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Key Thought: The Sovereignty of God over the Kingdoms of the Earth

Key Verse: Daniel 4:17

“This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to
the intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it
to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the basest of men.”

DANIEL 1

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah came Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon unto Jerusalem, and besieged it.

King Josiah of Judah
c. 640-609 BC

Johanan Jehoiakim Jehoahaz
Elder son Middle son Younger Son

1:1 Jehoiakim. The narrative begins in the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim (609-598 BC),
king of Judah. Jehoiakim was 25 years old at his accession of power. He was the second son of
the good king Josiah. His elder brother Johanan should have been the crowned king but Pharaoh
Necho of Egypt raised Jehoiakim to the throne instead. This was done over the choice of the
people who had nominated Jehoahaz to be king. Jehoahaz was Jehoiakim's younger brother.
Pharaoh Necho thought that he could control Jehoiakim.

The king of Judah was expected to pay tribute to the Egyptian ruler for Josiah's part in siding
with Babylon against Egypt. At first, the tribute money was paid. Jehoiakim taxed the people (2
Kings 23:33, 34; Jer. 22:10-12; Ezek. 19:4). But then, Pharaoh Necho suffered his devastating
defeat from Babylon at the Battle of Carchemish. As a result of that battle, the ruler of Egypt lost
all the territorial holdings between the Euphrates and the Nile. He left Judea and never returned
(2 Kings 24:7; Jer. 46:2). Jehoiakim was free to act as he pleased without pressure.

As the king of Judah, Jehoiakim reigned for eleven years. He was a ruthless and ungodly ruler.
"His eyes and heart were only for covetousness, shedding innocent blood, oppression, and
violence" (Jer. 22:13-17). "He built his house by unrighteousness and without mercy, using his
neighbor's service without wages."
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Jehoiakim had built by forced labor a splendid palace that violated the Law of the Lord (Lev.
19:13; Deut. 24:14, 15 cf. Micah 3:10; Heb. 2:9; James 5:4). However, the personal good life and
temporary political freedom from Egyptian servitude came to an end in the third year of his
reign. A new political master had stepped onto the stage of world history in the person of
Nebuchadnezzar.

1:1 Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon returned from Carchemish, marched to Jerusalem and
subdued the king. It was the original intention of Nebuchadnezzar to take Jehoiakim in bondage
to Babylon, but the Chaldean ruler had a change of heart. Remembering his former ally King
Josiah, Nebuchadnezzar decided to simply make his son Jehoiakim a vassal. He thought he was
being gracious and honoring the memory of a political friend. Later, he would regret that
decision.

2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with part of the
vessels of the house of God: which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house
of his god; and he brought the vessels into the treasure house of his god.

1:2 Behind the natural outworking of human events is the unseen hand of God. From a human
perspective Nebuchadnezzar went forth to conquer with a mighty army. From a divine
perspective “the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand.” The absolute sovereignty of
God orchestrating the events of time is a biblical revelation.

Charles H. Spurgeon wrote, “There is no attribute more comforting to His children than that of
God’s sovereignty. Under the most adverse circumstances, in the most severe trials, they believe
that sovereignty has ordained their afflictions, that sovereignty overrules them, and that
sovereignty will sanctify them all. There is nothing for which the children ought to more
earnestly contend to than the doctrine of their Master over all creation—the Kingship of God
over all the works of His own hands—the Throne of God and His right to sit upon that
throne...for it is God upon the Throne whom we trust.”

3 And the king spake unto Ashpenaz, the master of his eunuchs, that he should
bring certain of the children of Israel, and of the king's seed, and of the princes;

1:2-3 In place of the king, Nebuchadnezzar took a large portion of the great wealth of the house
of God (1:2) plus political hostages in selected children of Israel (Dan. 1:3). By allowing these
things to happen, God manifested His justice. Once the people of the Lord had brought the
images of other gods into His temple. Now the Lord allowed the holy vessels to be carried into
the treasuries of other gods. Once the people of the Lord absorbed the children of other nations.
Now, the children of Judah would be held captive in exile (Matthew 7:1-5).

4 Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured [gifted], and skilful in all
wisdom, and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had
ability in them to stand [serve] in the king's palace, and whom they might teach the
learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans.
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12 Prove thy servants, I beseech thee, ten days; and let them give us pulse
[vegetable] to eat, and water to drink.

13 Then let our countenances be looked upon before thee, and the countenance of
the children that eat of the portion of the king's meat [food]: and as thou seest, deal
with thy servants.

14 So he consented to them in this matter, and proved [tested] them ten days.
15 And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter

[healthier] in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king's
meat.

16 Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the wine that they
should drink; and gave them pulse [vegetable].

17 As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning
and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.

1:8-17 The courage of conviction. Following his strong stand for a godly purpose (1:8), time
passed quickly and quietly for Daniel and his three friends. Their days were filled with
concentrated education in all the knowledge of Babylon (1:9-17). Finally, after three years the
day came when King Nebuchadnezzar wanted to see what his idea had produced. Would the
young men he sponsored be able to serve in the royal courts? In a formal ceremony Ashpenaz
brought all the captives before the throne to find out.

18 Now at the end of the days that the king had said he should bring them in, then
the prince of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar.

19 And the king communed with them; and among them all was found none like
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah: therefore stood [served] they before the
king.

20 And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king inquired of
them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that
were in all his realm.

1:18-20 One by one King Nebuchadnezzar questioned the young men who stood before him. He
was particularly impressed with Daniel, Hanaiah, Mishael, and Azariah. No matter what subject
he spoke to them about, they were infinitely more informed and knowledgeable than anyone else
in his whole kingdom. While Nebuchadnezzar did not bother to inquire what the ultimate source
of their wisdom was, the Bible is careful to give the honor and glory to God.
The Scriptures state plainly (Dan. 1:17) that "God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning
and wisdom."

Men who do not know God, attribute the acquisition of learning to chance or natural selection.
Such thinking brings dishonor to the Lord, and it dishonors man himself, for it is an illogical and
unreasonable thought. Nothing cannot make itself greater than it is. The chair cannot become a
diamond nor can the bird become an airplane. The infant in the cradle cannot increase in
knowledge unless God gives it the means and the opportunity.
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Because Christians recognize the Source of all learning and wisdom, believers can appeal to that
Source to grant more grace in the distribution of these gifts. James, the brother of Christ
according to the flesh, instructs us to do this very thing (James 1:5).

21 And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus [of Persia, 559
BC].
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3. The world is anxious to transform God's people by force if necessary (Dan. 1:1-2) by change
of names if possible (Dan. 1:6-7) and by acts of kindness when practical (Dan. 1:5).

4. As seen so often in the study of the prophets, all judgments begin first in the house of God.

1:2 Concerning the sovereignty of God, guest lecturer at Calvin Seminary, R. B. Kuiper once
used the following illustration of God’s sovereignty and human responsibility. “I liken them to
two ropes going through two holes in the ceiling and over a pulley above. If I wish to support
myself by them, I must cling to them both. If I cling only to one and not the other, I go down. I
read the many teachings of the Bible regarding God’s election, predestination, his chosen, and
so on, I read also the many teachings regarding, ‘whosoever will may come’ and urging people
to exercise their responsibility as human beings. These seeming contradictions cannot be
reconciled by the puny human mind. With childlike faith, I cling to both ropes, fully confident
that in eternity I will see that both strands of truth are, after all, of one piece.”
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Introduction to Daniel 2

In the ancient world dreams were regarded as having significance and as portents of events yet to
come. One night, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon had a significant dream. Because of its
contents and vividness, the dream greatly upset him and he wanted to know what it meant.
Therefore, in the light of day, he called for his magicians, and astrologers, and sorcerers, who
were grouped together and known simply as the Wise Men or the Chaldeans.

The function of these Wise Men was to tap into the supernatural. Such activities were
condemned by the Law of Moses (cf. Deut. 18:10) and rightly so for there is only one true God
who knows the future with certainty. To the group of Wise Men, King Nebuchadnezzar gave an
unusual task. He wanted the men to tell him of his dream and what it meant even though they
had no real ability to discern the supernatural.

While the King may not have forgotten the entire dream (Dan. 2:9), he had to find a way to test
the Wise Men to know if they could really provide a correct answer as to the meaning of the
dream. In his heart the King must have known, as did the Wise Men, that the religion of Babylon
was mere superstition and not the truth.

DANIEL 2

1 And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar Nebuchadnezzar
dreamed dreams, wherewith his spirit was troubled, and his sleep brake from him.

2 Then the king commanded to call the magicians, and the astrologers, and the
sorcerers, and the Chaldeans, for to shew the king his dreams. So they came and
stood before the king.

