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The First Epistle of Peter

Human Author: Peter

Divine Author: God the Holy Spirit

Written c. AD 66

Audience: The churches of Asia Minor - present-day Turkey, with their largely Jewish, but also
Gentile membership
Key Word: Suffering

Key verses: 1 Peter 4:12-13

“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some
strange thing happened unto you: 13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's
sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.”

1 PETER 1

1 Peter, an apostle [lit. one sent] of Jesus Christ, to the strangers [pilgrims]
scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,

1:1 Peter. The author designates himself by the name that Jesus gave him (Matt. 4:18; John 1:42)
for his steadfastness in the sphere of faith.

1:1 scattered throughout. Paul had evangelized many of these areas; other areas comprising
modern Turkey had churches that were started by the Jews who were in Jerusalem on the day of
Pentecost and heard Peter's sermon (Acts 2:9-11).

2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification
of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto
you, and peace, be multiplied.

1:2 elect. The doctrine of election is designed to teach that salvation is not a random act of chance
but a divine undertaking of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. The force of the
word elect cannot and should not be minimized. From the sea of fallen humanity, God in His great
mercy has chosen or elected some to salvation. This choice or election was not, and is not
dependent upon human merit or ability but upon free grace.

1:2 foreknowledge. God does not look down the corridors of time to determine which way the
volition of a person will go when presented with the gospel, and on the basis of that elect the
person to salvation. Such an understanding of foreknowledge makes God irrelevant. God certainly
foreknows all matters of men. However the word is used here in another sense.
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1:7 trial of your faith. At the second advent of Jesus, praise and honor and glory await those who
suffer for the sake of righteousness according to gospel terms. The praise will come as the Lord
says, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant” (Matt. 25:21). Honor and glory will come when
the Lord continues to say, “I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy
lord” (Matt. 25:21, 23).

8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:

1:8 ye love. It is possible to love Christ though the believer has not yet seen Him in the flesh.
Loving Christ is more than loving an idea or a memory. It is loving a living person. To love the
name of Jesus is to love Him as the resurrected Savior.

“There is a Name I love to hear,
I love to sing its worth;

It sounds like music in my ear,
The sweetest Name on earth.

O how I love Jesus,
O how I love Jesus,
O how I love Jesus,

Because He first loved me!”

Frederick Whitfield

9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.

1:9 the end of faith. The grand objective of living out the ethics of the Christian faith is to bring
glory to God through gospel obedience and the salvation of the soul.

10 Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who
prophesied of the grace that should come unto you.

1:10 salvation. Some think it hard that there should be nothing for them but ruin if they will not
believe in Jesus Christ; but if you will think for a minute you will see that it is just and
reasonable. I suppose there is no way for a man to keep his strength up except by eating. If you
were to say, “I will not eat again, I despise such animalism,” you might go to Madeira, or travel
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in all lands (supposing you lived long enough!), but you would most certainly find that no
climate and no exercise would avail to keep you alive if you refused food. Would you then
complain,
“It is a hard thing that I should die because I do not believe in eating?” It is not an unjust thing
that if you are so foolish as not to eat, you must die. It is precisely so with believing. “Believe,
and thou are saved.” If thou wilt not believe, it is no hard thing that thou shouldst be lost. It
would be strange indeed if it were not to be the case. (Charles H. Spurgeon)

1: 10 grace unto you. While the common grace of God is extended to all, in that God makes the
sun to shine on the just and the unjust alike (Matt. 5:45), saving grace is reserved unto “you” the
elect of God. O the wonder of it all!

“O the wonder of it all,
The wonder of it all,

Just to think that God loves me.”

11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them
did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that
should follow.

1:11 the Spirit of Christ which was in them. No one in any generation has been saved, sanctified or
sustained, apart from the permanent indwelling ministry of the Holy Spirit. Romans 8:9 “Now if
any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”

12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did
minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached
the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the
angels desire to look into.

1:12 it was revealed. One of the great questions that theologians wrestle with is how much of the
gospel the Old Testament saints knew. The evidence seems to be they knew more than some will
give them credit for.

