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"Higher Criticism divides Scripture up into documents which differ from or contradict one
another. Dispensationalism divides the Bible up into dispensations which differ from or even
contradict one another; and so radical is this difference as viewed by the extremist that the
Christian of today who accepts the Dispensationalist view finds his Bible (the part directly

intended for him) shrunk to the compass of the Imprisonment Epistles"

Oswald T. Allis, Evangelical Quarterly, Jan., 1936
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Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth

C. I. Scofield

Editor’s Note

I offer this study to the public by C. I. Scofield for two reasons. First, it is good to read original
source material and not merely what others have written about it. The actual words of Mr.
Scofield should be evaluated by sincere critics of the System of Theology known as
Dispensationalism. Second, this work is valuable in understanding Dispensational Theology in
summary form.

Biographical Information

For critical information on Mr. Scofield read, The Praise of Folly: The Enigmatic Life &
Theology of C. I. Scofield by David Lutzweiler, and The Incredible Scofield and His Book by
Joseph Canfield.

For favorable works on Mr. Scofield see The Life Story of C. I. Scofield by Charles Trumbull,
Oxford University Press, New York, 1920. In 1960, William BeVier, a Master's student at
Southern Methodist University, completed a thesis, "A Biographical Sketch of C. I. Scofield."
This has not been published, but it is found in some Evangelical school libraries and contains
important information. In 1942-43, the late Arno Gaebelein wrote a series of articles for Moody
Monthly, "The Story of the Scofield Reference Bible."
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INTRODUCTION

In 2 Timothy 2 the believer is presented in seven characters. He is called a son (verse 1), a
soldier (verse 3), an athlete (verse 5), a husbandman (verse 6), a workman (verse 15), a vessel
(verse 21), and a servant (verse 24).

With each of these characters there is a well-suited exhortation. As a son, Timothy is exhorted to
be strong in grace. Grace goes with sonship, just as law goes with servitude-as we learn from
Galatians. Then, as a soldier, Timothy is exhorted to endure hardness and to avoid worldly
entanglements; these are right elements of good soldiership. As a vessel, he is to be cleansed,
separated; as a servant, gentle, patient, meek; and so of each of these seven aspects of his life as a
Christian.

In 2 Timothy 15 he is told what is required of him as a workman: "Study to show thyself
approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth."

The Word of truth, then, has right divisions, and it must be evident that, as one cannot be "a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed" without observing them, so any study of that Word
which ignores those divisions must be in large measure profitless and confusing. Many
Christians freely confess that they find the study of the Bible weary work. More find it so, who
are ashamed to make the confession.

The purpose of this pamphlet is to indicate the more important divisions of the Word of truth.
That this could not be fully done short of a complete analysis of the Bible is, of course, evident.
But it is believed that enough is given to enable the diligent student to perceive the greater
outlines of truth and something of the ordered beauty and symmetry of that Word of God which,
to the natural mind, seems a mere confusion of inharmonious and conflicting ideas.

The student is earnestly exhorted not to receive a single doctrine upon the authority of this book,
but, like the noble Bereans (Acts 17: 11), to search the Scriptures daily whether these things are
so. No appeal is made to human authority. "The anointing which ye have received of him abideth
in you, and ye need not that any man teach you" (I John 2:27).

Editor’s Note

In his book, The Praise of Folly, Mr. Lutzweiler notes the misunderstanding of the word
“dividing” in 2 Timothy 2:15. “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” Commenting on this text Mr.
Scofield says, “The Word of Truth, then, has right divisions, and it must be evident that, as
one cannot be “a workman that needed not to be ashamed” without observing them, so any
study of that Word which ignores those divisions must be in large measure profitless and
confusing.” The problem is that in context the apostle Paul did not have in mind various
divisions of Scripture to be understood according to a sevenfold dispensational scheme, but
rather a minister must properly handle God’s Word. Mr. Lutzeiler notes, “The word’s
emphasis is on the “straightness” of the cut – i.e., the competency of the workman – and not
on the fact that the cutting results in separate pieces of material, or “divisions” in it…. no one
in the entire history of the church ever understood the word in the sense that Scofield gave it
in this booklet.”
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Editor’s Note

The original text is presented here with the basic format used by Bible Truth Press 19 W. 21st St.
N.Y. but with some changes to the material which can easily be identified. For example, all the
Biblical passages not given in full but only alluded to have been inserted. They are recognized by
a bullet. If a speaker or writer appeals to a passage of Scripture as a “proof-text” for a particular
statement made or concept summarized then the Scripture cited should reflect what is being
advocated. Only by reading the Scripture can it be seen if the speaker or writer has accomplished
his objective or has misused the Word of God.

Those who have studied Dispensational Theology with objectivity have noticed a recurring
pattern of alluding to certain Scripture as a proof text for a point made but when the text is
actually looked at in context the meaning is often far different from what is being articulated. Mr.
Scofield would approve of appealing to readers to look at the verses being quoted and their
context for he says in his introduction: “The student is earnestly exhorted not to receive a single
doctrine upon the authority of this book, but, like the noble Bereans (Acts 17: 11), to search the
Scriptures daily whether these things are so”. The student is encouraged to apply this same
principle of searching out the context of any Scripture appealed to in the Supplemental Material.
And so it shall be done.

All quotations with bullets are from the Authorized Version. Mr. Scofield also liked to quote
from the R.V. or Revised Version (1881).

Second, in some places clarification material has been inserted indicated by brackets [ ].