3 And the king said unto them, I have dreamed a dream, and my spirit was
troubled to know [understand] the dream.

4 Then spake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, O king, live forever: tell thy
servants the dream, and we will shew the interpretation.

2:1-4 When the Wise Men first heard that the King had a dream, they were not unduly
concerned. Even when the King threatened them with dismemberment and ruin, they were not
alarmed. Such threats were common and to be expected. The violence of an eastern despot was
brutal. So the Wise Men spoke to Nebuchadnezzar in Syriack [i.e. Aramaic] (Dan. 2:4) with
great confidence. If they were able to help the king, they would receive gifts, financial rewards,
and great honor. Now, if the King would simply tell them what it was he dreamed they would
immediately be able to provide him with an interpretation that would comfort his heart.

5 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, The thing is gone from me: if ye
will not make known unto me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye shall
be cut in pieces, and your houses shall be made a dunghill.

6 But if ye shew [tell] the dream, and the interpretation thereof, ye shall receive
of me gifts and rewards and great honour: therefore shew me the dream, and the
interpretation thereof.
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7 They answered again and said, Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we
will shew the interpretation of it.

2:5-7 For the second time the Wise Men asked the King to share his dream. But the King would
not reveal his dream nor would he cancel his threat to kill the Wise Men if they proved not to be
so wise. Now the Wise Men were concerned and for good reason. It would soon be apparent for
all to see that they had no real ability to tell the King what he dreamed or what his dream meant.
In anger Nebuchadnezzar roared at his Wise Men whose hearts were beating rapidly beneath
their flowing robes.

8 The king answered and said, I know of certainty that ye would gain the time,
because ye see the thing is gone from me.

9 But if ye will not make known unto me the dream, there is but one decree for
you: for ye have prepared lying and corrupt words to speak before me, till the time
be changed: therefore tell me the dream, and I shall know that ye can shew me the
interpretation thereof.

10 The Chaldeans answered before the king, and said, There is not a man upon
the earth that can shew [reveal] the king's matter: therefore there is no king, lord,
nor ruler, that asked such things at any magician, or astrologer, or Chaldean.

11 And it is a rare thing that the king requireth, and there is none other that can
shew it before the king, except the gods, whose dwelling is not with flesh.

2:8-11 Speaking for the third time the Wise Men pleaded with the King. He was asking too much
(2:10-11). What he wanted was beyond human power. Of course it was! And now the truth was
out. Whatever the Wise Men could do they did with human power. No wonder the King became
furious at them. He was supporting a large group of men who claimed to have access to
supernatural power. But when the supernatural power was needed, it was not available. The Wise
Men with all their clever tricks were but human after all.

12 For this cause the king was angry and very furious, and commanded to destroy
all the wise men of Babylon.

13 And the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they sought
Daniel and his fellows to be slain.

2:12-13 In his anger and frustration, Nebuchadnezzar sent forth the royal decree that the Wise
Men were to be executed immediately. Included in this mandate were Daniel and his three
friends because they had been trained under the Wise Men. Unless something happened quickly,
Daniel and his friends were going to be executed for the sins of others. When word reached
Daniel he acted swiftly.

14 Then Daniel answered with counsel and wisdom to Arioch the captain of the
king's guard, which was gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon:
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15 He answered and said to Arioch the king's captain, Why is the decree so hasty
[urgent] from the king? Then Arioch made the thing known to Daniel.

2:14-15 First, he requested an audience with Arioch, the guard of the palace to discover why the
King was acting with such harshness (not hastiness). In this behavior, Daniel provides a very
important example. It is vital to discover what is on the other person's mind without assuming
that one knows and without attributing things that one does not know to be the case.

16 Then Daniel went in, and desired of the king that he would give him time, and
that he would shew the king the interpretation.

2:16 After he was fully informed, the Bible says that Daniel secured an audience with the King
to make a request and to give a promise. The request was for just a little more time.

17 Then Daniel went to his house, and made the thing known to Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah, his companions:

18 That they would desire mercies of the God of heaven concerning this secret;
that Daniel and his fellows should not perish with the rest of the wise men of
Babylon.

19 Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel
blessed the God of heaven.

2:17-19 The promise was that the dream would be revealed and explained. Observe in this three
thoughts.

First, Daniel's confidence which was based upon past experiences with the Lord. Daniel knew
that he had a special gift from God and so did other people.

Second, consider Daniel's courage, which was extraordinary. "Men of deep faith," says Matthew
Henry, "are bold."

Third, notice Daniel's humility. While Daniel is confident, he is not presumptuous. He needs to
take this whole situation to the Lord in prayer, which he does. And he invites others to join him
in prayer as well. The basis of prayer will be the mercy of God. (See Doctrine of Mercy)

20 Daniel answered and said, Blessed be the name of God forever and ever: for
wisdom and might are his:

2:20 When Daniel told King Nebuchadnezzar with certainty that he would reveal the dream and
its interpretation, he was not being boastful. Daniel knew he had the gift of prophecy. He had
faith that God would make known to him the dream and Daniel was right. In a night vision, the
secret dream of Nebuchadnezzar's was revealed. Daniel and his three friends had asked for
mercy and they would receive it from the Lord.
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31 Thou, O king, sawest, and behold a great image. This great image, whose
brightness was excellent, stood before thee; and the form thereof was terrible.

2:31 The Great Image that King Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream was not an idol, but a statue
in human form of four great empires. Because world powers are one in essence and human by
nature, they are united in one statue. This essential unity is important to understand by way of
interpretation. The Great Image is said to be bright. The brightness was caused, no doubt, by the
reflection of its metals of gold, silver, and brass. The massive size and shining image of the
statue would inspire fear and terror. From the head of gold to the feet of clay, there is a steady
deterioration. Only the head constitutes a unified whole.

32 This image's head was of fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly
and his thighs [loins] of brass,

33 His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay.
34 Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, which smote the

image upon his feet that were of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces.
35 Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken to

pieces together, and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the
wind carried them away, that no place was found for them: and the stone that
smote the image became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.

2:32. This image's head was of fine gold. The greatest of these four was the first, the
Babylonian Empire, represented by the head of gold. By all historical accounts the Babylonian
Empire could lay claim to a universal dominion (Dan. 2:38) though there were parts of the earth
it did not dominate in Asia, North America, etc. The Babylonian Empire, according to the vision,
would be replaced by another kingdom represented by silver.

2:32 his breast and his arms of silver. History identifies this second empire as the Empire of
the Medes and the Persians who united to overthrow Babylon. This view has been accepted by
the church Fathers, Jerome, Luther, Calvin, and in more modern times by the great German
scholar, Keil.

2: 32 his belly and his thighs [loins] of brass. The third Empire, represented by brass, can be
identified as that of Alexander the Great.

2:33 His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part of clay. Then came Rome, represented by
the inferior metal of iron.

2:33 a stone was cut out without hands. This prophetic reference is and was about Christ and
the kingdom He established.

36 This is the dream; and we will tell the interpretation thereof before the king.
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2:36 Once Daniel described the Great Image that King Nebuchadnezzar had seen in his dream,
the next question to address was its meaning. Because no such image had ever been known to
man, there was no precedent from which the symbolism could have been borrowed to help in the
explanation. The Lord alone would have to explain this Great Image, and He did. From the
vantage point of history the interpretation becomes rather easy. The four empires of the prophecy
are the Babylon Empire, Mede-Persian Empire, Grecian Empire, and Roman Empire.

37 Thou, O king, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath given thee a
kingdom, power, and strength, and glory.

38 And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the field and the
fowls of the heaven hath he given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over
them all. Thou art this head of gold.

39 And after thee shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third
kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth.

40 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron breaketh in
pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in
pieces and bruise.

41 And whereas thou sawest the feet and toes, part of potters' clay, and part of
iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but there shall be in it of the strength of the
iron, forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with miry [common] clay.

42 And as the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom
shall be partly strong, and partly broken.

43 And whereas thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they shall mingle
themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not cleave one to another, even as
iron is not mixed with clay.

44 And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people,
but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for
ever.

45 Forasmuch as thou sawest that the stone was cut out of the mountain without
hands, and that it brake in pieces the iron, the brass, the clay, the silver, and the
gold; the great God hath made known to the king what shall come to pass
hereafter: and the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof sure.

2:44-45 As attention is focused on the image of the Great Uncut Stone which speaks of the
kingdom of God, several facts can be noted.

1. The kingdom of God is not of human origin. Man's hands did not form this kingdom. God
sets it up.

2. The kingdom of God is eternal in its duration. It shall never be destroyed, nor shall it last
only 1,000 years. Since this kingdom is divine, it is therefore eternal.