1:12 the angels desire. The Scriptures do not indicate a way of salvation has been prepared for the
angels. Jesus did teach hell was prepared for the devil and his followers (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 12:9).
The interest of angels into the gospel appears to have captivated their interest.

13 Wherefore gird [bind] up the loins [procreative powers] of your mind, be sober
[watch], and hope [have confidence] to the end for the grace that is to be brought
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
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1:13 wherefore. This transitional word explains why believers should not be discouraged but
remain serious about living out the ethics of the Christian faith with hope. Grace will be brought to
those who are faithful at the revelation or Second Advent of Christ. Dr. R. G. Lee preached a
sermon over one thousand times called Pay Day, Some Day. While the main part of the message
speaks to the lost, the title of the sermon applies in a positive way to the Christian. There is a pay
day, some day. On that special day the believer will be able to say, “It has been worth it all.”

“Ofttimes the day seems long,
Our trials hard to bear;

We’re tempted to complain,
To murmur and despair.

But Christ will soon appear
To catch His bride away;

All tears forever over,
In God’s eternal day.

It will be worth it all when we see Jesus;
Life’s trials will seem so small

when we see Christ.
One glimpse of His dear face

all sorrow will erase,
So bravely run the race

till we see Christ.

Sometimes the sky looks dark
With not a ray of light;

We’re tossed and driven on,
No human help in sight.

But there’s one in heaven
Who knows our deepest care;
Let Jesus solve your problem

Just go to Him in prayer.

Life’s days will soon be o’er,
All storms forever past;

We’ll cross the great divide
To glory safe at last.

We’ll share the joys of heav’n,
A harp, a home, a crown;
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The tempter will be banished,
We’ll lay our burden down.”

Esther K. Rusthoi

14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts
in your ignorance:

1:14 lusts. There are many passions in the heart, some of which move a professing Christian to act
in opposition to the known will of God. The believer is instructed to mortify or put inappropriate
lust patterns to death (Col. 3:5). Those who fail to do so will soon discover how controlling
inordinate passions can be bringing secret shame, abiding guilt, and self-loathing. A hypocritical
life is fashioned in order to protect and provide opportunity for the expression of a particular lust.

15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation [life];

16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

1:16 be ye holy. There are many gospel motives for holiness, not the least of which is that God
Himself is holy. “Holiness does not consist in mystic speculations, enthusiastic fervours, or
uncommanded austerities; it consists in thinking as God thinks, and willing as God wills” (John
Brown, nineteenth-century Scottish theologian).

Never to be forgotten are the memorable words written by Robert Murray McCheyne to the Rev.
Dan Edwards on 2 October 1840 after his ordination as a missionary to the Jews: “I trust you will
have a pleasant and profitable time in Germany. I know you will apply hard to German; but do
not forget the culture of the inner man, —I mean of the heart. How diligently the cavalry officer
keeps his sabre clean and sharp; every stain he rubs off with the greatest care. Remember you are
God’s sword, —His instrument, —I trust a chosen vessel unto Him to bear His name. In great
measure, according to the purity and perfections of the instrument, will be the success. It is not
great talents God blesses so much as great likeness to Jesus. A holy minister is an awful weapon
in the hand of God.”

17 And if [since] ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth
according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:
1:17 fear. Fear is a natural feeling of terror when danger is present. Fear can be good or bad. A
healthy fear tempers the soul, which is why children are to be taught to fear and respect their
parents (Lev 19:3), wives are to fear and respect their husbands (Eph 5:33), and slaves or servants
are to respect their masters (Eph 6:5). The foundational cause for a healthy expression of fear is
rooted in reverence awe and respect for God. "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge"
(Prov 1:7) as well as "the beginning of wisdom" (Prov 16:16). An unhealthy and harmful fear is
that sense of terror or dread that immobilizes the soul and clouds rational judgment. God dos not
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dependable than the voice of an angel. He has given His Son, who died for our sins, and He has
testified in His own Word that if we trust Him all our sins are gone. Ironside read I John 5:13,
“You may know that you have eternal life.” Then he said, “Is that not enough to rest on? It is a
letter from heaven expressly to you.” God’s Spirit used that to bring assurance to the man’s heart.

