were the
talk of the Church. People stood back and
looked on them with special awe for great
wealth can be very impressive.

However, not everyone was pleased
with what Ananias and Sapphira had done.
Peter was disturbed. He discerned in his
spirit that something was fundamentally
wrong. Ananias and Sapphira were not
being honest. They were misrepresenting
the truth. Instead of giving al the proceeds
to the Church as their act suggested, the
couple had keep back a portion for
themselves. Their sacrifice was not as real
as they wanted others to believe. Their half-
truth had become a whole lie in the sight of
God. William Penn once cautioned, “When
thou art obliged to speak, be sure to speak
the truth; for equivocation is halfway to
lying, and lying is the whole way to hell.”
Tennyson said, “ A lie that is half a truth is
ever the blackest of lies.”

Peter would have agreed. Speaking to
Ananias, the apostle exposed the corruption
of his heart in the public assembly for
judgment must first begin in the House of
God. Some sins are so serious that they
must be dealt with in the open. The early
Church did not try to pretend that problems
did not exist. Rather, the Church dealt with
private sins privately and public sins
publicly. They did not try to pretend that
nothing was wrong.

Once, a court painter omitted the
disfiguring warts on the face of Oliver
Cromwell, the man who had become the
Lord Protector of England following the
execution of King Charles . When
Cromwell saw the portrait he said, "Take it
away and paint me warts and all." That is
what the Word of God does. The Bible
presents people warts and al. There was sin
in the early Church. There was the sin of
lying by telling a half-truth to the
congregation. This half-truth became a
whole lie to God the Holy Spirit.

When Ananias heard Peter expose his
sin, the Bible says that he fell down and
died. It is on record that once Edward the
First shouted with great anger at one of his
courtiers and the man dropped dead in sheer
fear. Perhaps something like that happened
to Ananias. He realized the magnitude of his
sin and he died in horror and shock. The
result of this act of spiritual accountability
was that great fear came upon the
congregation. Proverbs teaches that the fear
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
Men need to fear God more and public
opinion less.

The body of Ananias was taken out of
the holy sanctuary by strong young men and
buried. Three hours later his wife Sapphira
arrived at the assembly. She was there to
bask in the glow of her new reputation of
being spiritual, sacrificial, and a servant of
others. Sapphira did not expect to be
guestioned about her gift. She did not



anticipate that her deceit would be
uncovered. But she should have for the
Bible says that God will not be mocked.
Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap. Those who sow to the flesh shall of
the flesh reap destruction. Judgment came to
Sapphira and great fear came again upon all
the Church.

A strong message is sent forth from the
experience of Ananias and Sapphira. The
message is this. Christianity is not child's
play. Christianity is not for the weak of
spirit or of mind. Christianity is man
meeting with His God on the basis of
holiness. The Church is no place for lying to
be practiced. Men and women and young
people should be more afraid of lying than
of telling the truth. Telling the truth will
lead to purity of heart and eterna life. Lying
will poison relationships and destroy the
soul for time and for eternity. The spiritual
lessons concerning lying are significant.
Commitments must be honored. The truth
must be spoken.

What is suggested to others is being
done should be done and if it is not, that too
should be made known. Living with deceit,
living with a guilty conscience, living with a
poor reputation will be too high a price to
pay for any lie or deception to be enjoyed.

The gospel challenge comes to all
Christians to live in the sphere of truth. But
this is not aways easy for a life style of
lying can corrupt one's character by degrees.
Therefore, the saint must ook for the signs
of thissin.

e The sin of lying is manifested when the
lips say one thing and the heart knows
that something else will be done.

e The sin of lying is manifested when a
reasonable time passes and a
commitment is not honored nor even
attempted to be honored.

e The sin of lying is manifested when
calm words are spoken to conceal more
than they reveal.

As the Church of God senses the
seriousness of this sin, the prayer of David
can be offered as found in Psalm 119:29.
David prayed, Lord, "Remove from me the
way of lying." People who are prone to
telling less than the absolute truth discover
that other sins are associated with lying.
There is the sin of exaggeration, which is
going beyond what really needs to be said.
The root of this sin is pride which leads to
boasting.

Perhaps the worst sin associated with
lying is that of religious deception. It is
possible for a person to live a life that is a
religious lie. If the truth were told, there are
individuals who are associated with the
Church but who do not really care for it a
al. The prophet Isaiah spoke of people in
his generation who were like this.
Wherefore the Lord said, “ Forasmuch as
this people draw near me with their mouth,
and with their lips do honor me, but have
removed their heart from me, and their fear
toward me is taught by the precept of men”
(Isaiah 29:13).

That is the danger that faces every
generation. It is possible for peopleto live a
religious lie. It is possible for people to be
associated with the Church and with the
pulpit who do not really care for either if the
truth were known. And God knows the
truth. It is possible for lying lips to confess
what the heart does not possess and that is
an honest affection for Christ and His
people and alonging to be in Church.

The lie of a religious life is the most
dangerous type of lie because it is the most
damning. The only way to escape certain
destruction is for such a soul to learn to
speak the truth and to tell God what He
already knows. The person who is living a
religious lie can say honestly,



“Lord, you know my heart. You know
that | am living a religious lie. | do not
really care for the preaching of the Word. |
will use every excuse that comes my way to
justify being absent from the services and
prayer and God's people. Lord, Change me.
Cause me to love what you love, the
Church, and to live in the sphere of truth.”

It may be that the Lord will have mercy
and will remove the religious deception.
After al, Jesus Christ died for this sin too.
He invites individuals to come to the Cross
of Cavary and just be honest. In as far as
the Holy Spirit brings conviction, may we
ask the Lord for a greater measure of
honesty to characterize our public and
private lives. For Christ sake. Amen.

*

Seven Deadly Sins
Chapter 3

The Madness of Murder in the Heart

~% <

Proverbs 6:16-19

During the early days of Americas
history, when the Continental Congress was
sill in session, a lady waked up to
Benjamin Franklin and said,

"Well, Dr. Franklin, what have you
given us?"

Dr. Franklin replied,

"You have a republic Madame, if you
can keep it."

Benjamin Franklin was wise. As a
student of history he knew that nations
brought into existence by bloodshed and
violence can be destroyed in the same way.
Franklin aso knew that even if a nation is
not overthrown by external force, it could
still be conquered from within by socia
unrest and moral decay.

There are those who believe that our

country today is self-destructing. There are
those who believe that our nation is in
danger of collapsing from the internd
sickness produced by multiple sins. More
than one political, cultural, and religious
thinker has become aamed over the
unraveling of the ethical fabric of modern
society. A prominent author has written a
book with the title Soughing Our Way
Towards Gomorrah. He is concerned that

America is dlowly but surely moving
towards an encounter with divine
destruction because of moral depravity.
Many people see America as a nation
adrift from the anchor of its spiritual and
ethical heritage. There are serious problems
for new meaning is given to familiar
commandments. For example, God says,



"Thou shalt not kill." God says this because
life is sacred as it begins at the moment of
conception. However, in 1973, the Supreme
Court of our land decided that life is not so
sacred and this commandment of God does
not have to be honored. In 1973, the
Supreme Court ruled that destroying the
viable being of an unborn child is not really
killing life after al. As a result of this
wicked and foolish decision the term "Pro-
choice" has now become popular with the
result being that over a million precious
babies have died each year in their mother's
womb. The place designed by the Creator to
be an environment for protection and
nourishment has become a chamber of
horror.  In addition to abortion, other
horrendous sins have been camouflaged

with new terminology.

God cals  excessive  drinking
"drunkenness"; society calls it a disease of
alcoholism. If it is adisease:

It is the only disease by an act of the
will.

It is the only disease that requires a
license to propagate it.

It is the only disease that is bottled and
sold.

It is the only disease that requires an
outlet to spread it.

It is the only disease that is habit-
forming.

It isthe only disease socialy acceptable.

It isthe only disease that is advertised.

It is the only disease without germ or
virdl cause, and there is no human,
corrective medicine. Drunkenness is not a
disease; it is sef-inflicted foolishness. We
only hurt ourselves by calling it by another
name.

God calls homosexua behavior sodomy;
society calls it gay rights in an aternative
lifestyle.

God calls films of sexua perversion
porneia or pornography; society calls it
adult entertainment.