Third, portions of the Baptist Confession of 1689 have been provide in the Supplemental section
of the Study Guide to serve as a guideline of what the historic faith has been in critical areas prior
to Mr. Scofield introducing the new Dispensational System of Theology.

Finally, reference to “the System” is designed to be used as a comprehensive term that embraces
all the facets of Pre-tribulation, Pre-Millennial Dispensational Theology. In this study the desire
is not to disparage Mr. Scofield as a person and certainly not to engage in ad hominem attacks
but to critically examine his ideas and teachings against the simplicity of the Bible and the
historical faith.

Mr. Scofield Continues…
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THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL

In the predictions concerning the future of Israel and the church, the distinction is still more
startling. The church will be taken away from the earth entirely, but restored Israel is yet to have
her greatest earthly splendor and power. See what Scripture says as to the church.

AS TO THE CHURCH

In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where I am, there ye may be also (John 14:2, 3).

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive, and remain unto the
coming of the Lord, shall not prevent [precede] them which are asleep. For the Lord himself
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord (1 Thess. 4:15-17).

For our citizenship is in heaven; from whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ:
who shall fashion anew the body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed to the body of his
glory (Phil. 3:20, 21, R. V.).

Beloved, now are we the sons of God; and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know
that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is (I John 3:2).

Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his
wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints. And he saith unto me, Write,
Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb (Rev. 19:7-9).

Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years
(Rev. 20:6).

AS TO ISRAEL

And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name
Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give
unto him the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and
of his kingdom there shall be no end (Luke 1:31-33).

(Of these seven promises to Mary five have already been literally fulfilled. By what rule of
interpretation are we authorized to say the remaining two will not be also fulfilled?)

Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for
his name. And to this agree the words of the prophets, as it is written: After this I WILL
RETURN, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build
again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up (Acts 15; 14-16).
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"Behold, I will gather them out of all countries whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in
my fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to
dwell safely: and they shall be my people, and I will be their God" (Jer. 32:37, 38).

"Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of
Jerusalem. The LORD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath cast out thine enemy: the King of
Israel, even the LORD, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more" (Zeph. 3:14-15).

[MR. SCOFIELD’S ASSESSMENT OF THE CHURCH]

It may safely be said that the Judaizing of the church has done more to hinder her progress,
pervert her mission, and destroy her spiritually than all other causes combined. Instead of
pursuing her appointed path of separation from the world and following the Lord in her heavenly
calling, she has used Jewish Scriptures to justify herself in lowering her purpose to the
civilization of the world, the acquisition of wealth, the use of an imposing ritual, the erection of
magnificent churches, the invocation of God's blessing upon the conflicts of armies, and the
division of an equal brotherhood into "clergy" and "laity."
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them a city. 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had
received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 Of whom it was said, That in
Isaac shall thy seed be called: 19 Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even
from the dead; from whence also he received him in a figure. 20 By faith Isaac blessed
Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 21 By faith Jacob, when he was a dying,
blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff. 22 By
faith Joseph, when he died, made mention of the departing of the children of Israel; and
gave commandment concerning his bones. 23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid
three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not
afraid of the king's commandment. 24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; 25 Choosing rather to suffer
affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 26
Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had
respect unto the recompence of the reward. 27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the
wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him who is invisible. 28 Through faith he
kept the Passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should
touch them. 29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the
Egyptians assaying to do were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after
they were compassed about seven days. 31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with
them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace. 32 And what shall I
more say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of Samson,
and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets:33 Who through faith
subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, 34 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness
were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35
Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting
deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: 36 And others had trial of cruel
mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 37 They were
stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered
about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38 (Of whom the
world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and
caves of the earth. 39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith,
received not the promise: 40 God having provided some better thing for us, that they
without us should not be made perfect.

2. Mr. Scofield believes that Christians have been mistaught that “Adam and the Patriarch are in
the Church.” Would you agree or disagree that for centuries Christians were wrong to believe
that Adam and the Patriarchs such as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, David, and Daniel etc are in the
Church? What would Mr. Spurgeon say about the concept of the Old Testament saints not
being part of the Church?

“THERE BE SOME THAT TROUBLE YOU”
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Sword and Trowel, March, 1867

The early history of the Christian Church bears a remarkable witness to the profound
reverence with which Gentile believers honored the names of the venerable fathers of the
Jewish people. These grafts from an alien stock into the true vine felt peculiarly sensitive on
the question of pedigree. The arguments so plentifully employed by the Apostle Paul to
prove that in Christ Jesus there is no difference, sufficed not to disabuse their minds of
inferiority.

Just as we can now suppose that generations must elapse before the negro, not only liberated,
but enfranchised, will cease to feel that his sable skin betrays a debased ancestry; so then,
there was a sense of shame when reflecting on themselves, and a sense of envy when
regarding their Jewish brethren, which prompted the converts of the Gospel — whether
Greeks or barbarians — to seek out and establish some points of alliance with the blessed
patriarchs and prophets of the Israelitish faith. Their very credulity is instructive.

You might easily persuade them to submit in ripe years to the ordinance of circumcision;
they would willingly observe any fasts or feasts, undertake long and tedious journeys to
Jerusalem, or conform to any Judaical usages, lured by the tempting bait of association with
the favored race “to whom pertaineth the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the
giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises; whose are the fathers, and of
whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever.”