1:18 redeemed. To purchase or buy back. Jesus Christ came into the slave market of sin to
purchase or buy back with His precious blood, those who are the heirs of salvation.

19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot:

1:19 precious blood. The price Jesus paid for our redemption was terrible indeed. When we think
of the extreme suffering He endured to purchase our freedom from sin’s penalty, our hearts
should overflow with love for Him. Leslie B. Flynn told a story that illustrates this truth. An
orphaned boy was living with his grandmother when their house caught fire. The grandmother,
trying to get upstairs to rescue the boy, perished in the flames. The boy’s cries for help were
finally answered by a man who climbed an iron drainpipe and came back down with the boy
hanging tightly to his neck. Several weeks later, a public hearing was held to determine who
would receive custody of the child. A farmer, a teacher, and the town’s wealthiest citizen all gave
the reasons they felt they should be chosen to give the boy a home. But as they talked, the lad’s
eyes remained focused on the floor. Then a stranger walked to the front and slowly took his
hands from his pockets, revealing severe scars on them. As the crowd gasped, the boy cried out
in recognition. This was the man who had saved his life. His hands had been burned when he
climbed the hot pipe. With a leap the boy threw his arms around the man’s neck and held on for
dear life. The other men silently walked away, leaving the boy and his rescuer alone. Those
marred hands had settled the issue. Many voices are calling for our attention. Among them is the
One whose nail-pierced hands remind us that He has rescued us from sin and its deadly
consequences. To Him belongs our love and devotion” (Our Daily Bread, December 26).

20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was
manifest in these last times for you,

1:20 before the foundation of the world.

Question. “What is the ordo salutis (Latin, the order of salvation)?”

Answer. “The ordo salutis is the theological doctrine that deals with the logical sequencing of the
benefits of Salvation worked by Christ which are applied to us by the Spirit.”

Question. “Is the order of salvation important to Christian understanding?”

Answer. “It is.”

“In the degree to which the force of the original Reformation idea slackened, change came about
with respect to it in the tradition emanating from [John] Calvin and from [Martin] Luther.
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If your father was overly critical and constantly came down hard on you, or if he didn’t believe in
you or your capabilities and discouraged you from trying, you may perceive God in the same
way. You don’t feel as if you’re worth God’s respect or trust. You may even see yourself as a
continual failure, deserving all the criticism you receive.

In contrast to the negative perceptions many women have about God, let me give you several
positive character qualities of a father. Notice how these qualities, if they existed in your father,
have positively influenced your perception of God.

If your father was patient, you are more likely to see God as patient and available for you. You
feel that you are worth God’s time and concern. You feel important to God and that He is
personally involved in every aspect of your life.

If your father was kind, you probably see God acting kindly and graciously on your behalf. You
feel that you are worth God’s help and intervention. You feel God’s love for you deeply and
you’re convinced that He wants to relate to you personally.

If your father was a giving man, you may perceive God as someone who gives to you and
supports you. You feel that you are worth God’s support and encouragement. You believe that
God will give you what is best for you, and you respond by giving of yourself to others.

If your father accepted you, you tend to see God accepting you regardless of what you do. God
doesn’t dump you or reject you when you struggle, but understands and encourages you. You are
able to accept yourself even when you blow it, or don’t perform up to your potential.

If your father protected you, you probably perceive God as your protector in life. You feel that
you are worthy of being under His care and you rest in His security.

Always Daddy’s Girl by H. Norman Wright, 1989, Regal Books, pp. 193-195.

22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto
unfeigned [sincere] love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure
heart fervently:

1:22 purified your souls. “The main work of a Christian lies in the right management of his heart
and mind” (Matthew Henry).

1:22 unfeigned love. The characteristics of biblical love that is without hypocrisy and is sincere
may be found in 1 Corinthians 13.