God calls the betrayal of marriage vows
adultery; society smiles and calls it the new
morality of free love.

God says that He hates divorce; society
says that it is all right for men to put away
their wives for every and any cause and for
wives to leave their husbands for the arms
of another man.

With the dissolving of biblical standards
of absolute morality, Americas crime rate
has spiraled until now it cost taxpayers over
two billion dollars a year. A serious crime
is committed every 3.5 seconds. A robbery

takes place every 83 seconds, and one
murder occurs every 27 minutes. Certain
forms of drug addiction remain in epidemic
proportions.

There are more than nine million
alcoholics and more than 500,000 heroin
addicts that live in the United States. Forty-
three million Americans have experimented
with marijuana.  Suicide is the second
largest killer of teenagers.

While there are laws against rape and
robbery, murder and mayhem, prostitution
and pornography, drug addiction and
domestic abuse, the will to resist these evils
has been eroded away so that perversion
saturates our society. "You have a republic,”
said Dr. Franklin, "1f you can keep it."

As America must do more to protect
herself from interna enemies so she must
guard against external foes as well. In
addition to the lingering threat of
communism, there are radical Arabs who
are waging a Holy War upon the United
States reflected in the bombing of the World
Trade Center in recent years. Somewhere
today, in dark huts and in ivory palaces,
there are various governments and
individuals who are plotting and planning to
disrupt our economy, agitate racial unrest,
and disarm our military machine. "You have
a Republic, said Dr. Franklin, "If you can
keep it.”



Many good people have died trying to
keep American safe. They have gone into
harm's way to help the country they love.

25,324 visionary men, women and
young people died in the Revolutionary War
to keep it.

498,332 died in the Civil War to keep it.

116,710 died in World War | to keep it.

407,316 precious souls died in World
War 1l to keep it.

54, 546 died in the Korean War to keep
it.

58,098 died in Vietnam to keep it.

Over 100 died in Operation Desert
Storm to keep it. And even this generation is
willing to fight and die because of a
confirmed belief that America is still great
in many ways.

Certainly America is great in natura
resources. The world looks at this country
and marvels at the vastness of our land. God
has shed His grace upon us. The oil, the
timber, the water, the soil and climate have
al combined to nourish a wedthy
civilization that spreads from sea to shining
sea.

As important as our resources are, much
more important are the people of this
republic. Lyman Abott once said, “ A nation
is made great, not by its fruitful acres, but
by the men who cultivate them: not by its
great forests, but by the men who use them;
not by its mines, but by the men who build
and run them. America was a great land
when Columbus discovered it: Americans
have made of it a great nation.”

In particular, this nation was built by
those Americans who had their hearts
rooted in the righteousness of Jesus Christ.
Alexis De Tocqueville of France, over a
hundred years ago, visited this country.
Upon his return home he wrote these words.

“I sought for the greatness of Americain
her commodious harbors and her ample
rivers, and it was not there! | sought for the
greatness and genius of America in her

fertile fields and boundless forests, and it
was not there. | sought for the greatness
and genius of America in her public school
system and her ingtitutions of higher
learning, and it was not there. Not until |
went into the churches and heard her
pulpits flame with righteousness did |
understand the greatness of her power.
America is great because she is good...and
if America ever ceases to be good...
Americawill ease to be great.”

One way that America has been good is
manifested in our national ability to forgive
our military enemies. Following World War
[1, most of Europe lay in rubble. Many of
the Nazi warlords were either dead or under
arrest. As America looked upon the carnage
caused by the foolishness of men who
wanted to enslave others, Secretary of State
and former general, George C. Marshal
offered what is now known as the Marshall
Plan. Millions of U.S. dollars, he promised,
would be given to assist in the rebuilding of
Europe. America would not exploit the
countries she had helped to conquer. Nor
would America dominate them for long.

The Marshall Plan was the right thing to
do because there is no value in retaining
hatred in the heart. | do not say that it is
easy to remove dark feelings; | only know
that such feelings will produce the madness
of more murder, which God condemns. So
America, historicaly, has forgiven her
former enemies and offered them a helping
hand. But America’s heart has not aways
been so noble or pure reflected in the
struggle for civil rights.

During the mid 1950's and &l through
the 60's, Americans had to deal with the
horrors of racia pregudice which had
exploded into the national limelight.
Southern whites were taking southern
blacks and lynching them from trees or
hiding their mutilated bodies in the swamps
of Mississippi. Violence bred violence
because of the hatred in hearts. Something



was terribly wrong. All people should be
able to have egual access to food, clothing,
jobs, entertainment, housing, and education.
Racism is inherently evil. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. was correct when he cried out that
white children and black children should not
be judged by the color of their skin but by
the content of their character. If left alone,
Racism like Nazism only lives to hurt again
and again!

When Nazi Germany shed the blood of
innocent Jews, God said to Adolph Hitler,
"This is an abomination” and He moved to
destroy the Third Reich.

When the Ku Klux Klan in the southern
states burned their Crosses and lynched
fellow citizens, God said, "This is an
abomination" and He moved to begin to tear
down the barriers of racism. The progress
that has been made historically between
former military enemies and hostile racia
groups resulting in physical murder, should
encourage the Church today to proceed in
seeking better persona relations with one
another.

While few Christians commit physical
murder, there is the danger of committing
soul murder in the heart through the sin of
hatred, which is an extreme form of anger.
Jesus Himself warned of this possibility in
Matthew 5:21-22. “Ye have heard that it
was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not
kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in
danger of the judgment: But | say unto you,
That whosoever is angry with his brother
without a cause shall be in danger of the
judgment: and whosoever shall say to his
brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the
council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool,
shall be in danger of hell fire.”

Leviticus 19:17 says, "Thou shalt not
hate thy brother in thine heart."

My brother is my neghbor. My
neighbor is anyone | come into contact with.
There is to be no place for hatred in my

heart. God knows that excessive anger leads
to other sins such as strife.

Proverbs 10:12 teaches that anger
stirreth up strife. When one person is
angry with another, small matters are
magnified, arguments are deliberately
provoked, and unkind words are carefully
crafted until they can be willfully
communicated.

Second, excessive anger in the heart
creates an unpleasant social environment.
A person with strong feelings of animosity
towards someone brings an electrifying
presence into the midst of a gathering. No
one has to say a word. There is unspoken
tension and a heavy silence. True fellowship
IS impossible. Proverbs 15:17 states the
situation by observing that “ Better is a
dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled
ox and hatred therewith.”

There is something else. Anger in the
heart breds a lifestyle of concealment.
Proverbs 26:26 speaks of those whose heart
is covered by duplicity. There is the deceit
of lavish compliments not really meant.
There is the deceit of humor whereby
sarcasm covers hostility. There are
innuendos and double meanings with veiled
references in normal conversations. And al
of this takes place because of hatred in the
heart.

Why do people grow to hate each other?
There are many reasons.

First, individuals harbor anger and
resentment because of the fallen
condition of the soul. Hostility is as natural
to the unregenerate heart as breathing, as
one embarassed mother  painfully
discovered in public.  While she was
waiting to check out at the counter, her little
daughter, under five, began to throw a
tantrum. The mother tried to calm the child,
but without success. Suddenly the child
screamed out for all to hear, "l hate you!"
With those simple words the child



expressed the natural depravity of the
human heart.

Second, some people hate because
they are angry and want to hurt those
who have hurt them. One night on a
televison talk show, a guest told of a
Hollywood actor who stepped out on his
wife to pick up a beautiful woman in a bar.
He slept with her that night. In the morning
when he awakened, she was gone. Scrawled
in lipstick on the bathroom mirror were the
words: “ Welcome to the wonderful world of
AIDS”

The woman was angry. She was seeking
revenge on any and all. Other people harbor
hatred in their heart because they are
uniformed. Many years ago a young girl had
been given up for adoption. All of her life
she was hurt by what she perceived to be
betrayal and abandonment by her biological
mother. She hated her mother. Then one day
she decided to trace her mother to a local
address. Knocking on the door with pent up
furry, the young woman waited to accuse.
The door opened, and a blind lady stood
before her. It did not take long for the true
story to unfold. Years before when the
mother realized she was going blind, she
felt she had to do something for the little
daughter she loved so much. After much
agony she decided to give her beloved child
to a Christian couple who could provide in
ways she felt she could not. The mother
had not betrayed her daughter but had
bestowed on her an environment of riches
beyond her dreams. The mother had not
abandoned her daughter but had arranged
for her child to have a different lifestyle.
The anger and the hatred in the heart of the
young woman turned into pure love once
fully informed.