The epistle to the Galatians was written with an express purpose to check the Judaizing
tendencies of those churches. In prosecuting this object, the apostle used extraordinary
severity while denouncing the false teachers. But his tender sympathy towards the weak
consciences of disciples is no less conspicuous. He gives and repeats assurance after
assurance that their apprehensions of disability were groundless. They possessed an
indefeasible title to all patrimonial and federal blessings. This was sealed by the Spirit of
God, and would rather be compromised than confirmed by any carnal acts.

“If ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise
[Galatians 3:29].”

The Error Stated

An error of an opposite kind has attained some notoriety in our day. The Gentile element is
predominant almost to exclusiveness in the Christian Church. Occupying a place of privilege
which our forefathers knew not, there have arisen among us certain brethren who stealthily at
first, and afterwards more boldly, have disparaged the Jewish patriarchs, and vaunted for
themselves a superior claim to the love of God, and a higher place in the destinies of heaven
than they deem it possible for the saints of the pre-Christian era to inherit. Profane rivalry!
Not more pretentious than unwarranted; not more audacious than unscriptural. Does the
proposition admit of debate, or is it necessary to do more than refer every inquirer to the
plain, unequivocal testimony of the New Testament? So we thought at first, as our spiritual
instincts revolted at the heresy.

In obedience to the divine counsel—“foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that
they do gender strife”—we would have contented ourselves with warning the flock we
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delight to feed. For divers reasons, the obligation of another article is forced upon us. We
give place to no one in the intense sympathy we feel with the honest scruples of every soul
that conscientiously seeks the light of truth. If he be a penitent who has stumbled on the very
threshold of revelation, or if he be a believer who has fallen into the hands of unsafe guides,
and become embarrassed in the effort to find his way into the deeper mysteries of its inner
courts, we would offer our prayer to God for the Spirit of wisdom, that shall enable us to
direct him aright.

Difference of Dispensation

From the tenor of the correspondence we have received, we infer that there are not a few
such sincere believers in Christ, who have had their minds unhinged by the various tracts and
publications which have been, for the most part, anonymously put into circulation. Their
question is, “In view of the various dispensations under which it has pleased God to gather an
elect and faithful people out of the world, has it not been reserved to the Christian
dispensation to furnish the privileged company, which, in their unity, is called “the Church,”
“the bride of Jesus,” “the Lamb’s wife?”

We have already refuted this notion. Still, it appears that stumbling blocks have been laid in
the path of those who diligently search the Scriptures, which, by the grace of God, we will
endeavor to remove.

And, first of all, do not, we beseech you, be cajoled by any appeal to “God’s dispensational
arrangements,” knowing that, however various they may have been, His covenant has
endured the same through them all. It is a mere truism that Abel was not circumcised, that
Noah did not observe the Passover, and Abraham was not baptized.

Only One Covenant of Grace

Difference of dispensation does not involve a difference of Covenant; and it is according to
the Covenant of Grace that all spiritual blessings are bestowed. So far as dispensations reach
they indicate degrees of knowledge, degrees of privilege, and variety in the ordinances of
worship. The unity of the faith is not affected by these, as we are taught in the eleventh
chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews. The faithful of every age concur in looking for one
city, and that city is identically the same with the New Jerusalem described in the
Apocalypse as “a bride adorned for her husband.”

Surely, beloved brethren, you ought not to stumble at the anachronism of comprising
Abraham, David and others, in the fellowship of the Church! If you can understand how we,
who live under the present economy and, unlike those Jews, have never been circumcised,
are nevertheless accounted the true circumcision, who worship God in the Spirit, and not in
the flesh, you can have very little difficulty in perceiving that those Old Testament saints,
who were participators in the faith of Christ’s death and resurrection, were verily baptized
into Him according to the Spirit. Neither time nor circumcision founded the faith of
Abraham. He rejoiced to see Messiah’s day; and he saw it and was glad. He believed in God
who “Calleth those things that be not as though they were.” It were [is] well for us to walk in
the footsteps of the same faith.

The Church on Earth is Not Perfect
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It was doubtless with an advance of knowledge, privilege and worship, beyond measure
bright, that the Christian dispensation. like the kingdom of heaven upon earth, was ushered
in. We may regard it as inaugurated by the personal ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ
Himself, attested by His Resurrection, and unfolded by the Spirit of God. But who among us
will venture to think that this economy, under which we are called, in contrast with the
economies that preceded it is perfect?

Perfect in what? Are we perfect in knowledge? We know in part, we prophesy in part; when
that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. Are we perfect in
privilege? Alas! The great majority of believers walk in bondage, failing to enjoy a clear
assurance of their pardon, a thorough immunity from the fear of death, or a joyful
anticipation of the glory that is yet to be revealed.

Would you dream that we are perfect in organization? In how few instances are all the
component offices of fellowship filled by men who are moved and actuated by the Holy
Spirit! Is there in any one of the Churches, that claim allegiance to the commandment of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, such a complete presence of true believers, and such a
complete exclusion of all unholy persons, as to warrant our supposing that that particular
church represents the bride of Christ? Was it anticipated in the parables of “the kingdom of
heaven,” that there ever would be?

Where is the Church on Earth?

Let the Plymouth Brethren define “the Church” from which, by injunction or consent of their
leaders, Abraham, Moses, David, and others, “as individual servants,” are to be kept aloof.
Their “plain papers” will tell us, “it is the actual living unity with Christ, and with each other
of those who, since Christ’s Resurrection, are formed into this unity by the Holy Ghost come
down from heaven.”