23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of
God, which liveth and abideth forever.
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1:23 incorruptible. Salvation is never based on the corruptible physical seed which implants only a
sin nature and death into the soul. Romans 5:12 “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Salvation is
united with an incorruptible spiritual seed called the Word of God that lives and abides forever as
it germinates in the soul to produce a new birth. Lives are changed by the Word of God. When
evangelist John Wesley (1703-1791) was returning home from a service one night, he was robbed.
The thief, however, found his victim to have only a little money and some Christian literature. As
the bandit was leaving, Wesley called out, “Stop! I have something more to give you.” The
surprised robber paused. “My friend,” said Wesley, “you may live to regret this sort of life. If you
ever do, here’s something to remember: ‘The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin!’“ The
thief hurried away, and Wesley prayed that his words might bear fruit. Years later, Wesley was
greeting people after a Sunday service when he was approached by a stranger. What a surprise to
learn that this visitor, now a believer in Christ as a successful businessman, was the one who had
robbed him years before! “I owe it all to you,” said the transformed man. “Oh no, my friend,”
Wesley exclaimed, “not to me, but to the precious blood of Christ that cleanses us from all sin!”
(Our Daily Bread, October 1, 1994)

24 For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The
grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away:

1:24 The grass withereth.

“So little time to say the things
You’d really like to say

Before you even find the words
The time has slipped away.

So little time to do the things
You feel you want to do

So treasure like the purest gold
The time God’s given you.

So little time to dream your dreams
For youth has passed is prime
And all too soon you realize
That there’s – so little time.”

Priscilla Murrell
July 7, 1992

25 But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the
gospel is preached unto you.
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1:25 endureth forever. All that God has promised, all that the Scriptures predict will come to pass.
There is a sure word of prophecy and so the Christian embraces the Bible as the wonderful book it
is even the word of the Lord.

The Anvil

“Last eve I paused before a blacksmith’s door
and heard the anvil ring

the vesper chime.
And looking in,

I saw old hammers on the floor,
Worn by the beating years of time.

“How many anvils have you had,”
said I, “To wear and batter

all these hammers so?”

“Just one,” said he,
then with a twinkle in his eyes,
“The anvil wears the hammers

out you know.”

And so I thought,
the anvil of God’s Word,
For ages skeptic blows

have beat upon.
Yet though the noise

of falling blows was heard
The anvil is unharmed
—the hammers gone!”

Source unknown
“The word of the Lord endureth for ever.”

Student’s Study Guide

Questions and Answers on 1 Peter 1

1. What is the purpose of the doctrine of election?

Answer.

2. In what sense is the word “foreknowledge” used in 1 Peter 1:2.

Answer.
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else I can do?” The lad feebly replied, “Will you please hold my hand? I think it would help to
see me through to the end.” The tall, gaunt man granted his request, offering warm words of
encouragement until death stole in with the dawn. Oh Christian, would you not want to ask in
prayer, “Jesus, are you really my Savior? Would you please hold my hand and lead me though
this dark night of the soul when tempted to sin? Would you stay with me to the end?”

“Take my life,
and let it be consecrated,

Lord, to Thee.

Take my moments and my days;
let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands,
and let them move at the impulse

of Thy love.

Take my feet, and let them be swift
and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice, and let me sing
always, only, for my King.

Take my lips, and let them be
filled with messages from Thee.

Take my silver and my gold;
not a mite would I withhold.

Take my intellect,
and use every power

as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will, and make it Thine;
it shall be no longer mine.

Take my heart, it is Thine own;
it shall be Thy royal throne.

Take my love, my Lord,
I pour at Thy feet its treasure store.

Take myself, and I will be ever,
only, all for Thee.”

Frances R. Havergal
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6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief
corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded
[ashamed].

2:6 elect. The concept of Christ being “chosen of God” (1 Pet. 2:4) and the elect One is set forth
against the decision of divine mercy to save sinners by allowing a substitute savior. Though a
noble individual might have volunteered to die for others, none would be found worthy to be a
suitable savior “for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). Thus, all
are in need of a savior. Though an angel confirmed in righteousness might have volunteered to
die for mortals such an offer would be without merit for angels differ from men. Certainly no
animal would be a suitable sacrifice, “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats
should take away sins” (Heb 10:4). Finally, in His infinite wisdom the Father chose a course of
action and decreed His begotten Son could be the One to accomplish the grand goal of redeeming
souls from the slave market of sin. And so the Son was chosen by God to come into the world,
not as an animal, not as an angel, but as the God-man, perfectly suited to mediate between God
and man for He would be both. Jesus is Immanuel, “God with us.”