A third reason why people hate is
because they enjoy the emotional thrill
and the power of this perverted emotion.
Intense anger is a very potent tool. It is also
forbidden to the Christian. Ephesians 4:31

commands, “ Let all bitterness, and wrath,
and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking,
be put away from you, with all malice.” To
harbor hatred in the heart is to be barred
forever from the presence of God. 1 John
3:10 says that, “Whosoever doeth not
righteousness is not of God, neither he that
loveth not his brother.”

Jesus has taught His followers to love
their enemies, “ bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate you, and pray for
them which despitefully use you and
persecute you.” | used to believe that this
injunction was designed to be the proper
attitude to express towards those outside the
Church. 1 now know it is important to use
this concept for al people in al places.
While the world can hurt the Church, the
Church can hurt its own members unless it
is careful. By obeying the wisdom of Christ,
we can learn to banish whatever hatred or ill
feelings we may harbor towards others.

Asthe Holy Spirit brings conviction, our
hearts need to be examined. It may be that
there is unconfessed anger in our hearts.
God the Father wants us to acknowledge
this sin in particular and then forsake it as a
good soldier of the Cross of Christ.

The story is told of a dying warrior in a
war. In the hospital tent, as his strength
ebbed away, he could be heard to say,
"Here, Sr!" A nurse came by. "Why do you
keep saying that?" she asked. And the
young man replied. "The heavenly roll call
IS being made and | am answering, 'Here,
Sri™

When the Lord calls forth those with
clean hands and a pure loving heart without

hate, we want to be able to answer, "Here,
Sr!"

~*



Seven Deadly Sins
Chapter 4

I mages of Iniquity

~*

Proverbs 6:16-19

It is a dtatistical fact of life that as
people of God meet to worship, other
individuals aso meet for the purpose of
manifesting wickedness. Individuas gather
to plan bloodshed and violence.

Some are old. Others are young. Some
are men. Others are women. The one thing
they have in common is that God is not in
their hearts; they are planning terrorist
activities that kill people in public places.
They are meeting to plot the overthrow of a
government by military force. They are
meeting to plan a rape, a robbery, or a
physical act of violence. God wants the
world to know that He hates the heart that is
devising wicked plans.

The Bible records the story of atime in
human history in which the wickedness of
man was great and every imagination of the
thoughts of the heat was only evil
continualy  (Genesis 6:1-8). Severa
significant things can be said of this
generation.

First, it was a time in which a great
population explosion had taken place, for
we read that, "And it came to pass when
men began to multiply on the face of the
earth and daughters were born unto them"
(Gen. 6:1). One reason why the earth's
population grew rapidly was the longevity
of men. It has been suggested that there was
better health in the antediluvian days
because the harmful ultra violet rays of the
sun were not as forceful upon the flesh as
they are now. We do not really know why

people lived so long but they did. It was not
uncommon for people to be seven, eight,
and even nine hundred years old.

Second, it was a time of great sexual
misconduct. Jesus said that in the days of
Noah people were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage (Matt.
24:38). Some Bible students believe that the
reference implies every form of illicit sexual
activity to include bestiaity, lesbianism,
pedophiles, necromancy, wife swapping,
and homosexuality.

In Genesis 6:2 we read that the "sons of
God" saw the daughters of men that they
were fair; and they took them wives of all
which they chose” Many conservative
commentators agree that the reference to the
"sons of God" is a reference to the godly
line of Seth marrying into the ungodly line
of Cain. The degenerate children of a
degenerate father, governed by the desire of
the flesh, the desire of the eyes, and the
pride of life, welcomed with wicked malice
those who were born again, born from
above, and made children of God by the
influence of the Holy Spirit (John 3:3,5,6;
Gal. 5:6). The time came when society was
saturated with unnatural human
relationships. Godliness disappeared as all
barriers of modesty and moraity were
broken down.

There was no mystery to life among the
youth.

There was no holy anticipation of
marriage.

There was no shock to the sensibilities.

Then third, the generation in view
enjoyed a time of fantastic
accomplishments. The Bible speaks of
individuals who became "mighty men of
renown" (Gen. 6:4). They were "giants'
(Gen. 6:4) in the sense of grea
accomplishments much like people speak
today of giants of corporations. There were
people who were well known for their



great knowledge, their great piety, their
great courage, their great musical abilities,
their great artistic skills, their great literary
powers, and their great wealth. There were
Captains of Industries, Political Pilots to
guide the Ship of State, Prima donna's of
the theater and popular sports heroes. A
multitude of individuals became "mighty
men which were of old renown" (Gen. 6:4).

Thereisafourth observation. Though
many were great in individual
accomplishments, society as a whole was
prominent in collective wickedness. The
Bible says plainly that "the wickedness of
man was great in the earth and that every
imagination of the thought of his heart was
only evil continually" (Gen. 6:5). Here are
terrible wordsto read and yet they serve as a
warning: it is possible for the soul to
become so sin saturated that no holy
thoughts, no kind thoughts and no noble
thoughts are produced.

Thisis no hyperbole of sacred Scripture.
Rather, it is the divinely given historica
narrative of what happened to one
generation of the human race. The Bible
says that it is possible for the soul to come
to the place where it knows nothing but a
relentless, addictive, pre-occupation with
unholy habits. All mental energies, all
physical energies concentrate on how to
have more, more, more of the same. There
is no room for godly thoughts.

When the soul becomes obsessed with
vain imaginations there is hardly any
escape. There is some hope, but only if God
supernaturally  intervenes. Unfortunately,
the testimony of time is that wickedness
kills more often than it alows a cure to be
found.

If God does not show grace, then there
is only the certainty of Divine judgment
upon the wicked imaginations of the
workers of iniquity. In the days of Noah the
judgment God brought upon mankind was a
worldwide flood. Only eight people were

prepared to survive the great deluge. The
rest were left to their own plans and
programs. All of humanity could have been
prepared for the Flood. Auther W. Pink
points out that the world was not without
spiritual information.

First, man had the promise of a
Redeemer. In Genesis 3:15 the Lord God
Himself had promised that one-day the
woman's Seed should bruise the serpent's
head. Once people believed that. The sons
of God looked and longed for the Redeemer
until they began to lust after the women of
the world that God had not chosen for them.

Second, man was awar e of the proper
procedure for approaching the Lord.
People knew al about the expiatory
sacrifices. When Adam and Eve sinned in
the Garden of Eden, God in matchless grace
made a covering for their sins. An animal
was killed and the blood was shed. As Cain
and Abe knew about the right way to
approach and appease God, so did the rest
of mankind so that all were without excuse.

Third, there was the mark that God
set upon Cain (Gen. 4:15). It was a
physica mark with spiritual implications.
Whenever anyone looked at Cain they knew
that the hand of Divine judgment had fallen
upon him. To look at Cain should have
given people concern so that they would
consider their own ways and be different.

Fourth, the pre-Flood world knew
about the Sabbath. God rested on the
Sabbath and people understood. The Lord
had appointed a set time for worship (Gen.
4:3) and fellowship with Himself. The
Sabbath was instituted during the creation
week. It was to be observed each week
thereafter to teach the descendants of Adam
to honor the Lord. Though it was violated,
the Sabbath testified to the presence of a
spiritual witness.

Fifth, the longevity of the patriarchs
was a testimony that the people had spiritual
information. There was Adam and



Methusaleh. "For nine hundred and thirty
years the first man lived to tell of his
original creation and condition, of his
wicked disobedience against God and of the
fearful consequences which followed his
sin" (Pink).

Sixth, there was the preaching of
Enoch through whom God warned the
world that He was coming in judgment
(Jude 1:14,15).

Seventh, there was the trandation of
Enoch. In a supernatural way he was taken
into heaven. He walked with God and was
not, for the Lord took him.

Eighth, there was the preaching of
Noah (2 Peter 2:25) and the visual
illustration of the Ark that he began to
build. Noah and the colossal super structure
were daily visible reminders that God will
not be mocked. Though He is a God of
mercy, Heis also aGod of terrible justice.