3. The kingdom of God shall not change hands (2:44). It shall not be left to other people.
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The first is summarized in the word exegesis. Exegesis is a term derived by transliteration from
the Greek [exegesis] meaning "narration" or "explanation." Exegesis is the science of
interpretation. It tries to fix the meaning of individual statements and passages. Exegesis is
founded upon two fundamentals.

First, it is believed that thoughts can be accurately conveyed in words that have shades of
meaning.

Second, exegesis assumes that the Bible is so important that all painstaking effort to discover
exactly what God said is important. The search is on for the literal, grammatical, historical
understanding of a text.

In contrast to exegesis is another concept which is not scholarly but subjective. The issue is not,
"What has God said?" Rather, the issue for some people remains this: "What is God saying to
me? Today? In light of the morning news stories?" Freedom is found to read into the Bible
whatever the mood of the moment is.

For those who were persecuted during the Reformation period, the Pope was the Anti-Christ. For
those who were afraid during the 19th century, Napoleon was the Anti-Christ to come. For those
afraid during the 20th century, Germany's Kaiser was the Anti-Christ to come during WW I.
Then came WW II and some people thought Mussolini was the Anti-Christ. Others decided it
was Adolph Hitler.

During the 1970's, more than one American Protestant prophet said Henry Kissinger was the
Anti-Christ. What all of these things have in common is isegesis [reading something into a text]
not exegesis [reading truth out of the text]. God's people are guilty of reading into the Scriptures
instead of reading out of the Bible what God has said. I do not have much hope that this will ever
stop.

The Bible tells us that God's people will always have itching ears. God's people will always be
gullible. God's people will always be lead astray to a certain extent by those who are bold
enough to find keys to unlock ancient mysteries. All some of us can do is to be faithful and tell
the truth. America by way of interpretation is not in the Bible and it is prideful to think that we
merit mentioning. The exciting truth to believe and realize is that the Kingdom of the Messiah
has been established according to promise and of that kingdom there will be no end. Let the
church be the church and let the people rejoice.

“Onward, Christian soldiers,
marching as to war,

With the cross of Jesus
going on before.

Christ, the royal Master,
leads against the foe;
Forward into battle
see His banners go!
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Onward, Christian soldiers,
marching as to war,

With the cross of Jesus
going on before.

At the sign of triumph
Satan’s host doth flee;

On then, Christian soldiers,
on to victory!

Hell’s foundations quiver
at the shout of praise;

Brothers lift your voices,
loud your anthems raise.

Like a mighty army
moves the church of God;
Brothers, we are treading
where the saints have trod.

We are not divided,
all one body we,

One in hope and doctrine,
one in charity.

Sabine Baring Gould

The Story Behind the Song

“Whit-Monday [the day after Pentecost] is a great day for school festivals in Yorkshire. One
Whit-Monday, thirty years ago, it was arranged that our school should join forces with that of a
neighboring village. I wanted the children to sing when marching from one village to another,
but couldn’t think of anything quite suitable; so I sat up at night, resolved that I would write
something myself. “Onward, Christian Soldiers” was the result. It was written in great haste, and
I am afraid some of the rhymes are faulty. Certainly nothing has surprised me more than its pop-
ularity. I don’t remember how it got printed first, but I know that very soon it found its way into
several collections. I have written a few other hymns since then, but only two or three have be-
come at all well-known.” This hymn was sung at the funeral of American president Dwight Ei-
senhower at the National Cathedral, Washington, DC, March 1969.
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Introduction to
Daniel 3

Having faithfully interpreted the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon (605-562 BC), and
having been honored for his service, Daniel will now face the greatest challenge to his faith by
way of temptation. The temptation will be to cling to all the newfound honor and glory he has
received by paying the price of worshipping an idol. Since Daniel's three friends were honored
with him, they too will face the same temptation.

The reason why Daniel and his companions will be tested is found in the pride of
Nebuchadnezzar. Because of someone else's sin, the people of God will be persecuted. While
this is not fair, such situations are to be expected as part of the spiritual warfare that rages in the
universe. According to the interpretation of the vision by Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar was the head
of gold. Gold speaks of riches and riches are one source of wielding power. Because of the
wealth of the empire, Nebuchadnezzar did have great power over other lands and people. Daniel
had told the monarch that all his power was the result of the grace of the Sovereign God of the
universe (Dan. 2:36). Nebuchadnezzar soon forgot that point and began to consider himself
unique in all the earth.

DANIEL 3

1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was threescore
cubits, and the breadth thereof six cubits: he set it up in the plain of Dura, in the
province of Babylon.

31:1 Having faithfully interpreted the dream of King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon (605-562 BC),
and having been honored for his service, Daniel will now face the greatest challenge to his faith
by way of temptation. The temptation will be to cling to all the newfound honor and glory he has
received by paying the price of worshipping an idol. Since Daniel's three friends were honored
with him, they too will face the same temptation.

2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king sent to gather together the princes, the
governors, and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the counsellors, the sheriffs,
and all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the dedication of the image which
Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

3:2 Once the great image was established, Nebuchadnezzar sent word that all the government
officials in his empire were to gather before the colossus on the plains of Dura. The officials
came. There were satraps (kingdom/guardians much like presidential cabinet members),
administrators, governors, counselors, treasurers, judges, and magistrates.

3 Then the princes, the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasurers, the
counsellors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces, were gathered together
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unto the dedication of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up; and they
stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

4 Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is commanded, O people, nations, and
languages,

5 That at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery,
dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the golden image that
Nebuchadnezzar the king hath set up:

6 And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth shall the same hour be cast into
the midst of a burning fiery furnace.

3: 3-6 The government officials gathered before the great image of gold believing that a
dedication service was about to take place. However, once together, the officials found that the
crafty king had a hidden agenda. Nebuchadnezzar wanted more than a ceremonial service. He
wanted to be honored by all men in a special way. The penalty of death was threatened if honor
was refused. There was no freedom of the will involved in the king's new edict. There was no
freedom of conscience. Either he would be honored or there would be a fiery form of death based
upon the pretext of treason. Anticipating that there would be contentious souls who would refuse
to worship the golden image, Nebuchadnezzar had an execution chamber prepared in the form of
a fiery furnace. Furnaces or kilns were used in Babylon for firing bricks. If the furnaces could
harden bricks, the king knew they could easily consume human flesh and bones for execution by
burning was a well known practice in the ancient world (Jer. 29:22). Those who would not
worship, the king set the stage for suffering.

7 Therefore at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the cornet, flute,
harp, sackbut, psaltery, and all kinds of musick, all the people, the nations, and the
languages, fell down and worshipped the golden image that Nebuchadnezzar the
king had set up.

3:7 To make the act of idolatry more palatable and the threat of death less menacing,
Nebuchadnezzar prepared an orchestra to be present at the ceremonies. The musicians would
play their instruments, which included the horn, the flute, the lyre, and the psaltery. While the
symphony played, people would fall down and worship the golden image. The great day came.
The golden image was polished brightly. A multitude of people of various nations and languages
gathered. The king made his royal entrance and was seated on a special platform prepared for
him and his entourage.

Finally, the moment arose. The royal orchestra leaders raised his hands. The musicians took a
deep breath. The signal was given. The sound of music went forth and all the people fell down in
an overt act of homage. All the people fell down to worship, that is, except the Jews, to include
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These men refused to obey the order of the king, thereby
setting the stage for suffering.

8 Wherefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near, and accused the Jews.
9 They spake and said to the king Nebuchadnezzar, O king, live forever.
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10 Thou, O king, hast made a decree, that every man that shall hear the sound of
the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick,
shall fall down and worship the golden image:

11 And whoso falleth not down and worshippeth, that he should be cast into the
midst of a burning fiery furnace.

12 There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province of
Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not
regarded thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou
hast set up.

3:8-12 By building an image of gold and demanding that all people in his kingdom worship it or
face a certain death by fire, Nebuchadnezzar set the stage for suffering. Those who opposed the
policy of the king on religious grounds were destined for persecution. For Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, the persecution began when certain Chaldeans asked for a private audience with
the king. Once alone with the king, the Chaldeans began to speak things into his ears that were
partially true but wholly wrong in conclusion. The Chaldeans spoke of certain Jews who were
high officials in the king's court. They had been appointed by royal decree. However, unlike
other officials, these Jews were not worshipping the golden image nor the gods of Babylon. All
of this was true. What was not true was that the Jews were showing disrespect for the king as
charged.

13 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego. Then they brought these men before the king.