“Immanuel, we sing Thy praise;
Thou Prince of Life,
Thou Fount of Grace,

With all Thy saints,
Thee, Lord, we sing;

Praise, honor, thanks,
to Thee we bring.

E’er since the world began to be,
How many a heart hath longed for Thee!

And Thou, O long expected guest,
Hast come at last to make us blest!

Now art Thou here:
we know Thee now:

In lowly manger liest Thou:
A Child, yet makest all things great;
Poor, yet the earth Thy robe of state.

Now fearlessly I come to Thee:
From sin and grief
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O set me free!

Turn wrath away,
dread death destroy,

And turn my sorrow into joy.

Thou art my Head,
my Lord divine:

I am Thy member, wholly Thine;
And by Thy Spirit’s gracious power
Will seek to serve Thee evermore.”

Paul Gerhardt, 1653

2:6 confounded. The apostle Paul wrote, “I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed,
and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day”
(2 Tim 1:12).

7 Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be
disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of
the corner,

2:7 believe.

“I know not why God’s wondrous grace
To me He hath made known,

Nor why, unworthy, Christ in love
Redeemed me for His own.

But I know Whom I have believèd,
And am persuaded that He is able
To keep that which I’ve committed

Unto Him against that day.

I know not how this saving faith
To me He did impart,

Nor how believing in His Word
Wrought peace within my heart.

I know not how the Spirit moves,
Convincing us of sin,

Revealing Jesus through the Word,
Creating faith in Him.
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2:9 called you. There is a universal call to salvation as per Revelation 22:17 And the Spirit and
the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

This divine call is a genuine offer of the gospel to all without distinction. But the question is not
is the gospel sincerely and universally offered, it is. The question is this, “Who will avail
themselves of the divine provision and drink of the living waters?” To that inquiry there can only
be one conclusion. In addition to the universal call of the gospel there is a secret effectual call
which is heard by those whom the Father has given to the Son and are designated His “sheep.”
Jesus put the matter this way. John 10:27 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me: 28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any
man pluck them out of my hand. 29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no
man is able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 30 I and my Father are one.”

Have not all men been given to the Son? Jesus plainly taught, “No.” John 10:24 “Then came the
Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the
Christ, tell us plainly. 25 Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I
do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. 26 But ye believe not, because ye are not of my
sheep, as I said unto you.”

When the Jews who questioned Christ heard Jesus say He and the Father were one the Jews were
angry and sought to kill Christ. John 10:31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him.
Abandoning the matter of the call to salvation, the Jews wanted to argue a secondary religious
matter leading to murder and a feeling of doing “God’s work.”

Such is the same reaction today. Individuals would rather argue over secondary doctrinal issues
than fall down before Christ and plead for forgiveness and mercy. In this matter the doctrine of
the divine call is confirmed. Even when told plainly of their eternal danger and status, the heart
of the unbeliever is so hard it does not comprehend or care. Yet it remains religious and self-
righteous even to the point of committing murder in the name of defending the honor of God.
John 10:32 Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for
which of those works do ye stone me? 33 The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we
stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God.
The question comes, “Have you heard the voice of the Shepherd calling your name?” “Has God
called you personally out of darkness into his marvellous light?” If not why not come to Jesus
now, at this very moment. Why not pray and on bended knees say, “Lord Jesus, I have heard the
gospel. I realize no decision of mine, no baptism, no church membership, no good work, no
religious heritage can save me. Only Jesus can save, and right now I trust Him and Him alone as
my Lord and Savior. Father, forgive me for my sin. I have heard the voice of Jesus calling to me
saying, ‘Come unto me and I will give thee rest.’ Now I come. Thank you for calling me out of
darkness into the marvelous light of the gospel. Amen.”