One day justice began to be
administered to the fallen sons of Adam.
One morning a cloud appeared in the sky.
The people looked up at it in amazement.
No one had ever seen a cloud before. People
came outside their homes and places of
business t witness the new wonder in the
expansive heavens. The sky turned from
being a lovely blue to a deep color of gray.
The sun disappeared.

There was a question as to whether it
had stopped shinning for no one could see
it.  Individuals became afraid and then
terrified as something wet fell from the sky
and splashed on upturned faces. The people
did not know what to think. Perhaps God
was angry with them. Suddenly, they
remembered the words of the Lord. This
was the Day of Judgment. Noah had been
preaching about this day for so long that
people had stopped listening and started
laughing. But no one mocked the man of
God now. No one was laughing now. People
must find Noah and listen again as to how
they could be saved.

"Where is Noah?" someone cried. "He is in
the Ark he had been building,” came the
reply. "We must find him!"

There was a mad dash to the edifice that
sat on the open plans of the land.
Thousands upon thousands of people
swarmed in terrified panic towards the Ark.
Voices began to scream for suddenly the
earth shook and millions of gallons of water
came surging up from the deep. From the
bowels of the earth shot gushed more water.
The droplets of rain had become a torrent of
drenching weather and now the ground was
spewing forth more water. It was
everywhere.

Women screamed. Children cried. Men
howled. It was obvious that all this water
would soon destroy everything and drown
all of civilization. Voices were raised,
“Noah! Open the door!” “Noah! How can
we be saved!” “Noah! Help us!” “For
mercy's sake, Noah, help us!”

But Noah could not help the people. The
situation was far beyond his human control.
He had done what the Lord had instructed
him to do. He had believed that a Flood was
coming according to Divine revelation and
according to Divine instruction for the Ark
was to be 45 feet high, 75 feet wide and 450
long. His oldest child Shem was still twenty
years from being born when the work on the
Ark began. But Noah, moved by faith, at the
age of 480 years began to build something
that would save him and his children and his
children'swives.

Though the people fled to the Ark after
the Flood began, they could not get in. They
pounded on the door. But God had shut the
door and no man could open it. Leaving the
sides of the Ark the people fled home and
then moved to the rooftops. There, they
watched in stricken horror as the waters rose
rapidly around them. They stared at Death
and Death stared back without blinking.

They who had no time for God now
found themselves the objects of divine fury.



They who had no voice to pray to God now
found heaven to be brass to their pleas for
help. It is a terrible thing to fal into the
hands of the living God.

God had tried to warn men. For a
hundred and twenty years the gospel
message had gone forth. But it was ignored.
Life was too good to think of spiritual
matters and things of the soul.

There was food on the table and money
in the bank.

There were clothes to enjoy and friends
to fellowship with.

There was a world to see and
community events to enjoy. Why should the
soul seek God? "There is time to repent.”
"Thereistime to be more sober minded."

So thought the people of Noah's day.
And so think the people of our day. Jesus
said that as it was in the days of Noah so it
will be just prior to His return. Are we that
generation? | do not know. Certainly there
are similarities. This one thing we do know.
God hates sin. He hates sin as a principle of
life and He also hates specific or particular
sins for they are an abomination to Him.
Because of this, the Word of God
challenges individuals to examine the heart.
It may be that the thought of the heart is
only evil continually. It may also be that the
thoughts of the heart include signs of saving
faith. Saving faith is needed because sin is
deadly.

It is more deadly than the AIDS
epidemic.

It is more widespread than the various
forms of cancer.

Sin isthe plague of al plagues. Thereis
just one cure and that is the blood of Jesus
Christ.

In spiritual terms, the Cross of Calvary
is the ultimate Ark of safety to al who will
believe. As Noah fled to the Ark and God
shut him in, so you and | must flee to
Calvary for safety from the penalty, the
power, and the pollution of sin. When we

come to the Cross God will shut us in Christ
Jesus and we shall be eternally secure.
Nothing will then matter.

The winds of time may whip al around
with hurricane force; the gales of judgment
may blindly blow; the turbulent waters of
destruction may rise; the white capped
waves of death may consume us and yet we
shall be safe in the Ark which is Jesus
Christ.

“For | am persuaded, that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able
to separate us from the love of God, which
Is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-
39).

When Jesus Christ is Lord and Saviour
He transforms the will and the mind. He
gives to people new thoughts. Divine grace
will substitute the wonderful plans of God
for wicked imaginations. Doris Simerson
wanted to put away her wicked
Imaginations and so she prayed this prayer.

Dear Lord, my heart and life | yield,

Submission to Thy will; | only ask that |
may have

Some humble place tofill.

| do not yearn for worldwide fame.
But, rather, to exalt Thy name.

I know Thou hast some special task
That Thou wouldst have me do;
Soeak now, my Lord, 'tisall | ask
And may | then betrue

To all that Thou desirest of me:
Allow me, now, Thy will to see.

Since God hates pride, it is imperative
that those who call upon His name judge
every impulse to pride and every boastful
word.

Since God hates a lying tongue,
falsehood must be confessed.



Since God hates the murder, then hatred
in the heart must be rooted out.
Since God hates the heat that

deliberately plans wickedness, then new
thoughts must be pursued.

This radical change of heart can only
begin with a full surrender to Jesus Christ.
When our faith and trust isin the Person and
work of Christ, there is no need to fear the
future. Noah was not afraid because he was
in the care of God. By faith Noah had
appropriated the means of salvation which
God had provided.

The Bible tells us that there is a terrible
future for al unbelievers. Universal
judgment happened once and it will happen
again. The first time was by flood, the next
time shall be by fire. No one should be
surprised.

Can it be that the world's stockpile of
nuclear weapons will not ultimately be
used? Perhaps these weapons of mass
destruction will explode over the earth or
something even worse. The Bible tells us
plainly that the world will be destroyed in
the future by fire. “The day will come
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be
dissolved, and the elements shall melt with
fervent heat. Nevertheless, we, according to
His promise, look for a new heaven and a
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.
Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for
such things, be diligent that ye may be found
of Him in peace, without spot, and
blameless” (2 Pet 3:12-14).
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Seven Deadly Sins
Chapter 5

A Daughter of Destruction
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Proverbs 6:16-18
Mark 6:14-29

In the ancient world the feet were well
taken care of for healthy feet were essentia
to travel and work. A person with diseased
or disabled feet was in serious trouble in
life. That is not necessarily the case today.
A handicapped person in modern society
can still enjoy great mobility by way of
electric wheel chairs and specially designed
automobiles. President Franklin Roosevelt
was crippled by polio and yet he was able to
serve America during some of the most
turbulent days of the twentieth century.
Roosevelt was among the first to drive a car
by specia levers on the steering column.

In the ancient world feet were used to
speak symbolically of great power. In Psalm
8:6 the observation is made that man would
rule and reign over creation by Divine
design. “Thou madest him [man] to have
dominion over the works of thy hands; thou
has put all things under his feet.”

Because of the special attention given to
feet, God speaks about the misuse of them.
In particular God says that He hates the feet
that are swift in running to evil or mischief.
Turning to the gospel of Mark the narrative
is given of ayoung girl who used her feet to
swiftly run to evil.

The setting for this sad story takes place
in the palace of King Herod. The reference
is to Herod Antipas, ruler of Galilee and
Perea from 4 BC to AD 39. Officidly,
Antipas was not a king but this title was
used of him and by him. When the word
came to the palace that a prophet from



Galilee was causing a great stirring among
the masses, Antipas grew concerned. His
conscience was smitten and fear gripped his
soul. "Was it possible?" he thought to
himself "that John the Baptist was risen
from the dead?" Antipas had good reason to
be afraid. He had broken the mora Law of
God. The Law said, “ Thou shalt not covet
thy neighbor's wife” (Exodus 20:17).
Antipas had coveted his own brother's wife,
awoman named Herodias. Herodias was not
innocent for she availed herself of theillicit
advances of the king and was willing to
divorce her husband Philip for another man.
This incestuous and adulterous relationship
was denounced by John the Baptist.