3:13 When Nebuchadnezzar first heard what the Jews were doing, the Bible says that he was
filled with fury and with rage. While it is possible to be angry and to sin not, it is also possible to
have unjustified anger. Nebuchadnezzar's anger was unjustified for it was grounded in a
distortion of the Jews and his own foolish pride at having a wicked commandment challenged.
Like so many people in a position of power, Nebuchadnezzar thought that authority alone is all
that matters. He spoke, others should respond. What the king forgot was that there is a God who
gave him his kingdom and it is to this one true God that he himself is subject to. The God of
heaven demands justice and righteousness in the rulers of the earth and not arrogant decrees.
Nebuchadnezzar is going to find himself fighting both godly men and the God of the men in his
passion. In his anger he does not think, for rage does not reflect, it only threatens.

14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I
have set up?

3:14 To his credit, Nebuchadnezzar did give the Jews an opportunity to answer the charges. If he
did not reveal the source of the accusations, he at least provided a public forum for the truth to be
known and the position of the Jews to be crystallized. What the king discovered is that the Jews
had a good reason for their position. When given the chance, people who have been falsely hurt
usually can provide a good account of themselves.
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15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute,
harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and
worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast
the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that
shall deliver you out of my hands?

3:15 Unfortunately, Nebuchadnezzar was not listening to the good reasoning offered. In his
arrogance he threatened the Jews with death while taunting their God (Dan. 3:15). However,
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, were not intimidated. The righteous have nothing to fear
except fear itself.

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O
Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter.

17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery
furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king.

18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor
worship the golden image which thou hast set up.

3:16-18 Respectfully, the three men answered the king.

First, they professed their confidence in the Lord. "Our God is able to deliver us", they said.

Second, the Jews submitted themselves to His sovereign will. They did not know that the Lord
would save them and so they did not presume to tell what they did not know.

Third, the Jews remained loyal to their convictions. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, did not
compromise, they did not rationalize, and they did not justify bad behavior.
What these three men did do was prepare themselves to suffer for righteousness sake while
maintaining their faith in God.

1. The Chaldeans flattered the proud in order to destroy the innocent, they deified a blood
stained and capricious tyrant, that they might doom to death three unoffending strangers and
captives, whom they hated.

2. In all of this the Chaldeans are a true picture of the world in every age. It exalts the oppressor
and tramples on the innocent.

3. Nebuchadnezzar is a perfect example of the favorite of this world. He is courted, envied,
flattered, admired and adorned--outwardly.

4. The Christian is commanded not to fear man but to fear God.

5. The Christian cannot bow down before golden idols and still worship the Living God. We
must be equally decided in our relationship with them.
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5. The acceptance of sin is understandable to a large extent. Most people will do whatever it
takes to continue to live. One survivor of the Nazi Holocaust tells his story of watching an SS
office shoot a Jewish musician who could not play well. The officer thought he had killed the
man but had only wounded him. The Jewish man tried to intervene on behalf of the wounded
individual only to be told to take the bleeding body to the crematorium and put the man in
even though he was still alive and conscious. The Jew obeyed because if he did not, he would
have been put alive into the oven. He just did as he was told.

6. The instinct of self-preservation will over rule all reason and all emotions of pity and
kindness unless there is mental and spiritual preparation to temper certain actions.

7. Life can change suddenly. One day Daniel and his three friends were safe and secure in the
highest echelons of power in the court of the king. The next day they were wanted men, as
political enemies stalked their souls.

8. The commandments of men are grievous because of sin. Consider the source of all conflicts,
be they personal, national, or international, and you will discover some sinful impulse is at
the root. Righteousness is never in conflict with righteousness. Righteousness is always in
conflict with sin. The commandments of the Lord are not grievous. Listen, for example, to
Jesus as He says, "A new commandment I give unto you that you love one another."

3:26-27 God's people might pass through the fires of men, but unrighteous men must one-day
pass through the fires of God, prepared for the devil and his angels. The fires of God are more
severe and they last forever. Though there is not much physical persecution for the faith in our
nation today, there are still spiritual furnaces that God's people must pass through.

1. There is the furnace of slander.

2. There is the furnace of satanic opposition. The devil whispers into our ears things that
undermines faith. "You have been forsaken by God," he says. "Your sins are too many,” he
tells us. "Your sins are too horrendous for God to forgive," he declares. “Your damnation is
certain."

3. There is the furnace of physical pain. During the last five years of her life, Corrie Ten Boom
was unable to speak. For a lady who had been a “Tramp for the Lord" for many years,
speaking to large audiences, such silence must have been difficult.

4. There is the furnace of bereavement.

5. There is the furnace of loss. The business, which was thought to be a blessing, has only
impoverished. Whatever the furnace may be, the purpose of God is to purify His people.
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Introduction to Daniel 4:1-18
Descent into Madness

I Never Promised You A Rose Garden is the tender, yet terrifying story of a young girl's journey
into mental illness and back to normalcy. The American actress Jo-Anne Woodward, won an
academy award for her role of Sybil, a woman with multiple personalities. All of this tells us that
the mind is a complex organism. It has never been fully understood especially when
abnormalities are manifested. These abnormalities are called mental illnesses.

There are some doctors who argue against the whole notion of mental illness. The mind cannot
be sick, they say. But something is obviously wrong when people speak and act in an irrational
manner. In the ancient world certain forms of unusual behavior were viewed as a type of divine
gift sent from the gods. Seizures were considered to be a sign of divine favor. Alexander the
Great and Julius Caesar were both afflicted with this problem.

DANIEL

1 Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell in
all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you.

2 I thought it good to shew the signs and wonders that the high God hath wrought
toward me.

3 How great are his signs! And how mighty are his wonders! His kingdom is an
everlasting kingdom, and his dominion is from generation to generation.

4:1-3 Like other mortal men, the king of Babylon once descended into genuine madness. But he
recovered and wrote of his ordeal. In the year 562 BC Nebuchadnezzar told his story in a royal
decree. He wanted the people to know about the signs and wonders that the high God hath
wrought toward him. People who have been touched by God want others to know. In an official
Babylonian State Document, the experience of King Nebuchadnezzar was recorded a year before
he died. There were special reasons for telling his story. Nebuchadnezzar wanted to confess the
sin of pride (Dan. 4:37). The king wanted to explain the cause of his seven years of insanity.
There was the opportunity to give a word of testimony. It may be that Nebuchadnezzar had
found peace with God and then he received peace from God. He wanted others to know.

4 I Nebuchadnezzar was at rest in mine house, and flourishing in my palace:
5 I saw a dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed and the

visions of my head troubled me.
6 Therefore made I a decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before me,

that they might make known unto me the interpretation of the dream.
7 Then came in the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the

soothsayers: and I told the dream before them; but they did not make known unto
me the interpretation thereof.
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4:4-7 As Nebuchadnezzar remembered, his ordeal began when he was in good health and
dwelling in his palace. He was at rest, free from all care and worry. He was flourishing as a tree
might grow well. One night, the king had a dream which made him afraid. The dream was so real
and so vivid that even when Nebuchadnezzar was awake the vision of his head troubled him.
Once more the king called for the wise men of the realm. Though they had not been able to help
him before, perhaps this time they could, for the king was not hesitant to talk. Dreams were
common and trees were often a symbol of royalty. Surely this dream had something to do with
himself. Try as they could, once more the wise men of Babylon failed the king (Dan. 4:7). It
seemed that hope was gone until the king spotted Daniel.

8 But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose name was Belteshazzar,
according to the name of my god, and in whom is the spirit of the holy gods: and
before him I told the dream, saying,

9 O Belteshazzar, master of the magicians, because I know that the spirit of the
holy gods is in thee, and no secret troubleth thee, tell me the visions of my dream
that I have seen, and the interpretation thereof.

4:8-9 Among the wise men who gathered to help the king was the Lord's man in whom the king
knew, dwelt the spirit of divinity. Since Daniel had helped the king before, surely he could help
again. It was only natural that the king singled Daniel out for special consideration. Once more,
eagerly, did Nebuchadnezzar begin to pour out his heart.

10 Thus were the visions of mine head in my bed; I saw, and behold a tree in the
midst of the earth, and the height thereof was great.

11 The tree grew, and was strong, and the height thereof reached unto heaven,
and the sight thereof to the end of all the earth:

12 The leaves thereof were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for
all: the beasts of the field had shadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven dwelt
in the boughs thereof, and all flesh was fed of it.

4: 10-12 Daniel was told of a large tree which had appeared in the midst of the earth. It occupied
a central position as it stood by itself away from any forest. Because of its centrality of location it
attracted attention.