“While we pray and while we plead,
While you see your soul’s deep need,
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He gave a laugh and said, “No, indeed,
Just common labor is all I need.”

“I can easily wreck in a day or two,
What builders have taken years to do.”

And I thought to myself,
as I went my way

Which of these roles have I tried to play?

Am I a builder who works with care,
Measuring life by rule and square?

Am I shaping my work
to a well-made plan

Patiently doing the best I can?

Or am I a wrecker who walks to town
Content with the labor of tearing down?

“O Lord let my life and my labors be
That which will build for eternity!”

Author Unknown

21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving
us an example, that ye should follow his steps:

2:21 Christ also suffered. The way Christ accepted suffering as part of the will of the Father is for
our example. The Father has many lessons to teach the Christian, some of which can only be
learned through the process of suffering. "God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our
conscience, but shouts in our pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world" (C. S. Lewis, The
Problem of Pain).

2:21 follow his steps. For those who do not think God wants Christians to suffer, this passage
alone should silence that concept. There is a place for pain and suffering in the will of God over
which He is sovereign and directs it for His own good purposes.

22 Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:
23 Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened

not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously:

2:22-23 reviled not again. One of the most difficult courses of action in the face of unjust criticism
is to remain silent. The natural tendency is to defend, explain, and justify. The gospel command is
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universe will one day cease to groan, for there will be a new heaven and a new earth. Christ has
come with “healing in His wings “(Mal. 4:2).

“Heal us, Emmanuel, here we are
We wait to feel Thy touch;

Deep wounded souls to Thee repair,
And Savior, we are such.

Our faith is feeble, we confess
We faintly trust Thy Word;

But wilt Thou pity us the less?

Be that far from Thee, Lord!
Remember him who once applied

With trembling for relief

“Lord, I believe,”
with tears he cried;

“O help my unbelief!”

She, too, who touched Thee in the press
And healing virtue stole,

Was answered,
“Daughter, go in peace;

Thy faith has made thee whole.”

Concealed amid the gathering throng,
She would have shunned Thy view;

And if her faith was firm and strong,
Had strong misgivings too.

Like her, with hopes and fears we come
To touch Thee if we may;

O send us not despairing home;
Send none unhealed away.”

William Cowper, 1779

25 For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and
Bishop of your souls.
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for Jesus walks beside me
For I'm sheltered in the arms of God.

So let the storms rage high,
The dark clouds rise,
They won't worry me;
For I'm sheltered safe

within the arms of God.

He walks with me,
And naught of earth shall harm me,

For I'm sheltered in the arms of God.

Soon I shall hear the call
from heaven's portals
Come home my child,

It's the last mile you must trod
I'll fall asleep

And I’ll wake in God's new heaven
Sheltered safe within the arms of God.

So let the storms rage high,
The dark clouds rise,
They won't worry me;

For I'm sheltered
within the arms of God.

He walks with me,
And naught of earth shall harm me,

For I'm sheltered in the arms of God.”

Dottie Rambo

”For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy.”

Psalms 61:3

14 But and if ye suffer for righteousness' sake, happy [blest] are ye: and be not
afraid of their terror, neither be troubled;

3:14 happy are ye. According to Peter, the believer who suffers for the sake of righteousness is
blessed or fortunate. While this sounds strange, Peter teaches what he has been taught. Jesus said,
“Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from their company,
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still support and comfort me.

All my trust on Thee is stayed,
all my help from Thee I bring;

Cover my defenseless head with the shadow of Thy wing.

Wilt Thou not regard my call?
Wilt Thou not accept my prayer?

Lo! I sink, I faint, I fall—Lo!
on Thee I cast my care;

Reach me out Thy gracious hand!
While I of Thy strength receive,
Hoping against hope I stand,

dying, and behold, I live.

Thou, O Christ, art all I want,
more than all in Thee I find;

Raise the fallen, cheer the faint,
heal the sick, and lead the blind.

Just and holy is Thy Name,
I am all unrighteousness;
False and full of sin I am;

Thou art full of truth and grace.