Though other people in Palestine were
just as guilty in acts of inappropriate
behavior as Antipas and Herodias, John
looked at the leadership of the land and
declared, “ It is not lawful for thee to have
thy brother's wife.” Neither the passage of
time nor the acceptance by society of this
lifestyle would change the eterna law of
God.  Spirituality is not obtained by
democracy nor is it obtained by capricious
behavior or amonarchy.

Severa years ago, former US Senator
Mark Hatfield spoke at a chapel service in
Manhattan, Kansas. He talked about ethics
in government. The Watergate break-in was
on everyone's minds. Senator Hatfield was
defending the politicians in Washington as a
group. "People in government are no
different,” he said, "than other people. They
merely reflect the mainstream of society.”
Perhaps he is right and yet people desire
their government officials to be good, to be
clean, and to be moral.

Former Speaker of the House Jm
Wright learned this lesson the hard way in
the summer of 1989 after he took illegal
royalties for a book he had written. The
public outcry was so great he was forced to
resign.

John the Baptist looked at Herod
Antipas and said to the king, "You are
morally wrong to live as you do,” and
Herod agreed. By now Antipas realized that
the wisdom of Proverbs was still valid. “ He
that goeth after her [i.e. an adulterous
woman] straightway, [is as] an ox [that]
goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the
correction of the stocks; Till a dart strike
through his liver; as a bird hastenth to the
snare, and knoweth not that it isfor hislife”
(Proverbs 7:22-23).

Antipas had come to know Herodias a
lot better. He discovered that she was more
than the beautiful bride of his brother that
he had coveted. Herodias was as vile a
person as hell ever produced. She was
proud, sensual, arrogant, beautiful, brilliant,
but hard as iron in her soul. Beneath her
breast was a cold and ruthless heart capable
of the most cruel and vindictive revenge that
adaughter of the devil could devise.

When word came that John the Baptist
was condemning her lifestyle before the
nation, Herodias was furious and declared
war on the saint. How dare this wandering
nomad question her actions? How dare this
self-righteous son of the desert speak in a
disrespectful manner? How dare this coarse
eater of locust and wild honey make her a
public example of sin and shame? Who did
he think he was!

If Herodias hated John, Herod Antipas
had a different reaction which was rooted in
fear. Herod knew that John was a just and
holy man. Antipas had observed John
carefully.

Here was no charlatan.

Here was no charismatic revolutionary
leader trying to form a personal following.

Here was a prophet of God, anointed by
the Holy Ghost to preach with powers those
sermons that he received from heaven.

While Herod reacted differently to John,
his heart was not fundamentally different



from that of Herodias for Herod Antipas
was no friend of righteousness.

Though he feared John and even stood
in awe of him, though Herod possessed
powerful feelings of guilt, though he desired
to keep peace with Herodias, Herod's heart
was given over to evil, as time would soon
tell.

If Herod Antipas did not kill John
immediately, it was only because of
restraining grace and the fact that he feared
John. Perhaps there is an indictment in this
passage against many Christians. No one
fears them. No one is afrad to do wrong
around them. In fact, if the truth were told,
there are some Christians who look at one
another and wink at sin. They communicate
an unspoken language that says in effect, “ |
will support you in acts of unkindness and
injustice if you will support me. And we will
appeal to the Scripture to do thisfor thereis
a passage which says that ‘love covers a
multitude of sins'." And so it isthat precious
souls for whom Christ has died enter into a
mutual contract with spiritual death.

The Church at the end of the twentieth
century must learn to walk once more in
holy fear, as did the Church of the first
century. The Bible says that there was a
time when the presence of God was
manifested in the Church and people were
afraid to sin (Acts 2:43). “ And fear came
upon every soul: and many wonders and
signs wer e done by the apostles.”

When the early Church held al of its
members in high esteem and cared for them
to the point that they would do nothing to
harm them, when the early Church held its
members to a high level of holy
accountability there was a godly fear that
was welcomed by al (Acts 5:11). “And
great fear came upon all the church, and
upon as many as heard these things.”

Today, as a social force in society,
Christians fear neither God nor man and no
man fears them. But long ago, Herod

Antipas feared John because he was a
Christian and because he was a
communicator of the gospel of God.

If Antipas feared John, Herodias hated
him and was determined to destroy him. But
for that to happen, Herod had to agree to the
execution. Herodias knew just how to make
him agree for Herodias knew the heart of
her husband and how to manipulate it. She
would simply bid her time and waited for a
convenient day. Her day came when Herod's
birth date was to be celebrated. Herodias
saw her opportunity and seized the moment
by sending her daughter to dance before the
king at the banquet.

According to custom, Antipas had
invited many guests which included high
civil officials, military commanders, and the
socialy prominent of society. The wine
flowed freely and Salome entered to dance.
The king was well drunk with wine.

As Herod and his guests looked on with
licentious delight, this Daughter of
Destruction danced in an erotic and
suggestive manner. With mincing steps and
the magical movement of her body, Salome
seduced the slobbering sovereign of the
land. When the dance was over, the
impulsive king spoke to Salome saying in a
drunken dlur, “Ask for anything you wish
and | will giveit to you.”

The girl hesitated. Antipas repeated his
promise.

“Whatsoever you ask | will giveto

you, up to the half of my kingdom.”

Salome giggled with delight. How
generous the king was being with that
remark. Laughing over her shoulder,
Salome exited the room and ran to her
mother.

“What shall | ask for mother?” And
mother replied, “ Go back and tell Antipas
that you want the head of John the Baptist.”

What? Is it possible? Is Herodias
serious? Would any sane mother instruct her
daughter in the way of bloody destruction



and certain damnation? The answer is,
"YES" And do not be shocked. It still
happens every day.

The story is told of a young girl who
was admitted to a hospital with a fata
illness. She was the only child and the
darling of her parents. Her every whim had
been gratified. One day after examining her,
the doctor whispered in the mother's ear.
But the sick girl overheard. She was going
to die. Calling her mother to the bedside the
girl said,

“Mother, you have taught me how to
dance, how to sip my cocktails, how to hold
my cigarettes and how to dress. But one
thing you have failed to teach me. Mother,
you have not taught me how to die.”

Salome did not even hesitate in her
return to Antipas. Her feet were swift to run
to execute an evil plan hatched in hell and
the hardness of a scorned woman's heart.
The vile deed was to be done. Not willing to
lose social respect in the presence of so
many, Herod Antipas ordered the execution
of John the Baptist.

The lictor was sent. Into the filthy prison
hole the guards went and laid hands on
John. His chain rattled. Quickly he was
moved to an execution cell. There, he was
forced to kneel. Death came swiftly as a
powerful soldier raised a sharp axe and
brought the blade with a mighty force upon
the sacred neck. The head was severed from
the body. The blood gushed forth upon the
ground. The golden voice was now gone
forever that had once cried, " Repent ye: for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand!"

The hand that had baptized the Son of

the Living God suddenly lay cold and
lifeless. The soul was silent now that in
humility had said of Christ, "He must
increase but | must decrease.”

The finger that pointed multitudes
towards the Man from Galilee rested.

But people would never forget that it
was John who had first said, “ Behold, the

Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the
world.”

With studied callousness the guard
reached down on the dirty dungeon floor
and picked up John's severed head by the
tangled massive hairs drenched in blood. He
threw it violently on a platter and slammed
the expensive covering down on the royal
dish. The king's soldier gave the silver
platter to Salome, who, in a mock ceremony
brought the prophet's head to Antipas.

And so it was that this Daughter of
Destruction took the charger and actually
carried it to her mother. Her feet were swift
in running to do evil. And heaven watched
her run. The feet of that young and beautiful
dancing damsel were an abomination to
God. "I hate all those who walk in the path
of the ungodly,” says the Lord and the feet
that be swift in running to mischief."

In contrast to Salome are the feet that
God thinks are beautiful. They are spoken
of in Romans 10:15. “ How beautiful are the
feet of them that preach the gospel of peace,
and bring glad tidings of good things!”

For those who would have God think
well of their spiritua feet, two things must
be done.

First, the gospel of peace must be
preached. By life as well as by lip the
gospel must be proclamed. Many years
ago in the mountains of Georgia there lived
a poor widow. She had a few acres of
ground where she raised berries and one
thing and another, and made a little money
keeping chickens and selling eggs. She also
took in washing and did other humble work
for a living. The one bright spot in her
dreary life was a very intelligent son who
surpassed everyone in the district school.
The mother worked hard to get the money
to send him on to college. The son aso
worked hard to make good grades in
college.