13 I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an
holy one came down from heaven;

14 He cried aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches,
shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts get away from under it, and
the fowls from his branches:

15 Nevertheless leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron
and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven,
and let his portion be with the beasts in the grass of the earth:
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4:13-15 As Nebuchadnezzar was considering the tree, there suddenly appeared a Watcher from
heaven. The reference is to a holy angel whose job it was to be vigilant. The angel gave a
command. To whom the command was given is not stated but the instructions were clear. The
great tree was to be cut down. Only a stump was to be allowed to remain. A band of iron and
brass was to be placed around the stump to make sure it would not grow again.

16 Let his heart be changed from man's, and let a beast's heart be given unto him;
and let seven times pass over him.

17 This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of
the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will, and setteth up over it the
basest of men.

4:16-17 In the dream the image of the vision changed from that of a tree to that of a man, with
the heart, or the nature of a beast. For seven years there was to be this new state of existence. The
purpose of this unusual beastly nature given in judgment, was to teach a spiritual lesson to the
entire world of the absolute sovereignty of God. Let the world know "the Most High ruleth in the
kingdom of men and giveth it to whomsoever He will, and setteth upon it the basest of men."

18 This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar,
declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdom
are not able to make known unto me the interpretation: but thou art able; for the
spirit of the holy gods is in thee.

The Beast of Babylon
Daniel 4:19-32

In Daniel 4:19-32 we have the interpretation of the second dream of King Nebuchadnezzar. It
is a simple dream to interpret but startling in its announcement. When Daniel first heard of the
dream he was so troubled and horrified that he could not speak for one hour. The prophet of God
was shocked by the severity of the divine judgment that was going to fall upon Nebuchadnezzar.
Some years ago, the English minister, Charles Spurgeon was preaching in the Music Hall in the
Royal Surrey Gardens. The date was October 19, 1856. Twelve thousand people crowded into
the building to hear Mr. Spurgeon preach. The service began in the usual way. Suddenly, during
the second prayer, there were simultaneous cries from all parts of the building of 'Fire!' 'The
Galleries are giving way!' ' The place is falling!'

Mr. Spurgeon tried to reassure the alarmed multitude that this was a ruse on the part of thieves
and pickpockets but it was to no avail. Spurgeon watched in horror as seven people were
trampled to death and many others suffered serious bodily injury. In his autobiography, Mr.
Spurgeon recounts his reaction of horror at having to witness death in a place he had come to
proclaim life.
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19 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was astonied for one hour, and
his thoughts troubled him. The king spake, and said, Belteshazzar, let not the
dream, or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. Belteshazzar answered and said,
My lord, the dream be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation thereof to thine
enemies.

20 The tree that thou sawest, which grew, and was strong, whose height reached
unto the heaven, and the sight thereof to all the earth;

21 Whose leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof much, and in it was meat for all;
under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and upon whose branches the fowls of
the heaven had their habitation:

22 It is thou, O king, that art grown and become strong: for thy greatness is
grown, and reacheth unto heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth.

23 And whereas the king saw a watcher and an holy one coming down from
heaven, and saying, Hew the tree down, and destroy it; yet leave the stump of the
roots thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron and brass, in the tender grass of
the field; and let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the
beasts of the field till seven times pass over him;

24 This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the decree of the Most High,
which is come upon my lord the king:

25 That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts
of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee
with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know that
the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.

4:19-25 When Daniel foresaw the hideous human that the king would become, his reaction was
that of horror and he hesitated to tell what he knew. Finally, the prophet spoke. The tree, which
the king saw, was Nebuchadnezzar himself. It was strong, powerful, and extensive. However, the
tree was going to be cut down and destroyed. The destruction would not be complete for there
would be a stump of roots. Symbolically, Nebuchadnezzar was to be cut down. The king was too
proud of a man. He needed to be humbled. In grace, the king would not be destroyed but he
would be humiliated for he would act like a wild animal for seven year. In time, this general
mental sickness would be known as Lycanthropy, which is where the sufferer imagines himself
to be changed into an animal, and to a certain extent, acts like an animal. Nebuchadnezzar was
destined to act like an ox, and therefore suffer from boanthrapy.

26 And whereas they commanded to leave the stump of the tree roots; thy
kingdom shall be sure unto thee, after that thou shalt have known that the heavens
do rule.

4:26 The purpose for the loss of mental reasoning is that the king might learn that "the God of
heaven rules" (Dan. 4:26).
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27 Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto thee, and break off thy
sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by shewing mercy to the poor; if it may
be a lengthening of thy tranquility.

4:27 If Nebuchadnezzar were interested, there was a way to delay judgment. He could break off
his sins by being righteous. He could stop iniquity by showing mercy. In order for
Nebuchadnezzar to be righteous, he could give everyone what was right, and make amends for
the wrongs that had been done to his subjects, and between his subjects. The king had been cruel
by believing that might makes right. The king had been unjust to the Jews. He must break this off
by showing acts of mercy. Mercy could be shown by either setting the captives free or at least
making their bondage easier to endure. Matthew Henry says, "It is necessary, in repentance, that
we not only cease to do evil, but learn to do well, not only do no wrong, to any, but do good to
all."

28 All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar.

4:28 Unfortunately, Nebuchadnezzar would do none of these things. If Daniel was shocked at the
threat of a certain coming judgment, the king was not. It is the nature of the human heart to grow
so hard that it fears neither God nor man. Unbelief dulls the sensitivity of the soul. Until a person
faces the actual instruments of discipline, and is certain that the actual moment has arrived to
implement justice, there is no fear. The heart deceives itself and is allowed to continue in its
arrogance by the patience of a gracious God. For twelve months life continued as it was before
the dream of Nebuchadnezzar. For twelve long months the mighty ruler continued to rule his vast
empire with all the confidence of a conceited monarch.

29 At the end of twelve months he walked in the palace of the kingdom of
Babylon.

30 The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the
house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my
majesty?

31 While the word was in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from heaven,
saying, O king Nebuchadnezzar, to thee it is spoken; The kingdom is departed
from thee.

32 And they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts
of the field: they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and seven times shall pass
over thee, until thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and
giveth it to whomsoever he will.

33 The same hour was the thing fulfilled upon Nebuchadnezzar: and he was
driven from men, and did eat grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of
heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles' feathers, and his nails like birds'
claws.
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5. How does Matthew Henry evaluate the heart of Nebuchadnezzar in the end?

Answer.
"It would be nice, and charitable, to hope that free grace came to Nebuchadnezzar so that one
day we shall meet with him among the elect in heaven."

Personal Application and Reflection

1. Daniel 4:32 says, “the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever
he will.” Is it not safe to say that Satan lied to Jesus when he promised Him the kingdoms of
the world if Jesus would only worship him? Why or why not?

2. Has your heart ever been lifted up with pride to the point the Lord had to severely humble
you?

3. In the divine economy the principle seems to be established of grace preceding judgment.
Nebuchadnezzar had a chance to repent but did not. Do you have any insights into the great
attraction to evil and why people do not take advantage of the grace of God and repent?

4. Do you personally believe Nebuchadnezzar was converted? Why or why not?

5. Some men are born great. Some do something noble and become great. Some have greatness
thrust upon them. What is the most memorable deed you have done? Was it for the glory of
God? Was it done for self-interests? Was anyone blessed by your deed?

Hiding God’s Word in My Heart

Daniel 4:37 Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King of heaven, all whose
works are truth, and his ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.

Leader’s Supplemental Material

4:19 History is filled with examples of how God sets up rulers and suddenly removes them.
November 22, 1963, three shots are fixed from a lone sniper in the sixth floor of a building in
Dallas, Texas. Suddenly, the world is different. America is different. The mythical political
world of “Camelot” is dead and a new Great Society is created. The kingdom is taken from a
young man and given to an older man. The concept of Divine sovereignty should be a source of
great comfort to Christians because it answers the ultimate question of who is in charge. If men
were in charge of all things then there would be cause for alarm. If angels were in charge of the
world there would be cause for alarm. If no one was in charge and life was simply chaos, that
would certainly be reason for ultimate despair. The good news is that the Most High ruleth in the
kingdom of men. Setting aside all else, there is great comfort from this doctrine in a daily way.
In daily life, when things become challenging, it is very comforting to know that the Lord rules
in the affairs of men. Our personal safety, our individual security, our present existence, and our
future life are in His hands. We no longer need to fear what men may do to us or say about us.
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God is in control. He will rule in righteousness and in justice. It is a wonderful truth, rooted in
experience, enjoyed in time, to be embraced with all the heart. "The Most High ruleth in the
kingdom of men."

Practical Observations from Daniel 4

1. Though Daniel was a Jewish captive to a capricious king, he still honored the king (Dan.
4:19b). When Daniel knew what judgment was going to befall Nebuchadnezzar he did not
rejoice, though the discipline was well deserved.