Plenteous grace with Thee is found,
grace to cover all my sin;

Let the healing streams abound;
make and keep me pure within.

Thou of life the fountain art,
freely let me take of Thee;

Spring Thou up within my heart;
rise to all eternity”.

Charles Wesley, 1740

The Story behind the Song
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Mrs. Mary Hoover, of Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, whose grandmother was the heroine of the story,
has related to her pastor this family tradition: Charles Wesley was preaching in the fields of the
parish of Killyleagh, County Down, Ireland, when he was attacked by men who did not approve of
his doctrines. He sought refuge in a house located on what was known as the Island Barn Farm.
The farmer’s wife, Jane Lowrie Moore, told him to hide in the milk house, down in the garden.
Soon the mob came and demanded the fugitive. She tried to quiet them by offering them refresh-
ments. Going down to the milk house, she directed Mr. Wesley to get through the rear window and
hide under the hedge, by which ran a little brook. In that hiding-place, with the cries of his pursu-
ers all about him, he wrote this immortal hymn

15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with
meekness and fear:

3:15 sanctify the Lord God.

“Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With all Thy quick’ning powers;

Kindle a flame of sacred love
In these cold hearts of ours.

Look how we grovel here below,
Fond of these trifling toys;

Our souls can neither fly nor go
To reach eternal joys.

In vain we tune our formal songs,
In vain we strive to rise;

Hosannas languish on our tongues,
And our devotion dies.

Dear Lord! And shall we ever live
At this poor dying rate?

Our love so faint, so cold to Thee,
And Thine to us so great!

Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove,
With all Thy quick’ning powers;

Come, shed abroad the Savior’s love
And that shall kindle ours.”
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Isaac Watts, 1707

3:15 give an answer. It has been said that a pastor should be ready to “preach, pray or perish on a
moment’s notice.” Peter said that all Christians should be prepared to give a word of testimony
concerning their faith. The best testimony is that which does not argue but says in humility and
utter astonishment, “Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the
Christ?” (John 4:29).

16 Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of
evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good conversation [manner
of life] in Christ.

17 For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for
evil doing.

3:17 the will of God. It is the will of God that some Christians suffer for well doing in order to test
the soul, in order for others to follow a godly example of endurance and in order to exercise divine
sovereignty. Any attempt to find an ultimate cause for a given situation must eventually come to
rest in the sovereignty of God who worketh all things after the counsel of His own will (Eph.
1:11).

18 For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

3: 18. bring us. The death of Christ was with purpose and definition. Christ died to secure the
salvation of souls, not to merely make souls savable. He accomplished a definite redemption,
which is now being applied to the lives of those who will be made alive by the same Holy Spirit
that brought Christ back from the sphere of the dead. Eph 2:1 And you hath he quickened, who
were dead in trespasses and sins.

“Deep in the everlasting mind
The great mysterious purpose lay;

Of choosing some from lost mankind,
Whose sins the Lamb should bear away.

Them, loved with an eternal love,
To grace and glory He ordained;

Gave them a throne which cannot move,
And chose them both to means and end.
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In these He was resolved to make,
The riches of His goodness known;
These He accepts for Jesus’ sake.

And views them righteous in His Son.

No goodness God foresaw in His,
But what His grace decreed to give;

No comeliness in them there is
Which they did not from Him receive.

Faith and repentance He bestows
On such as He designs to save;

From Him their soul’s obedience flows,
And He shall all their glory have.”

Isaac Tucker
1761-1825

19 By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison;
20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited

in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls
were saved by water.

3:19-20 the spirits in prison. There is an interesting but speculative teaching that advocates Jesus
went and made a victorious proclamation to souls in hell following His death at Calvary. A better
understanding is that Christ, by the Holy Spirit, once offered the gospel of redeeming grace to
another generation though few souls were saved. A parallel is found between the ministry of the
church in the first century and the labors of Noah. Great faith does not always produce great
results.