Turn aside now and see this great sight. Where is it to be beheld? In the Ecumenical Church
of Rome! In the Episcopal Church of England by law established! In the sections of
Presbyterianism! Among the Methodist societies! Among the Congregationalists!

Or is it, after all, among the Plymouth Brethren themselves, whose diversities and disunion
are so notorious? We venture to suggest that the Church, which is the bride, has not her
counterpart on this earth. While Christ, Who is our life, is absent, the life of the saints is
hidden — hid with Christ in God. The new Jerusalem is out of sight. The Epiphany of the
Church is a feast yet to be celebrated. That fair damsel has not yet (in the language of courtly
fashion) come out. She has not been introduced. Her appearance will be the signal for nuptial
festivities. Not all who claim to be Church members on earth, because they live under this
dispensation, will be acknowledged in the day of the Lord. Nor will the accident or
circumstance of having lived before this dispensation preclude the recognition of any saints
in living unity with Christ at His appearing.

The Church in “Romans” and “Galatians”
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We extract the following note from the January number of Things New and Old, the editor of
whom is a gentleman to be easily recognized by his initials, as well as his name: ‘MG.’ —

Your kind communication did not reach us in time for our December issue. The difficulty of
your friend arises, very much, we should say, from not seeing that the Church, as such, is not
before the apostle’s mind in Galatians or Romans. He is speaking of believers, and the
ground on which they are individually justified before God. They are justified by faith, as
Abraham was, and, hence, are morally the children of Abraham. And, further, though
Abraham did not and could not belong to a body which had no existence, save in the purpose
of God, until the Head ascended into the heavens, still, most assuredly, Abraham and all the
Old Testament Saints will share in the heavenly glory. Very many, we doubt not, are
perplexed as to this point, because they make it a question of comparing individuals one with
another. If it be a question of personal worthiness, holiness or devotedness, Abraham might
stand above the most holy and devoted among us. But it is not so at all, but simply a question
of God’s dispensational arrangements; and if any be disposed to find fault with these, we are
not disposed to argue with them. Some nowadays, have a way of turning the subject into
ridicule, which savours far more of wit than of spirituality or acquaintance with the Word of
God. But we trust that we shall never surrender the truth of God, in order to escape the shafts
of human ridicule.”

Here is the very gist of the matter. But as for the remark that the Apostle Paul was handling
“simply a question of God’s dispensational arrangements” this view is so contrary to that
which he has himself put forth in his “Notes on Genesis,” that we need only refer our readers
to his own Commentary on the 16th and 22nd chapters of Genesis, for a candid admission
that Paul’s allegory drawn from the history of Hagar and Sarah referred to the Covenants,
and not the dispensations.

We may, however, still be allowed to express our profound astonishment at the declaration
that the Church is not before the Apostle’s mind in either the epistle to the Galatians or that
to the Romans. If “Jerusalem which is above which is Free” does not mean “the Church,”
what does it mean? We are aware that some annotators have interpreted it of the Church
militant, and others of the Church triumphant. The news has yet to reach us that “individuals
justified before God” were alluded to in this maternity. Supposing that “the Church” is not
the mother of us all, the inference stands transparently forth, “Abraham is the father of the
faithful, but each justified man is his own mother,” qe. ducens ad adsurdum.

Let this suffice. We have no intention to open the pages of this magazine to vain jangling. An
earnest study of those Scriptures which disclose

“The Everlasting Covenant”

as it was gradually but distinctly revealed, will do more than any arguments of ours to
dissipate the mist of those strange doctrines we have referred to. That Covenant was declared
to Noah; it was still further opened to Abraham and Isaac, it was confirmed to David; Isaiah
rejoiced in its sure mercies, Jeremiah was privileged to relate many of its special provisions;
and Paul avers [argues] in his epistle to the Hebrews that this is the Covenant under the
provisions of which the precious blood of Christ was shed; it is the blood of the new
Covenant. The priesthood of Christ is declared to be after the order of Melchizedec; it was,
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7. Mr. Scofield declares that, “It should be needless to say that, in this dispensation, neither Jew
nor Gentile can be saved otherwise than by the exercise of that faith on the Lord Jesus
Christ whereby both are born again (John 3:3, 16) and are baptized into that "one body"
(I Con 12:13) which is "the church" (Eph. 1:22-23). So far so good. However, what is
implied is that in ANOTHER dispensation, in particular under the Dispensation of Law,
the basis of salvation was different. The serious charge leveled against Mr. Scofield and
Dispensational Theology is that it advocates two forms of salvation. There is a salvation
of legal obedience under the Law and a salvation of grace through faith under the New
Covenant. Is this a valid inference of Dispensational Theology? Is the charge accurate?

8. Do you believe that all of the promises made to Mary have already been fulfilled or are their
promises yet to be fulfilled as Mr. Scofield suggests?

9. What do you think of Mr. Scofield cutting off an important passage of Scripture in order to
make it futuristic and thus fit into his scheme of Dispensationalism? Might this be an
example of “wresting” [lit. torturing] Scripture of which Peter warned? 2 Peter 3:16 As also
in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be
understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other
scriptures, unto their own destruction.

Personal Application

1. Are you a devoted student of Dispensational Theology?

2. Are you emotionally committed to Dispensational Theology as many are?

3. Do you have any major concerns with what you are now studying? If so, what are they? Be
specific.

4. Can you see the importance of taking in the whole counsel of God and not picking and
choosing texts to fit a theological bias?