2. Daniel told the truth. Standing for the truth had caused his friends to go through great
tribulation (Dan. 4:24). Daniel could have reinterpreted the dream. He could have given a
message of comfort, but he chose to tell the truth It is not easy for anyone to speak the truth,
especially in trying circumstances.

3. There is a wonderful principle in God's moral universe, that grace will precede judgment.
King Nebuchadnezzar will be warned before he is judged.

4. In the judgments of God, there is always a holy purpose. Some discipline is punitive. Other
discipline is for purifying the heart: God wants Nebuchadnezzar to know "that the heavens do
rule" (Dan. 4:26).

5. Despite the certainty of a coming judgment, God is merciful. If men and nations repent they
shall yet be spared, as Nineveh was spared (Jonah 3:10) and as the death of Hezekiah was
delayed (2 Kings 20:1-5).

6. When gospel repentance changes the heart, there is the desire to display righteousness and
mercy. In Scriptures, these two virtues are often united (cf. Isa. 11:4; Psa. 72:4; Isa. 41:2).

7. While salvation is not by good works they always accompany grace.

8. We will either hear the voice of God in grace, or we will hear the voice of God in judgment
as He says, "Depart from me, ye workers of iniquity."
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Introduction to Daniel 5

Belshazzar, Grandson of a
Converted Sovereign

It is very difficult to understand many passages in the Old Testament without being familiar with
ancient history. The fifth chapter of Daniel offers an excellent illustration of this fact for we are
suddenly introduced to a man named Belshazzar. Belshazzar was a descendant of
Nebuchadnezzar, one of the greatest kings of antiquity. Nebuchadnezzar died in the year 561 BC
He was succeeded in death by his son Evil- Merodach who was sympathetic to the plight of the
Jews.

It was Evil-Merodach who liberated Jehoiachin, king of Judah, from prison and fed him from his
own table (2 Kin. 25:27-30; Jer. 52:31-34). After a reign of only two years Evil-Merodach was
put to death by a conspiracy headed by Neriglissar, his brother-in-law. Neriglissar ascended the
throne and reigned for about four years before he was killed in battle in the year 556 BC. His son
and successor was Laborosoarchod, who was an imbecile. He was king for less than a year when
he was beaten to death and his throne seized by an usurper named Nabonidus (or Nabonnaid),
another son-in-law of Nebuchadnezzar because he married the widow of Neriglissar. Nabonidus
was destined to reign from 555 BC to the fall of Babylon in 538 BC

The problem with this secular chronology of history is that is seems to conflict with the biblical
chronology which states that it was Belshazzar who was ruling when Babylon fell. However,
there is no real conflict when it is understood that Belshazzar was the legitimate grandson of
Nebuchadnezzar (note Jer. 27:7) but the adopted son of Nabonidus (the usurper) and a co-ruler
with him. At the time of the events of Daniel chapter five, Belshazzar, as co-ruler, had been left
in charge of the city of Babylon while his "father" Nabonidus was away on a military expedition.
The foolishness of Belshazzar would bring about the destruction of the mightiest empire of the
day. In one night, Babylon would be conquered. In one night Almighty God would pass ultimate
judgment upon a drunken king. In one night Belshazzar would be weighed in the balance and be
found wanting (Daniel 5:27).

DANIEL 5

1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank
wine before the thousand.

2 Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and
silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which
was in Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines,
might drink therein.
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5:1-2 With a feeling of great security, Belshazzar decided to have a party. It would be a feast and
it would be given in a spirit of contempt and defiance. Before a thousand of his lords, Belshazzar
wanted to boast that he was not afraid of the circumstances that surrounded him. An army was
knocking at his gates but he pretended not to be afraid. The Great Impostor tried to fool his royal
audience with foolish acts of bravado conceived in the consumption of wine. When his reasoning
was dulled with drunkenness, Belshazzar began to reminisce, as drunkards like to do. He
remembered the glory days of old when his grandfather went forth and conquered other nations.
Nebuchadnezzar had conquered Judah and plundered the treasure of Jerusalem's holy temple.
"Would any one like to see the wealth grandfather got? It is here in the temple. Servants, go get
some of the holy vessels. We will pour wine into them and drink our fill."

3 Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the
house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and
his concubines, drank in them.

4 They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron,
of wood, and of stone.

5:3-4 The king's order was obeyed. The holy treasures were brought and the drunken brothel
continued. Toasts were made to the dreams of grandfather. "We will drink," said the king, "to the
gods of gold, silver, bras, iron, wood and stone. Here is to you and your visions grandfather!"

5 In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over against the
candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw the
part of the hand that wrote.

5:5 The crowd laughed. Belshazzar laughed. That is the king laughed until the moment his eyes
looked up by the candlesticks and he saw a movement. Could it be? It looks like the fingers of a
man's hands. The golden goblet of wine dropped from the kings hands. He pushed the laughing
prostitutes away from him to stare more closely at what he was seeing. There it is. It is the hand
of a man and it is writing upon the wall.

6 Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so
that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another.

5:6 Suddenly the king was shaken and scared. He was terrified to the point that his whole body
would not function. He knees literally shook so that they knocked together. After a few
moments, the king found enough strength to scream out, "Bring in the astrologers, the
Chaldeans and the soothsayers."

7 The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the
soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever
shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with
scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the
kingdom.
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17 Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and
give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make
known to him the interpretation.

5: 13-17 If Daniel could interpret the handwriting, there would be great personal rewards. But
Daniel did not need the rewards of the king nor did he want them. While riches and honor are
nice, they are deceiving and meaningless in the hour of ultimate judgment and in the day of
ultimate accountability. What is needed in life is an honest setting forth of what God will do, and
that Daniel could give to the king he stood before (Dan. 5:17-24).

18 O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a kingdom,
and majesty, and glory, and honour:

19 And for the majesty that he gave him, all people, nations, and languages,
trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew; and whom he would he
kept alive; and whom he would he set up; and whom he would he put down.

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was
deposed from his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him:

21 And he was driven from the sons of men; and his heart was made like the
beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed him with grass like oxen,
and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high God
ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will.

5: 18-21 In his response the old prophet provides a historical framework for what he will
eventually say. Daniel speaks of what God once gave Beltshazzar grandfather Nebuchadnezzar.
The Lord gave him (Dan. 5:18-19) a kingdom, majesty, glory, and honor. Wars ceased,
prosperity reigned, and palaces were built. But instead of being grateful and recognizing the
source of his greatness, Nebuchadnezzar became proud (Dan. 5:20) which led the Lord to take
from the king all that he valued. The Lord took his throne, his glory, his sanity, and his home
(Dan. 5:21) until Nebuchadnezzar KNEW that the most high God ruled in the kingdom of men,
and that he appointeth over it whomsoever He will.

22 And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou
knewest all this;

23 But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought
the vessels of his house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy
concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and
gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the
God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not
glorified:

24 Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written.
25 And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL,

UPHARSIN.
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5:30-31 While the drunken party members, led by Belshazzar, were celebrating and seeing
strange things, Cyrus had discovered a way to move his army into the city. Cyrus could not scale
the walls, nor tunnel through them, but he could drain the river Euphrates that flowed through the
city, and march his soldiers into the city on a dry riverbed. To this end, some say, he constructed
a large artificial lake, miles above the city, into which he drained the river. Others say, and it
seems the most likely, that he constructed a new channel for the river, far away and invisible
from the tops of the towers on top of the walls, and into this new channel he diverted the water of
the river above the city, so that the water that flowed through the city flowed away and left the
river bed through the city dry.

Having made all arrangement to carry out his plan, Cyrus waited for a suitable occasion. Hearing
of the feast that Belshazzar's soldiers would be off their guard, Cyrus divided his army into three
Divisions.

One Division was to divert the water of the river Euphrates, at the proper time, into the new
channel. The second Division was stationed where the river entered the city on the north. And
the third Division was stationed where the river left the city on the south.

The second and third Divisions were instructed to enter the channel of the river as soon as the
water was low enough, and march toward each other until they met in the center of the city
where the Palace was located.

The plan worked to perfection...The soldiers of Cyrus immediately took possession of the city,
stormed the city, stormed the Palace and slew the king.

That night's revelry cost Belshazzar his life, and the Fall of Babylon. As proof of the inspiration
of the Scriptures it is worthy to note that the Fall of Babylon was foretold, the manner of its
capture described, and the name of its captor given 175 years before the event took place. The
Prophecy is found in Isaiah 44:28-45:1-4 (The Book of Daniel, Clarence Larkin).
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DANIEL 6

1 It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom an hundred and twenty princes, which
should be over the whole kingdom;

2 And over these three presidents; of whom Daniel was first: that the princes
might give accounts unto them, and the king should have no damage.

3 Then this Daniel was preferred above the presidents and princes, because an
excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him over the whole realm.