Finally, he graduated with high honors
and won a gold medal for specia excellence



in study. When it came time for him to
graduate he went up to his mountain home
and said, "Mother, you must come down
and see me graduate.”

"No," said his mother. "I have nothing
fit to wear, and you would be ashamed of
your mother before all these grand people.”

"Ashamed of you!" he exclaimed with
his eyes full of love. "Ashamed of youl!
Mother, Never! | owe everything | am to
you, and you must come down. What is
more, | will not graduate unless you come.”

Finally, she yielded. He brought her to
the town. When the graduating day came
the mother went to the commencement
exercises in her plain calico dress, her neat
but faded shawl and her ssmple mountain
bonnet. He tried to take her down the
middle aisle where sat the richest people of
the town, friends of the graduating class, but
she refused and insisted on sitting way off
under the galley.

The son went upon the platform and
delivered his graduating address. He was
handed his diploma and received his medal.
No sooner had he received the gold medal
than the son walked down from the platform
and way over to where his mother sat and
there amidst the applause of the throng, he
pinned the gold medal on her faded shawl
and said, "Mother, that belongs to you. You
earned it." The son knew that the gospel
had been preached to him by the sacrificial
life his mother had lived.

As the gospel must be preached by our
lives, so the glad tidings are to be brought to
others. Every Christian can bring good news
to others. And the best news is that Christ
will save us and forgive us of al our sins.

Snners Jesus will receive;

Sound this word of grace to all
Who the heavenly pathway leave,
All who linger, all who fall.

Sngito'er and o'er again;

Christ receiveth sinful men;
Make the message clear and plain:
Christ receiveth sinful men.

God wants us to have beautiful feet, feet
that preach the gospel and feet that bring
glad tidings. He does not want us to have
feet that are swift to run into mischief.

*



Seven Deadly Sins
Chapter 6

The Silent Savior

~* <

Proverbs 6:16-19
M atthew 26:57-64

There was once a time when buffalo
roamed by the millions upon the American
continent. Indians and scouts in the Old
West record watching vast buffalo herds
pass by, hour upon hour. Then came the
settlers who started to slaughter the bison.
Some wanted the fur. Others wanted the
bones. And some wanted only the tongue of
the buffal o because it made a tasty steak.

A Greek philosopher asked his servant
to provide the best possible dish. The
servant prepared a dish of tongue saying, “ It
IS the best of all dishes, because with it we
may bless and communicate happiness,
dispel sorrow, remove despair, cheer the
fainthearted, inspire the discouraged, and
say a hundred other things to uplift
mankind.”

Later the philosopher asked his servant
to provide the worst dish of which he could
think. A dish of tongue appeared on the
table. The servant explained. “ It is the worst
of all dishes because with it we may curse
and break human hearts; destroy
reputations; promote discord and strife; set
families, communities, and nations at war
with each other.”

Solomon wrote, “Whoso keepeth his
tongue, keepeth his soul from trouble.”

Had Eve kept her tongue, she would not
have talked to Satan and fallen into sin.

It can aso be stated that, “Whoso
keepeth his tongue, avoids the hatred of
God.”

Our text teaches that God hates the lying
tongue. In particular is the tongue that
breathes out liesin false testimony. Whether
in a court of law or in the court of public
opinion, the tongue that speaks a false
witness is hated by God. Here then is a holy
duty for Christians. We are to set a guard
upon our mouths. The tongue is to be made
secure because words that wound, once
uttered, can never be retrieved.

How like an arrow is a word,
At random after speeding,

To find a target never meant
And set some heart a-bleeding.

Oh, pray that Heaven may seal the lips
Err unkind words are spoken;

For Heaven itsalf cannot recall,
When once that seal is broken.

When Moses came down from Mt.
Sinai, he had two tablets of stone written
upon by the finger of God. The first tablet
set forth man's duty to God. The second
tablet set forth man's duty to his neighbor.
In stone it has been recorded as a permanent
mandate, “ Thou shalt not bear false witness
against thy neighbor” (Ex. 20:16). There
are good reasons for the Divine prohibition.

First, a false witness will use harsh
wordsthat only hurt.

One day a harsh word, harshly said,
Upon an evil journey sped,
And like a sharp and cruel dart
It pierced a fond and loving heart.
It turned a friend into a foe
And everywhere brought pain and woe.

A kind word followed it one day,

Soed swiftly on its blessed way.

It healed the wound and smoothed the pain
And friends of old were friends again.



It made the hate and anger cease,
And everywhere brought joy and peace.

And yet, the harsh word left a trace,
The kind word could not efface,

And though the heart its love regained
It left a scar that long remained.

Friends can forgive but not forget,
Nor lose the sense of keen regret.

Oh, if we would but learn to know
How swift and sure our words can go.

How we would weigh with utmost care,
Each thought before it reached the air
And only speak the words that move
Like white-winged messengers of love.

A false witness that speaketh lies will
use harsh words that are meant to wound
and inflict pain.

Second, a false testimony is
unnecessary. What makes interesting
conversation may not be spiritualy
profitable or necessary. Words are not
neutral. They always have an effect, which
iswhy,

A careless word may kindle strife,
A cruel word may wreck a life,

A bitter word may hate instill,

A humble word may smite and kill,

A gracious word may smooth the way,
A joyous word may light the day,
Atimely word may lessen stress,

A lovely word may heal and bless.

Colossians 4:6 commands Christians to
“Let your speech be always with grace,
seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye
ought to answer every man.”

Then third, a false witness brings self-
destruction. In the matter of bearing afalse
witness, God Himself will not be silent, but
will so order providence that a just

judgment is administered upon the false
witness.

Proverbs 19:5 says that, “ A false witness
shall not be unpunished, and he that
speaketh lies shall not escape”

Proverbs 21:28 promises that, "A false
witness shall perish.”

The prophet Isaiah took comfort in the
promise that, “No weapon that is formed
against thee shall prosper; and every
tongue that shall rise against thee in
judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the
heritage of the servants of the Lord, and
their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord”
(Isa. 54:17).

Despite the Divine prohibitions, and
despite the words of warning of certain
destruction, the heart is so hardened in sin
that false testimony is still given far too
often. There are a number of reasons why
this happens.

Sometimes a false statement is
motivated by lofty ideals. During the days
of Joshua, a group of people caled the
Gibeonites sent ambassadors into the camp
of the Israglites to perpetuate a deception.
The impression was given that they came
from a distant region when in fact the
Gibeonites lived in the immediate vicinity.
A misguided philosophy that it was al right
to trade lies for lives only made the matter
worse in the end. Angered by the deception,
the Israglites enslaved the Gibeonites
instead of negotiating with them as with
equals.

Other people make no pretensions of
having lofty ideals. They are not so noble
minded. There are those who want revenge
and thus are motivated to lie. The sons of
Jacob devised a lying scheme to destroy the
Shechemites. They made promises that they
never meant to keep. Lies were used
because the thirst for revenge was strong. It
was believed that their sister Diana had been
sexually mistreated by one of the men of
Shechem. The sons of Jacob were



determined to exact vengeance upon all the
Shechemites.

And then there are those who lie, alter
the truth, or concedl it, as a means of self
protection, much like the Roman soldiers
who said that the disciples came and stole
the body of Jesus. According to Roman law,
if aprisoner escaped, the guard on duty had
to serve out the sentence.

Still others give a fase testimony in
order to embellish a story. Something dull
can be spiced up by adding an extra
measure of sensationalism. The Amalekite
claimed to have killed Saul when in fact the
King had committed suicide at the Battle of
Gilboa.

So there are many motives for lying.
What is gignificant, is that all false
testimonies have something in common:
someone always gets wounded. In Matthew
26 the story is told of how Jesus suffered
because a false witness was made against
Him.

He who came to heal was made to hurt.

He who came to love was hated.

He who spoke truth became the object
of falsehood.

Behind the arrest of Christ and the false
witnesses were the chief priests of Isragl,
the edes, and the council of the
Sanhedrian. The names of these people are
not given, but heaven has recorded their
deeds, and one day they will kneel before
the very Lord they hurt. One day they will
give an account for the things that they said.
What a shame it was that religious leaders
lied in the first place.