5. Does it bother you that Mr. Scofield has boldly stated that Christians have been mistaught for
centuries that the saints of the Old Testament are included in the Church and that he demands
his understanding of the Bible be embraced? Are you aware it is the mark of every religious
cult leader and political dictator to dismiss the past in order to guide followers in the present
and in the future? By denouncing established authority a person sets themselves up as the
new authority to be trusted, believed, followed and obeyed against all others.

6. Do you love the church?

7. Do you think someone can love the church who believes the church is hindered in her
progress, perverted in her mission and destitute of spirituality? Read the attitude of Christ for
the church in Ephesians 5:25-27. “Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of
water by the word, 27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish”.
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Scripture Memorization

1 Corinthians 10:32 Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church
of God:

Supplemental Material

THE BAPTIST CONFESSION OF FAITH
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11 He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still:
and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy
still. 12 And, behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man
according as his work shall be. 13 I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the
first and the last. 14 Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right
to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 15 For without are
dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever
loveth and maketh a lie. 16 I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in
the churches. I am the root and the offspring of David, and the bright and morning star.
17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let
him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 18 For I
testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this
book: 19 And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book. 20 He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I
come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you all. Amen.

RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH

CHAPTER 2

THE SEVEN DISPENSATIONS
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5. How does Mr. Scofield define and characterize a dispensation?

Answer.

6. According to Mr. Scofield how many of the dispensations or periods of time have been
fulfilled?

Answer.

7. In the area of righteousness what does God do in grace to those no longer under the Law?

Answer.

8. What was the response of the people at Mount Sinai when the Law was given?

Answer.

9. How does Mr. Scofield believe the present dispensation will close?

Answer.
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5. What is your response when God comes to you and by His Word and Spirit convicts your
heart and imposes His will upon your life?

Scripture Memorization

Ephesians 1:10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:

Editor’s Note

In the section Man Under Grace, Mr. Scofield writes, “Salvation, perfect and eternal, is now
freely offered to the Jew and Gentile upon the acknowledgement of sin, or repentance, with faith
in Christ.” The force of the term “now” implies there was another way of salvation for people in
the Old Testament economy other than acknowledgment of sin, repentance and faith in Christ.
Many have found this implication disturbing. Acts 4:12 Neither is there salvation in any other:
for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.
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Scripture Memorization

1 Thessalonians 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
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RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH

CHAPTER 4

THE TWO RESURRECTIONS

The Word of truth teaches in the clearest and most positive terms that all of the dead will be
raised. No doctrine of the faith rests upon a more literal and emphatic body of Scripture authority
than this, nor is any more vital to Christianity. "But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is
Christ not risen. And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also
vain" (1 Cor. 15:13-14.)

But it is important to observe that the Scriptures do not teach that all the dead are raised at one
time. A partial resurrection of saints has already occurred. "And the graves were opened; and
many bodies of the saints which slept arose, and came out of the graves after his resurrection,
and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many" (Matt. 27:52-53).

Two resurrections, differing in respect of time and of those who are the subjects of the
resurrection, are yet future. These are variously distinguished as "the resurrection of life," and
"the resurrection of damnation," "the resurrection of the just and the unjust," etc. The following
Scriptures refer to this important subject.

"Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear his
voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation" (John 5:28-29.)

If it be objected that the word "hour" would indicate a simultaneous resurrection of these two
classes, it is answered that the "hour" of verse 25 has already lasted eighteen hundred years. (See
also "day," in 2 Pet. 3:8; 2 Cor. 6:2; John 8:56).

"But when thou makest a feast, call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind: and thou shalt be
blessed; for they cannot recompense thee: for thou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of
the just" (Luke 14:13-14).

In this passage our Lord speaks of the first resurrection only. In 1 Corinthians 15 the distinction
still further appears: "For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every
man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming (1 Cor.
15:22-23).

"But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. For this we say unto you by the
word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord, shall not
prevent (precede) them which are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall
rise first" (1 Thess. 4:13-16).
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This “resurrection of life,” of “the just,” of “the dead in Christ,” is that of which Paul speaks in
Phil. 3:11 (R.V.): If by any means I may attain unto the resurrection from the dead. Not “of the
dead,” as in the A.V. The resurrection of the dead would imply that all the dead were raised
simultaneously: “from the dead,” necessarily implies a selection – that some of “the dead”
remain. Literally, it is “the resurrection out of the dead ones.” The Emphatic Diaglott has “from
among the dead;” Rotherham, “the out-resurrection, that from among the dead.”

Editor’s Note

The Emphatic Diaglott is a diaglot, or two language polyglot translations, of the New
Testament by Benjamin Wilson, first published in 1864. It is an interlinear translation with
the original Greek text and a word-for-word English translation in the left column, and a full
English translation in the right column. It is based on the interlinear translation, on the
renderings of eminent critics, and on the various readings of the Vatican Manuscript.
Together with illustrative and explanatory foot notes, and a copious selection of references,
to the whole of which is added an alphabetical appendix. The Greek text is that of Johann
Jakob Griesbach.

Editor’s Note

The reference to Rotherham is a reference to Joseph Bryant Rotherham and his work, The
New Testament: newly translated from the Greek text of Tregelles and critically emphasized,
according to the logical idiom of the original; with an introduction and occasional notes.
London: Samuel Bagster and Sons, 1872.

Mr. Scofield Continues…

If the apostle had in mind a resurrection of all the dead, how could he speak of attaining it "by
any means," since he could not possibly escape it?