21 The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting
away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by
the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

3:21 baptism doth also now save us. Peter is not teaching a doctrine of baptismal regeneration for
he is careful to define the term baptism in a metaphorical sense. Baptism is the answer of a good
conscience toward God. The only way a person can have a good conscience toward God is to be
identified with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection. The Holy Spirit comes to effect
regeneration and identifies or baptizes the soul into the body of Christ. With that being said it can
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Of His precious blood's atoning,
Then I repented of my sins

And won the victory.

O victory in Jesus,
My Savior, forever.

He sought me and bought me
With His redeeming blood;

He loved me ere I knew Him
And all my love is due Him,
He plunged me to victory,

Beneath the cleansing flood.

I heard about His healing,
Of His cleansing pow'r revealing.

How He made the lame to walk again

And caused the blind to see;
And then I cried, "Dear Jesus,

Come and heal my broken spirit,"
And somehow Jesus came and bro't

To me the victory.

I heard about a mansion
He has built for me in glory.

And I heard about the streets of gold Beyond the crystal sea;
About the angels singing,

And the old redemption story,
And some sweet day I'll sing up there The song of victory.”

E.M. Bartlett

2 That he [the believer] no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the
lusts of men, but to the will of God.

4:2 no longer live. One of the grand goals of salvation is to move individuals from living for self
centered passions to living to please God.
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“This love unwearied I pursue
And dauntlessly to Thee aspire.

Oh, may Thy love my hope renew
Burn in my soul like heavenly fire!
And day and night be all my care

To guard this sacred treasure there.

My Savior, Thou Thy love to me
In shame, in want, in pain, hast showed;

For me, on the accursed tree,
Thou pourest forth Thy guiltless blood;

Thy wounds upon my heart impress,
Nor aught shall the loved stamp efface.

More hard than marble is my heart,
And foul with sins of deepest stain;

But Thou the mighty Savior art,
Nor flowed thy cleansing blood in vain;

Ah soften, melt this rock, and may
Thy blood wash all these stains away!

O that I, as a little child,
May follow Thee, and never rest

Till sweetly Thou hast breathed Thy mild
And lowly mind into my breast!

Nor ever may we parted be,
Till I become as one with Thee.

Still let Thy love point out my way;
How wondrous things Thy love hath wrought!

Still lead me, lest I go astray;
Direct my word, inspire my thought;

And if I fall, soon may I hear
Thy voice, and know that love is near.

In suffering be Thy love my peace,
In weakness be Thy love my power;
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And when the storms of life shall cease,
Jesus, in that important hour,

In death as life be Thou my guide,
And save me, Who for me hast died.”

Paul Gerhardt
1607-1676

Translated from German to English
John Wesley
1703-1791

9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging.

4:9 hospitality. Generosity is to characterize the Christian. Freely individuals have received, free
believers must give, and with a sweet spirit.

“Some folks make you feel at home.
Others make you wish you were.”

Arnold H. Glasow

“Treat your guest as a guest for two days; on the third day, give him a hoe.”

Swahili proverb

10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another,
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

4:10 the gift. At the moment of salvation God the Father determines what function a believer shall
have in the body of Christ. 1 Cor 12:18 But now hath God set the members every one of them in
the body, as it hath pleased him. God the Holy Spirit assigns a spiritual gift suitable for that
function. 1 Cor 12:8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of
knowledge by the same Spirit.

11 If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles [utterances] of God; if any man
minister, let him do it as of the ability which God giveth: that God in all things may
be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and
ever. Amen.

4:11 that God. The purpose for each spiritual gift is to minister to the church while glorifying God
the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.
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“They who seek the throne of grace
Find that throne in every place;

If we live a life of prayer,
God is present everywhere.

In our sickness and our health,
In our want, or in our wealth,
If we look to God in prayer,
God is present everywhere.

When our earthly comforts fail,
When the woes of life prevail,

‘Tis the time for earnest prayers;
God is present everywhere.

Then, my soul, in every strait,
To thy Father come, and wait;
He will answer every prayer:
God is present everywhere.”

Oliver Holden
1765-1844

Student’s Study Guide

Questions and Answers on 1 Peter 4

1. How can a believer cease from sin?

Answer.

2. What is the grand goal of salvation?

Answer.

3. List three natural consequences of salvation.

Answer.