Religious people arrested Jesus.

Religious people lied about Christ.

Religious people came to a point that
they did not care how much pan and
suffering they inflicted upon another.

Under Jewish law two witnesses had to
be produced in order to condemn a person.
The chief priests and others tried to find two
people to lie who would also agree. It was a

challenge despite the fact that there were
many false witness. There were many that
were willing to sell their soul to Satan. But
the practica problem was that the liars
could not agree. If briefed, they were having
a hard time keeping their stories straight.
Abraham Lincoln once said that liars have
to have good memories.

Finally, the Sanhedrian found two
witnesses. Both men could agree that Jesus
had said, “ | am able to destroy the temple
of God, and to build it in three days.”
Literally, the temple of God refers to the
Holy Temple in Jerusalem first built by
Solomon and then rebuilt by Zerubbabel
and Herod. So sacred was the Temple that
to defaceit in any way was a penalty subject
to death and here was Jesus declaring that
He able to destroy the Temple of God and
rebuild it in three days. What Jesus meant
by this statement is fully explained in John
3:19-21. In context, Jesus had cleansed the
Temple of illicit trading, and the religious
leaders were upset with Him. In fact, they
were furious for it is the nature of people to
resent correction even when well deserved.
"What sign," the priests demanded of Jesus,
"can you show us, seeing that thou doest
these things?" And Jesus gave them a sign,
the only sign He ever gave to validate His
authenticity. The sign was that of His
resurrection. “ Destroy this Temple,” He
said, “and in three days, | will raise it up.”
The Jewish people did not understand that
Jesus was not referring to the literal Temple
of Stone, but He spoke of the Temple of His
Body.

Time passed and the words of Christ
came back to be used against Him, for
people twisted His words. And when that
happened, Jesus did not challenge them. In
the face of the false witnesses Jesus was
silent. It was not easy, but it was the wise
thing to do. The greatest of al the saints
have learned to be slent when a fase
witnessis being given.



David was slandered by Shimel, the son
of Gera, who not only cursed him, but cast
stones at the king (2 Sam. 16:5-6). When
Abishai wanted to go and take off the head
of Shimei, David said, "Let him alone, and
let him curse.” But why David? Why are
you so silent? Two reasons are given.

First, "the Lord hath bidden him,” said
David. And second, "It may be that the Lord
will look on mine affliction, and the Lord
will requite me good for his cursing this
day" (2 Sam. 16:11-12). God will have pity
upon those who suffer unjustly and for
righteousness sake.

One of the great issues that face the
Church, as the book of Proverbs is read, is
“How can the people of God make personal
application of selected passages? How can
Christians be different than the world in the
matter of being a witness to the truth and
avoiding falsehood?” Deuteronomy 13:14
provides the answer. Divine guidance
comes, and truth is spoken, as the heart

remembers that God hates a false witness.
The Biblical command is to be different.
“Ye shall walk after the Lord your God, and
fear Him, and keep His commandments, and
obey His voice, and ye shall serve Him, and
cleave unto Him.”

One way that the Christian walks after
God is by not bearing afase witness. And if
the truth cannot be told or received then let
the lips be more silent. If the Saviour can be
discrete, so can the saints. It may not be
easy, but it is the will of God that His
people at least dwaystell the truth. The way
of the Lord is something to be sought. If this
concept can be expanded upon, then a word
of caution must be said about the bearing of
afalse witness to the ideas of other faiths or
position. The temptation arises to
misrepresent what the Catholics or cults
believe in order to enhance the Protestant
faith. This should not be done.

Finally, there must a warning about
misrepresenting a particular situation.

Both the pessimist and the optimist should
be careful not to give afalse witness.

~*



Seven Deadly Sins
Chapter 7

The Danger of Sowing Discord

~%

Proverbs 6:16,19
Galatians 2:11-21

One of the greatest challenges that face
any local assembly is that of keeping peace
among the people. It has been said that
when two Baptist get together there are
three opinions presented. Such has always
been the case. In the first century, just like
today, the believers wrestled with personal
relationships. Sometimes the tensions
became so great that physical separation
took place as illustrated in Acts 15:36-40
over the issue of John Mark. Paul and
Barnabas broke fellowship over whether or
not to allow Mark to be part of their second
missionary journey. Barnabas wanted to
show grace and give Mark a second chance,
Paul wanted nothing to do with someone
who had proven to be faithless in the hour
of testing. The anger between Barnabas and
Paul was so great that they went their
Separate ways.

Unfortunately Christians can and do hurt
one another. Sometimes the pain is inflicted
without malicious intent, but there is agony
all the same. The great Apostle Peter offers
one illustration of how discord can be sown
among the brethren, even though he did not
mean for that to happen. The trouble began
when Peter moved from one group to
another and one person to ancther, with a
different story for each. The sad situation
unfolds rather simply.

Peter had gone to minister to various
churches being established in South Galatia.
He visited all the important cities: Psidian,
Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe. When

Peter arrived in Antioch, there was a serious
problem. Two groups of people had
emerged to contend with one another.

First, there was The Gentile Group.
The Gentile Group consisted of born again
believers who had never been under the
Law of Moses.

They had no history of Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob.

They had no memories of a glorious
past.
They had no religious Temple or rituals
of sacrifices.

What the Gentile Group did have was a
newfound faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and
Saviour. And so Peter began to eat a
fellowship meal with the Gentiles, followed
by the Agape Feast, or the Lord's Supper. It
was this eating of the Lord's Supper which
became a matter of great controversy (cp. 1
Corinthians  11:17-34). In  Antioch,
segregation had taken place among racial
lines as Jewish Christians separated
themselves from Gentile Christians. At the
heart of the separation was a single great
guestion:  “Was it proper for Jewish
Christians to eat with Gentile Christians
who had never been under the Law of
Moses, and who did not honor the rituals of
the Mosaic Law, especially those regarding
the diet?”

The problem was a challenge for the
Church for this reason: Jews, who had
turned to faith in Christ, were being asked to
think in a whole new way, and it was not
easy. Christian Jews were being asked to
give up the ritua and rules of the Mosaic
Law for alife of faith and simplicity. This
was not easy to do.

For centuries, the Jews had observed
strict dietary laws concerning clean and
unclean animals (Leviticus 11). The
Gentiles had no such heritage. The Gentiles
had no dietary boundaries. Therefore, when
a Gentile brought certain meats to the Love
Feast that were considered unclean, could a



devout Christian Jew, eat with the Gentiles?
Some Jewish Christians had decided the
answer was "No", which naturally offended
the Gentiles. In the Antioch Church, two
cultures clashed, and division set in to
disrupt the harmony, and the sweet
fellowship once found in the Church. It did
not have to happen, but it did happen
because individuals who should have known
better set aside the basics of the gospel.

Was not the death of Christ for al types
of men, Jew and Gentile, slave and free, rich
or poor?

Did not Christ, by His death fulfill and
therefore abolish the shadows of the Old
Testament?

Was not the wall of separation between
Jew and Gentile broken down never to be
rebuilt again?

The answer to each question is, “ Yes!”
“Yes!” “Yesl”

And yet, these biblical truths were now
forgotten. Doctrine had not yet fully
transformed hearts so that persona
application of gospel principles was in
effect. From this narrative we learn afresh
that there is a large difference between the
head and the heart. People may know what
to do, and yet act contrary to that
knowledge.

When Peter arrived in Antioch, he knew
what to do. Peter understood as a Jew, the
redemptive work of Christ on the Cross.
Peter correctly knew he was free to eat with
the Gentiles. But then one day, something
happened. Into this Gentile assembly
waked a delegation from Jerusaem
(Galatians 2:12).

In this delegation were some militant
Messianic Jews who were determined to
maintain their cultura identity. They would
believe in Jesus as the Messiah. But, they
would also keep their Jewish cultura
heritage. Moreover, they would insist that
Gentile converts also honor the ancient
Jewish rituals and rules of dietary conduct.

The stage was set for an explosive
incident. It did not take long for the conflict
to begin. As soon as the delegation from
Jerusalem arrived, Peter withdrew from the
Gentiles and separated himself. The Bible
tells exactly why Peter did what he did.
Peter was afraid of the those which were of
the circumcision (Gal. 2:12).