4 Then the presidents and princes sought to find occasion against Daniel
concerning the kingdom; but they could find none occasion nor fault; forasmuch as
he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault found in him.

6:1-4 As might be expected, the other rulers of the land became jealous of the wise old prophet
who had power with God and power with man. In secret sessions they took counsel together how
they might discredit Daniel. The more they looked for something to criticize, the less they found.
Daniel was a genuine man of integrity. He was faithful and he was without fault. This does not
mean that Daniel was sinless. Only Jesus Christ is sinless. But over the years Daniel had grown
to be more and more like the Lord. When he was tempted, he was found faithful. Still, his
enemies would not let him alone. The very goodness of Daniel led other's to hate him, for it is
within the human heart to try to prove that no one is better than self. It is within the nature of the
fallen heart to hate it when others are right, especially on moral and ethical matters. The hunt is
on to find something in the character of the child of God that will bring disgrace. In politics this
attempt to discredit someone has been called "Blood Sport". In history, it is called "Revisionism."
In biblical scholarship it is called "demythologizing." In the church it is called "sharing." In
heaven it is called "sin."

5 Then said these men, We shall not find any occasion against this Daniel, except
we find it against him concerning the law of his God.

6:5 After looking at Daniel's personal life and finding no fault, after examining his public life in
the service of several kings and finding no fault, the rulers of the Medes and the Persians came to
the correct conclusion that their only hope was to find fault with his life of piety or religion.
Since they could find no fault with what Daniel did, they would find fault with what he would
not do.

6 Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said thus
unto him, King Darius, live forever.

7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the
counsellors, and the captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute,
and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man
for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions.

8 Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed,
according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not.
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With the Psalmist Daniel could sing, The joy of the Lord, is my strength. The exceeding
sinfulness of sin finds a worthy challenger in the exceeding greatness of the Lord Jesus Christ
who loved us and gave Himself for us that we might fear no one but God.

10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house;
and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his
knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did
aforetime.

6: 10 The fate of Daniel was fixed when King Darius signed the Law that no one could pray to
any god or ask a petition of any man for thirty days except the king upon penalty of death. Daniel
had to decide if he was to obey his God or man. Daniel was forced to choose between his
conscience and conveyance.

While most Christians face similar temptations, very few will face the same fate that awaited
Daniel if he chose to obey the Lord. I suspect that the Evil One might have come to whisper
thoughts of compromise into the Prophet's heart. "Daniel, the Law is foolish. But foolish Laws
have to be obeyed." Of course, that is not true. When a Law is not only foolish but also immoral,
then there is a holy responsibility not to obey. During the days of Nazi Germany, many Lutheran
pastors opposed the immoral Laws of the Third Reich. Among the Lutheran pastors was the great
theologian Dietrich Bonnhoffer. He was arrested and put into jail to await execution for his
crimes against the State.

One day Bonnhoffer was visited by a friend who greeted him with the breathless question,
"Dietrich, what are you doing in here?" The Lutheran pastor, responded, "My friend, what are
you doing out there?"

Following the Civil War here in the United States, the South found a way to keep the blacks in
their place, so called, with Jim Crow laws. For over a hundred years there was racial division
based in large part upon unjust laws. While many felt uncomfortable with laws of segregation,
they enforced them. But others did not, and engaged in Civil Disobedience. As a result, foolish
and wicked laws were overturned and society was challenged for the better.

When he knew that Daniel was willing to engage in Civil Disobedience, Satan might have
whispered another suggestion to God's Man. "Daniel, the decree is only for thirty days. That is
not too long a time. Why not just be silent and wait this situation out? Don't cause trouble,
Daniel, for yourself or for others."

There would have been a certain amount of logic to this suggestion. "Why stir up trouble?" But
that is just the point, isn't it? Who are the real troublemakers in the presence of sin? Who is it that
causes tense situations? Is it the righteous? No! All pressure situations, all hostile confrontations
come because of the sin that people do. Investigate any given situation and you will discover a
challenge to authority, an ugly spirit of discontent, a desire for power and control, a longing to be
in charge, a distorted point of view. In short, you will find sin.
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The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, gentleness, goodness, meekness, and self-control
against which there are no Laws. But the fruit of sin is always bitterness, destruction, hurt
feelings, wounded pride and the insatiable need to destroy someone else.

Who has caused this tense situation? Was it Daniel and his Jewish friends? Of course not! This
whole situation was conceived and executed by individuals whose hearts were full of jealousy
and hatred. Daniel is not the troublemaker because he withstands evil and will not keep silent. He
is in fact not only righteous but also courageous. I am sure that Daniel realized something else.
He understood that once holy habits are set-aside even for a short period, they are easily lost.
Anyone who has stopped reading the Bible for a few days, or stopped attending a service once
attended faithfully, knows how hard it is to be consistent again.

It is understandable. When holy habits are first set aside, Satan comes to give a sense of
liberation to the heart. It seems that a religious burden has been lifted, and it has. But upon
reflection, it will be seen that the burden was not a heavy burden for Jesus said, "My burdens are
light." The burden of faithfulness is exchanged for freedom, but freedom can become a heavy
burden when guided by sin. Just ask the Sweet Singer of Israel.

We read that one day David set aside his kingly duties and moved geographically out of the will
of the Lord. He had the freedom to walk on the palace rooftop and he did. There, he saw
someone who stirred his emotions. Sin ensnared his soul and Psalm 51 is the burden of a broken
heart caused by sin's concept of freedom. Daniel might easily have rationalized his way to accept
a temporary suspension of his holy habits but he was more afraid of sin than he was of the
schemes of sinners.

When word reached Daniel that the writing had been signed, the Bible says that he went into his
house. He went into the window of his residence where he could be seen publicly, and then he
prayed. Kneeling before the Lord, Daniel prayed and gave thanks before His God. While the
actions of Daniel were deliberate, they were not hypocritical. Daniel prayed this way often and
people knew it. He just continued to do what he had always done.

In the end, that is what we should all do. Let us do what we have always done. Let us just be
found faithful. God puts a high premium on faithfulness. Psalm 3:23 says, "The Lord preserveth
the faithful." Cal Ripcon made a name for himself in the world of baseball by faithfully showing
up for work year after year. Every Christian can make a name in heaven by simply being faithful
to Christ.

In John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress, the main character is named Christian. He is traveling to
the Celestial City. Along the way, the Lord gives him a traveling companion named Faithful.
One of the names of Jesus Christ is that He is Faithful.

The Lord promised that He would never leave nor forsake us. As Daniel was faithful to the Lord
despite the threat of pain and death, so the nobility of the land were faithful to their fallen nature.
The Devil too has his faithful servants. Jesus said of the Pharisees, "You are of your father the
Devil and the lust of your father you will do."
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14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself,
and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of
the sun to deliver him.

6:14 To his eternal credit, Darius did not believe the evil reports that he was hearing about
Daniel. He did not allow others to form his view about Daniel. In fact, as the situation
crystallized, Darius became angry with himself for allowing himself to be used by these court
jesters. Darius realized that it was the Noblemen who had no real respect for their king or the
king's Law. The Noblemen were using both for their own political and private agendas. And
nothing that Darius could do would move them from their course of action. Until the going down
of the sun Darius tried. But it was no use. The Noblemen insisted that the Law of the Medes and
the Persians be honored.

15 Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O
king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which
the king establisheth may be changed.

16 Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den
of lions. Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest
continually, he will deliver thee.

17 And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king
sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose
might not be changed concerning Daniel.

6:15-17 Finally, the king commanded that Daniel be brought and cast into the den of lions.
However, Darius had learned enough about the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob to offer
Daniel a personal word of encouragement and hope. Daniel, said the king, thy God whom thou
servest continually, he will deliver thee. This was really a remarkable statement for it manifests
great faith. Darius did not qualify his remarks. He did not say that the Lord God of Daniel might
deliver him. The statement was emphatic. "Thy God...will deliver thee."

How did Darius know this? Was it not because faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word
of God? Had not Darius heard the many wonderful things about the Lord God of Israel? Had he
not heard what Jehovah had done at creation, at the Red Sea, and at Mt. Sinai? Had Darius the
Mede not learned about the lives of men such as Abraham, Moses, David, and Solomon? Had
Darius not witnessed and profited from the great wisdom that the Lord had given to Daniel?
Would such a Living, Powerful God allow His most faithful servant to be destroyed by petty
men? In his heart Darius had come to a decision.