In Revelation 20:4-6 the two resurrections are again mentioned together, with the important
addition of the time which intervenes between the resurrection of the saved and of the unsaved.
"And I saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and judgment was given unto them: and I saw the
souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which
had not worshipped the Beast neither his image, neither had received his mark upon their
foreheads, or in their hands; AND THEY LIVED and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But
the REST OF THE DEAD lived not again until the thousand years were finished. This is the
FIRST RESURRECTION. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such
the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign
with him a thousand years."

Verses 12 and 13 describe the second resurrection-that "unto damnation."
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RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH

CHAPTER 4

THE TWO RESURRECTIONS

Student’s Study Guide

Review Questions and Answers for Chapter 4

1. Mr. Scofield finds two distinguished resurrections yet future in Scripture. What are they?

Answer.

2. How does Mr. Scofield respond to the objection that the word “hour” indicates a
simultaneous resurrection of the righteous with the unrighteous?

Answer.

3. What evidence does Mr. Scofield provide that a partial resurrection of saints has already
occurred?

Answer.

Reflection

1. In John 5:28 Jesus speaks of one general resurrection for He speaks of all that are in the graves
in the same hour as being resurrected. As people come forth from this one general
resurrection their destinies will be different. Mr. Scofield takes this passage and separates the
narrative into two distinct resurrections at different times. Should this be done?

2. Do you believe that Mr. Scofield’s response is satisfactory to the logical objection that the
word “hour” refers to a simultaneous general resurrection of the righteous and the dead?

3. In his attempt to prove there is not a general resurrection of the just and the unjust together as
Jesus taught in John 8:56, Mr. Scofield cites other Scriptures where the context does mention
only the resurrection of the righteous. (Luke 14:13, 14; 1 Cor. 15:22, 23; 1 Thess. 4:13-16).
Is this a proper usage of Scripture? Technically this technique is called “proof texting”. If it
is possible to use Scripture to explain a less obscure passage in light of a more clear teaching
is it also possible to try to use other passages of Scripture to obscure the plain teaching of
another?
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Supplemental Material

The Valley of Jehoshaphat

Jehoshaphat, Valley Of (valley of the judgment of Jehovah) refers to a valley mentioned only by
the prophet Joel, as the traditional spot in which, after the return of Judah and Jerusalem from the
Babylonian captivity (of 586 BC), Jehovah would gather all the heathen, Joel 3:2, and would
there sit to judge them for their misdeeds to Israel (Joel 3:2, 12).

The scene of "Jehovah's judgment" has been localized, and the name has come down to refer to a
deep ravine which separates Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives, through which at one time the
Kedron forced its stream. Many commentators place the Valley of Jehoshaphat between
Jerusalem and the Mt of Olives, but there is no historical or geographical evidence to support
this.

At what period the name "valley of Jehoshaphat" was first applied to this spot is unknown. It is
not mentioned in the Bible or Josephus, but is first encountered in the middle of the fourth
century AD.

Both Moslems and Jews believe that the last judgment is to take place in the Valley of
Jehoshaphat. The steep sides of the ravine, wherever a level strip affords the opportunity, are
crowded — in places almost paved — by the sepulchers of the Moslems, or the simpler slabs of
the Jewish tombs, alike awaiting the assembly of the last judgment.

The name is generally confined by travelers to the upper part of the glen.

Some suppose that the name is only an imaginary one, "the valley of the judgment of Jehovah"
referring to some great victories of God's people in which judgment was executed upon the
heathen; or perhaps, as Keil, etc., to the end of the world. — Editor (Smith's Bible Dictionary).
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II. It shall be the year of recompences for the controversy of Zion. Though God may suffer
the enemies of his people to prevail against them very far and for a long time, yet he will call
them to an account for it, and will lead captivity captive (Psalms 68:18), will lead those
captive that led his people captive, Revelation 13:10.

Observe,

1. Who are those that shall be reckoned with—all nations, Joel 3, v. 2.

This intimates,

(1.) That all the nations had made themselves liable to the judgment of God for wrong done
to his people. Persecution is the reigning crying sin of the world; that lying in wickedness
itself is set against godliness. The enmity that is in the old serpent, the god of this world,
against the seed of the woman, appears more or less in the children of this world. Marvel not
if the world hate you.

(2.) That, whatsoever nation injured God's nation, they should not go unpunished; for he that
touches the Israel of God shall be made to know that he touches the apple of his eye.
Jerusalem will be a burdensome stone to all people, Zechariah 12:3. But the neighboring
nations shall be particularly reckoned with—Tyre, and Sidon, and all the coasts of Palestine,
or the Philistines, who have been troublesome neighbours to the Israel of God, v. 4. When
the more remote and potent nations that laid Israel wastes are reckoned with the impotent
malice of those that lay near them, and helped forward the affliction, (Zechariah 1:15), and
made a hand of it (Ezekiel 26:2), shall not be passed by.

Note,

Little persecutors shall be called to an account as well as great ones; and, though they could
not do much mischief, shall be reckoned with according to the wickedness of their endeavors
and the mischief they would have done.

2. The sitting of this court for judgment. They shall all be gathered (Joel 3, v. 2), that those
who have combined together against God's people, with one consent (Psalms 83:5), may
together receive their doom. They shall be brought down into the valley of Jehoshaphat,
which lay near Jerusalem, and there God will plead with them,

(1.) Because it is fit that criminals should be tried in the same country where they did the
fact.