The fear Peter felt is both interesting and
instructive. It is interesting because it is
very much a characteristic of Peter to be
forceful and fearful, strong and weak, brave
and cowardly. We remember that it was
Peter who had once boasted to Jesus, “ Even
if I must die with thee, yet will | not deny
thee.”

However, a short time later, Peter was
found cursing and shouting, “ | do not know
the man!” That was the fearful, weak, and
cowardly Peter.

Then came the Day of Pentecost. Peter
boldly stood to proclam the gospel of
Christ. And when he was arrested, he sang
songs in jail. That was the brave, loyal, and
fearless Peter. So Peter could be heroic. But
he could also be found halting between two
opinions (James 1:8). When a few legalists
from Jerusalem showed up at the Church in
Antioch, Peter fell apart. He became afraid,
and in his fear, Peter acted in an emotional
and irrationa manner.

The fear found in Peter is instructive
because it explains in part why good men,
godly men will succumb to harmful
practices. Theword isfear.

Thereisfear of losing people.

Thereisfear of not being liked.

There is fear of losing financia
resources.

There is fear of being considered
unloving.

Thereisfear of confrontation.

Thereisfear of appearing foolish.

There are many fears to be found in the
ministry. Of course, no one wants to admit
to being afraid. Peter would never have



admitted that he was scared of the opinion
of the Jews from Jerusalem, but he was.
And so, in a moment of weakness, Peter
lacked the mora and spiritua courage
needed to call the legalists to repentance and
spiritual renewal. Such isthe nature of fear.

Fear can paralyze the voice.

Fear can redirect one's thinking to call
wrong right.

Fear can cause othersto sin (Gal. 2:13).

The rest of the Jews in Antioch joined
Peter in playing the hypocrite. There is no
easy way to say it, but Peter became a
religious hypocrite. He acted one way with
the Gentiles. Peter ate al types of meats.
But then, when the Jews from Jerusalem
arrived, Peter acted in an opposite manner.
He acted as a hypocrite.

The charge of being a hypocrite hurts,
but that is what the Holy Spirit declares of
Peter. He was acting contrary to his inner
convictions. Peter knew that Jesus had made
all meats clean according to Mark 7:19.
Peter knew that Jesus had invited al sinners
to come to Himself. And all that came, were
in no way cast out (Matt. 11:28-30). The
Gentiles had come to Christ. There was
something else. Peter could remember how
God had given him a persona vision that he
was not to regard as unclean what the Lord
had cleansed (Acts 10:9-16). Peter was to
eat meats set before him even though at one
time the meats were called unclean. After
his heavenly vision, Peter ate with Gentiles.
But now, because a few legalists were
insisting once more on Kkeeping the
traditions of men, Peter violated his own
beliefs.

Peter's bad behavior, along with others,
convinced even Barnabas to be carried away
with the height of hypocrisy, which
absolutely amazed Paul. Paul had thought
that surely Barnabas would hold out against
renewed legalism. But no, Barnabas too was
overcome by peer pressures. It does
happen. Just like that. Those who know best

can be found to act the worse. Those one
would think would stand firm, are found to
be weak and a disappointment. Why?

Because bad behavior generates its own
momentum, and grows in power, emotion,
and intensity. People ingtinctively believe
that bad behavior has to be justified to the
bitter end, no matter how much more
damage will be done. And so, for a short
while, error was triumphant in the Church
of Antioch.

Doctrinally, the gospel was no longer
preached as being according to free grace.
Salvation was once more bound up with
good works. The result of this false spiritual
emphasis was that the Church divided.

Unity gave way to division.

Brotherly love was no longer
manifested.

Grace was replaced by the traditions of
men.

Into this sad situation came Paul who
immediately discerned what was happening.
When Paul assessed the circumstances, his
holy soul was stirred with righteous
indignation.

What the delegates from Jerusalem had
Insisted upon was not right!

What Peter was doing was not right!

Nor was it right that Barnabas was
carried away by all the rest!

What will Paul do? Paul will stand for
the gospel truth. He will stand as one man
against the many. He will do what is right,
and he will insist that others do right as
well.

As Dr. Bob Jones Sr. used to say to
students, “ Do right! Though the stars fall
from heaven, do right!”

Paul will do right. He will go and speak
to Peter so that we read, “ When | saw that
they walked not uprightly according to the
truth of the gospel, | spoke unto Peter,
before themall...” (Gal. 2:14).

There was a day that Paul challenged
Peter, because Peter was to blame. By his



attitude and by his actions Peter was guilty
of sowing discord among the Brethren. He
needed to be reminded that the gospel way
is still the only way for those who will be
faithful to the origina cause of Christ.
Erroneous doctrines will come into the
Church, but the Word of God still abides
forever.

When Paul spoke to Peter, he did so
because he realized that no Church is any
stronger than its spiritual leadership. When
Paul spoke to Peter, he did so on the basis of
the Word of Truth, not on the basis of
personal differences. There is an old adage
that says that doctrine divides. And it does.

Doctrine divides the wheat from the
tares.

Doctrine divides the sheep from the
goats.

Doctrine divides the lost from the saved.

Doctrine divides the elect from the non-
elect.

Doctrine divides those who will obey
the Lord from those who will not.

But doctrine also unites.

Doctrine brings boundaries to believers.

Doctrine provides a rally point to focus
upon.

Doctrine brings unity and harmony to
the congregation of the righteous.

For this to happen, two things must be
present.

First, a measure of fearlessness must
be manifested to preserve, protect, and
present doctrinal truth. If Peter is fearful,
Paul is fearless enough to teach what is
right, and insist that others aso do right,
according to gospel terms.

Second, someone  must have
knowledge of the truth, if things are going
to be done according to gospel terms.
Personal opinions and private
interpretations have no place in the plan of
God, or the Church of Jesus Christ. God has
spoken, but not haphazardly. He has given
to His people a faith, a body of truth which

must be contended for (Jude 1:3). God has
aso given to the Church, apostles, and
prophets, and evangelists, and pastors, and
teachers, for the perfecting of the saints, for
the work of the ministry, for the edifying of
the body of Christ (Eph. 4:11-12).

God has entrusted truth to faithful
people who are commanded to impart it to

other faithful individuals. Why? Because
someone has to know the truth if the Church
Isto move forward.

When Paul spoke to Peter, he did so
because the doctrine of grace teaches that
man is justified, not by the works of the
Law, but by faith in Jesus Christ (Gal. 2:16).
Justification is one of the great doctrines of
the Bible. Dr. William Hendriksen provides
an excellent definition. “ Justification is that
gracious act of God whereby, on the basis
solely of Christ's accomplished mediatorial
work, He [ God] declares the sinner just and
the [sinner] latter accepts this benefit with a
believing heart.”

Justification happens at the point of
salvation. The gospel is preached. The Holy
Spirit illuminates the darkened mind so that
the free grace of afree gospel is understood:
Christ died in the place of the guilty.

"l am guilty," says the soul. "But Jesus
took my place. He became my substitute.
This| believe." And God the Father declares
the believing soul to be justified in His
sight.

To be justified means that the sinner's
guilt isimputed to Christ.

To be justified means that the
righteousness of Christ is imputed to the
sinner.

Consider the scene in a Courtroom. The
Judge of the Universe is on the Bench.
Before Him is the record of the Accused.
Thetrial is over. The prisoner is standing to
listen to his sentence. The jury has passed
the verdict. "Guilty as charged!"

The spectators are silent. Justice must be
served. The Judge speaks and His words



catch everyone by surprise. "The prisoner is
not guilty but righteous!”

He declares. "The prisoner is free to
go."

"Foul!" criesthe Accuser.

"How can it be?"

"Not foul'" responds the Judge.
"Another One has already stood before Me
in the place of the Guilty. He has become
their substitute. | executed the full penalty of
the Law upon Him. The price has been paid
in full. I have charged the prisoner's debt to
His account.” Such isthe nature of grace.

Paul would do anything he could to
protect the pure gospel of free grace, even to
the point of challenging another pillar of the
Church. And if we know anything about
Peter, he was grateful that Paul corrected
him.

Now, Peter can stop being afraid.

Now, Peter will no longer be a pawn,
used by others.

Now Peter can stop sowing discord
among the Brethren for it is something that
God hates.