(2.) For their greater confusion, when they shall see that Jerusalem which they have so long
endeavored and hoped for the ruin of, in spite of all their rage, made a praise in the earth.

(3.) For the greater comfort and honor of God's Jerusalem, which shall see God pleading
their cause.
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(4.) Then shall be re-acted what God did for Jehoshaphat when he gave him victory over
those that invaded him, and furnished him and his people with matter of joy and praise, in the
valley of Berachah. See 2 Chronicles 20:26.

(5.) It was in this valley of Jehoshaphat (as Dr. Lightfoot suggests) that Sennacherib's army,
or part of it, lay, when it was destroyed by an angel. They came together to ruin Jerusalem,
but God brought them together for their own ruin, as sheaves into the floor, Micah 4:12.

3. The plaintiff called, on whose behalf this prosecution is set on foot; it is for my people,
and for my heritage Israel. It is their cause that God will now plead with jealousy.

Note,

God's people are his heritage, his peculiar, his portion, his treasure, above all people, Exodus
19:5; Deuteronomy 32:9. They are his demesne, and therefore he has a good action against
those that trespass upon them.

4. The charge exhibited against them, which is very particular. Many affronts they had put
upon God by their idolatries, but that for which God has a quarrel with them is the affront
they have put upon his people and upon the vessels of his sanctuary.

(1.) They had been very abusive to the people of Israel, had scattered them among the nations
and forced them to seek for shelter where they could find a place, or carried them captive
into their respective countries and there industriously dispersed them, for fear of their
incorporating for their common safety. They parted their land, and took every one his share
of it as their own; nay, they have cast lots for my people, and sold them. When they had
taken them prisoners,

[1.] They made a jest of them, made a scorn of them as of no value. They would not release
them and yet thought them not worth the keeping; they made nothing of playing them away
at dice. Or they made a dividend of the prisoners by lot, as the soldiers did of Christ's
garments.
[2.] They made a gain of them. When they had them they sold them, yet with so much
contempt that they did not increase their wealth by their price, but sold them for their
pleasure rather than their profit; they gave a boy taken in war for the hire of a harlot, and a
girl for so many bottles of wine as would serve them for one sitting, a goodly price at which
they valued them, and goodly preferment for a son and daughter of Israel to be a slave and a
drudge in a tavern or a brothel.

Observe, here,

how that which is got by sin is commonly spent upon another. The spoil which these enemies
of the Jews gathered by injustice and violence they scattered and threw away in drinking and
whoring; such is frequently the character, and such the conversation, of the enemies and
persecutors of the people of God. The Tyrians and Philistines, when they seized any of the
children of Judah and Jerusalem, either took them prisoners in war or kidnapped them, they
sold them to the Grecians (with whom the men of Tyre traded in the persons of men, Ezekiel
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27:13), that they might remove them far from their own border, v. 6. It was a great reproach
to Israel, God's first-born, his free-born, to be thus bought and sold among the heathen.

(2.) They had unjustly seized God's silver and gold (v. 5), by which some understand the
wealth of Israel. The silver and gold which God's people had he calls his, because they had
received it from him and devoted it to him; and whosoever robbed them God took it as if
they had robbed him and would make reprisals accordingly. Those who take away the estates
of good men for well-doing will be found guilty of sacrilege; they take God's silver and gold.

But it seems rather to be meant of the vessels and treasures of the temple, which God here
calls his goodly pleasant things, precious and desirable to him and all that are his. These they
carried into their temples as trophies of their victory over God's Israel, thinking that therein
they triumphed over Israel's God, nay, and that their idols triumphed over him. Thus the ark
was put in Dagon's temple. Thus they did unjustly. "What have you to do with me (v. 4),
with my people; what wrong have they done you? What provocation have they given you?
You had nothing to do with them, and yet you do all this against them. Devices are devised
against the quiet in the land, and those offended and harmed that are harmless and
inoffensive: Will you render me a recompence?"

Can they pretend that either God or his people have done them any injury, for which they
may justify themselves by the law of retaliation in doing them these mischiefs? No; they
have no colour for it. Note, It is no new thing for those who have been very civil and
obliging to their neighbours to find them very unkind and unneighbourly and for those who
do no injuries to suffer many.

5. The sentence passed upon them. In general (v. 4), "If you recompense me, if you pretend a
quarrel with me, if you provoke me thus to jealousy, if you touch the apple of my eye, I will
swiftly and speedily return your recompence upon your own head." Those that contend with
God will find themselves unable to make their part good with him. He will recompense them
suddenly, when they little think of it, and have not time to prevent it; if he take them to task,
he will soon effect their ruin. Particularly, it is threatened,
(1.) That they should not gain their end in the mischief they designed against God's people.
They thought to remove them so far from their border that they should never return to it
again, v. 6. But (says God) "I will raise them out of the place whither you have sold them,
and they shall not, as you intended, be buried alive there." Men's selling the people of God
will not deprive him of his property in them.

(2.) That they shall be paid in their own coin, as Adonibezek was (v. 8): "I will sell your sons
and your daughters into the hands of the children of Judah; you shall lie as much at their
mercy as they have been at yours," Isaiah 60:14.

Thus the Jews had rule over those that hated them, Esther 9:1. And then they shall justly be
sold to the Sabeans, to a people far off. This (some think) had its accomplishment in the
victories obtained by the Maccabees over the enemies of the Jews; others think it looks as far
forward as the last day, when the upright shall have dominion (Psalms 49:14) and the saints
shall judge the world.
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It is certain that none ever hardened his heart against God, or his church, and prospered long;
no, not Pharaoh himself, for the Lord has spoken it, for the comfort of all his suffering
servants, that vengeance is his and he will repay.

9 Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles; Prepare war, wake up the mighty men, let all the men
of war draw near; let them come up: 10 Beat your plowshares into swords, and your
pruning-hooks into spears: let the weak say, I am strong. 11 Assemble yourselves, and come,
all ye heathen, and gather yourselves together round about: thither cause thy mighty ones to
come down, O Lord. 12 Let the heathen be wakened, and come up to the valley of
Jehoshaphat: for there will I sit to judge all the heathen round about. 13 Put ye in the sickle,
for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down; for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their
wickedness is great. 14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision: for the day of the
Lord is near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the
stars shall withdraw their shining. 16 The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his
voice from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake: but the Lord will be the
hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel. 17 So shall ye know that I am
the Lord your God dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem be holy, and
there shall no strangers pass through her any more.

What the psalmist had long before ordered to be said among the heathen (Psalms 96:10) the
prophet here will have in like manner to be published to all nations, That the Lord reigns, and
that he comes, he comes to judge the earth, as he had long been judging in the earth. The
notice here given of God's judging the nations may have reference to the destruction of
Sennacherib, Nebuchadnezzar, Antiochus, and to the Antichrist especially, and all the proud
enemies of the Christian church; but some of the best interpreters, ancient and modern
(particularly the learned Dr. Polock), think the scope of these verses is to set forth the day of
the last judgment under the similitude of God's making war upon the enemies of his
kingdom, and his gathering in the harvest of the earth, both which similitudes we find used in
the Revelation, ch. 19:11; 14:18. Here we have,

I. A challenge given to all the enemies of God's kingdom to do their worst. To signify to
them that God is preparing war against them, they are called upon to prepare war against
him, v. 9-11. When the hour of God's judgment shall come effectual methods shall be taken
to gather all nations to the battle of that great day of God Almighty, Revelation 16:14; 20:8.

It seems to be here spoken ironically:

"Proclaim you this among the Gentiles; let all the forces of the nations be summoned to join
in confederacy against God and his people."

It is like that, Isaiah 7:9, "Associate yourselves, O you people! And gird yourselves, but you
shall be broken to pieces. Prepare war; muster up all your strength; wake up the mighty men;
call them into your service; excite them to vigilance and resolution; let all the men of war
draw near.
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Let them come and enter the lists with Omnipotence if they dare; let them not complain for
want of weapons, but let them beat their ploughshares into swords and their pruning-hooks
into spears.

Let them resolve, if they will, never to return to their husbandry again, but either to conquer
or die; let none plead unfitness to bear arms, but let the weak say, I am strong and will
venture into the field of battle."

Thus does a God of almighty power bid defiance to all the opposition of the powers of
darkness; let the heathen rage, and the kings of the earth take counsel together, against the
Lord and his Christ; let them assemble, and come, and gather themselves together; but he
that sits in heaven shall laugh at them, and, while he thus calls them, he has them in derision,
Psalms 2:1, 4. The heathen must be wakened, must be raised from the dead, that they may
come up to the valley of Jehoshaphat, to receive their doom (v. 12), may come up out of their
graves, come up into the air, to meet the Lord there. Jehoshaphat signifies the judgment of
the Lord.

Let them come to the place of God's judgment, which perhaps is the chief reason for the
using of this name here, but it is put together as a proper name for the sake of allusions to the
place so called, which we observed before; let them come thither where God will sit to judge
the heathen, to that throne of glory before which shall be gathered all nations (Matthew
25:32), for before the judgment-seat of Christ we must all appear. The challenge (v. 9) is
turned into a summons, v. 12. It is not only, Come if you dare, but You shall come whether
you will or no, for there is no escaping the judgments of God.

II. A charge given to the ministers of God's justice to appear and act against these daring
enemies of his kingdom among men: And therefore cause thy mighty ones to come down, O
Lord! v. 11. When they bring their forces into the field, let God bring his, let the archangel's
trumpet sound a charge, to call together his mighty ones, that is, his angels. Perhaps it is with
reference to this that Christ's coming from heaven at the last day is said to be with his mighty
angels, 2 Thessalonians 1:7. These are the hosts of the Lord, that shall fight his battles when
he shall put down all opposing rule, principality, and power when he shall judge among the
heathen, Psalms 110:6. Some think these words (v. 9, 10), Prepare war, wake up the mighty
men, are not a challenge to the enemies' hosts, but a charge to God's hosts; let them draw
near, and come up. When God's cause is to be pleaded, either by the law or by the sword, he
has those ready that shall please it effectually, witnesses ready to appear for him in the court
of judgment, soldiers ready to appear for him in the field of battle. They shall beat
ploughshares into swords, if need be. However, it is plain that to them the charge in given (v.
13), Put you in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe; that is, their wickedness is great, the
measure of it is full, and they are ripe for ruin. Our Saviour has expounded this, Matthew
13:39. The harvest is the end of the world, and the reapers are the angels. And they are
commanded to thrust in their sickle. Their sharp sickle, and gather in both the harvest and the
vintage, Revelation 14:15, 18.

Note,

The greatness of men's wickedness makes them ripe for God's judgment.
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which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. 14
And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And
whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.