The God who could give dreams. The God who could make men go mad. The God who could
restore reason. The God who could make the hand of a man write on a wall. The God who could
cause a kingdom to fall in a night could easily deliver His own.
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Though Darius had tried to change the situation, he could not. But he could have faith that
Someone else could do what no mortal could do. Darius could believe that God would deliver.
There are times in life when we as Christians find ourselves unable to change a given situation.
We find that we cannot change people. We cannot change the circumstances. We find ourselves
helpless but not hopeless. What shall we do? In such trying times we can look up and say with
Darius, God...will deliver me. In that hour of life we shall known something about being with
Daniel in the lion's den.

18 Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither were
instruments of musick brought before him: and his sleep went from him.

6:18 Having given the royal command that Daniel be cast into a den of lions, the king returned to
his palace. But he was a troubled man. A great injustice had been done. An innocent man had
been set up to be hurt by false accusers.

Seven Characteristics of False Accusers

1. False accusers are shameless. They will take the righteousness of another person and use it to
their advantage.

2. False accusers are bold. Like their father the devil, they are as roaring lions seeking whom
they may devour.

3. False accusers are persuasive. The natural gifts of logic, oratory, and simplicity of thought
are used to advance unholy causes.

4. False accusers love conspiracy. There is the thrill of living on the edge of propriety just
beyond the law. Where the Law of God is not respected, individuals become a law unto
themselves.

5. False accusers are often successful. Reputations are ruined, possessions are acquired, power
is gained, the contest of the will is won. But the God in heaven has not finished. He too will
have something to say about every situation.

6. False accusers will not escape a just judgment in time or in eternity.

7. False accusers will cause others who are innocent to share their same sinful fate. Proverbs
11:8 says, "The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the wicked cometh in his stead."

It was only after they had tricked him and used him that Darius was able to realize the treachery
of the false accusers. They had led him to engage in unjust behavior. While his heart was filled
with tenderness toward Daniel, and demanded that the old prophet be saved, the Law demanded
to be enforced. We cannot help thinking of another Law and another Love that came into conflict
at the Cross of Calvary.
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6. If you have ever been accused of something falsely share that experience. Has it changed the
way you speak about others?

7. List five precious personal truths about God that are dear to your heart.

8. Do you tremble before God? Do you fear Him? What evidence is there that you fear God?

Hiding God’s Word in My Heart

Daniel 6:19 Then the king arose very early in the morning, and went in haste unto the den of
lions.20 And when he came to the den, he cried with a lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the
king spake and said to Daniel, O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou
servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions? 21 Then said Daniel unto the king, O
king, live-forever. 22 My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have
not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king,
have I done no hurt.

Leader’s Supplemental Material

6:1-5 From this portion of the biblical narrative we are reminded of several spiritual truths.

1. Sometimes great honors will come to God's servants. The Lord allowed Daniel to be
appointed Prime Minister of State in charge of the royal treasury and the great seal of
commerce. This is not normally the case. Usually, Christians are not recognized in time, but
the people of God do need heroes of the faith. We read in the book of Hebrews about Faith's
Hall of Fame, and are stimulated to good works.

2. Daniel was a great man. His greatness was derived, not from his position of secular honor,
but from his life of private prayer and fellowship with the Lord.

3. Despite his personal, spiritual greatness, Daniel had great enemies who were jealous of him.
He was from the old order and therefore suspicious. Some thought he could not be trusted.
Others believe he could not be faithful to Darius. Most just did not like his obvious goodness
grounded in faith.

4. The hostility towards Daniel was not rooted in reason, but in emotion. Reason was used to
channel the feelings of hatred and hostility, but emotion was driving the mental forces to
find fault.

5. The primary emotion was that of jealousy which is grounded in insecurity. The jealous
person has low self-esteem and is filled with many fears. Solomon observed that "for every
right work a man is envied for of his neighbor (Eccl. 4:4).
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Introduction to Daniel 7
A Panorama of History from Babylon to Rome

Daniel 7:1-8

Chronologically, chapter seven should be placed before chapters 5-6 for the events take place in
the first year of Belshazzar, king of Babylon, or about BC 541. However, the Holy Spirit wanted
to keep the prophetically division separate from the historical division. Daniel is about 85 years
of age when he had this vision. Sixty-two years had passed since Nebuchadnezzar dreamed of
the golden image. What Daniel once interpreted for the king, he shall now envision in a new
way.

An angel will explain his vision from heaven (Dan. 7:16). In the repetition of the dream of
Nebuchadnezzar's to Daniel, the difference between a divine understanding of history and a
human understanding is made plain. When men look at life they see gold, silver, and brass. They
see wealth, power, glory, and conquests. When God looks at the nations of the Earth, He see the
true beastly nature of humanity.

Men are like rapacious beasts reflected in the lion, which devours, the bear, which crushes, the
leopard, which springs to kill, and the hideous beast. It is instructive that the nations of the earth
today still choose to project themselves through beastly symbols such as the British lion, the
Russian bear, the American eagle, the Chinese dragon, the Persian ram, and the Macedonian
goat.

DANIEL 7

1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon Daniel had a dream and visions
of his head upon his bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the sum of the matters.

2 Daniel spake and said, I saw in my vision by night, and, behold, the four winds
of the heaven strove upon the great sea.

3 And four great beasts came up from the sea, diverse one from another.

7:1-3 As Daniel's dream began, he saw the four winds of heaven converging upon the Great Sea
which may refer to the Mediterranean Sea, or better, to just a great body of water. The four
winds speak of the powers of the air which reflects upon Satan and his great ability to influence
and shape the nations of the Earth as per Ephesians 6:12. According to Daniel, from sea the came
four beasts. They correspond to the four parts of the golden image seen by Nebuchadnezzar.

4 The first was like a lion, and had eagle's wings: I beheld till the wings thereof
were plucked, and it was lifted up from the earth, and made stand upon the feet as a
man, and a man's heart was given to it.
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7:4 The First Beast that Daniel saw emerge from the seething foam of the sea was like a lion
except that it had wings like those of an eagle. Daniel was familiar with the colossal figures of
lions with the wings of an eagle and the face of a man that adorned the palaces of Nineveh and
Babylon. This First Beast would naturally remind Daniel of the symbolism of the Babylonian
Empire and its first king Nebuchadnezzar, the Head of Gold of the Great Image on the plain. In
the Lion with Eagle Wings we discover a combination of the King of the Beasts and the King of
the Birds which suited the portrayal of the Absolute Monarchy enjoyed by Nebuchadnezzar over
the other nations of his day. As Daniel gazed upon the First Beast he observed that its wings
were plucked so that it was no longer fierce though still powerful. Historically, Nebuchadnezzar
became satisfied with his conquests and turned his attention from war to building palaces and
pursuing peace. His heart was changed from that of a beast to that of a man. This may allude to
the period when Nebuchadnezzar's sanity was returned to him and he gave up his beastly state
that had tormented him for seven years.

5 And behold another beast, a second, like to a bear, and it raised up itself on one
side, and it had three ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and they said
thus unto it, Arise, devour much flesh.

7:5 The Second Beast was like a bear. Like the lion, the bear is a very strong animal and is
noted for its voracity though it has none of the speed and agility and majesty of the lion. The bear
is awkward in its movements depending upon brute force and sheer strength. These were the
characteristics of the ancient Medo-Persian Empire. Its military victories were gained by
overwhelming the enemy with vast masses of troops. Xerxes defeated the smaller army of
Greece by opposing it with 2,500,000 men. The movement of enormous bodies of men devoured
much flesh. The side of the bear which raised up to attack was Persia which was the stronger and
more aggressive of the Dual Empire. It is reflected in the right shoulder and arm of the Great
Golden Image. The three ribs that the bear had in his mouth speaks of the three kingdoms of
Lydia, Babylon, and Egypt, that formed a Triple Alliance to oppose the Medo-Persian Empire
only to be destroyed by it.

6 After this I beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, which had upon the back of it
four wings of a fowl; the beast had also four heads; and dominion was given to it.

7:6 The Third Beast was like a leopard except that it had four heads and four wings. The
leopard is one of the most agile and graceful of the animal kingdom. Because it has a slight
frame, it can move swiftly. The leopard is a very fierce animal and serves as an excellent picture
of the rapid conquests of the Greeks under Alexander the Great. Unlike the Medes and the
Persians, Alexander did not depended upon mass mobilization of troops but upon small, well-
trained and well-equipped armies. In less than ten years he overthrew the awkward forces of
Persia and brought under his control the civilized world. The four wings of the leopard speak of
the rapid movements of Alexander while the four heads represent the four kingdoms into which
his empire was finally divided: Thrace, Macedonia, Syria, and Egypt. The beastly leopard
corresponds to the thigh parts of the Great Golden Image.
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He ascended to His Father and our Father and to His God and our God (John 20:17). In His
return to heaven, the Lord was welcomed.

The angels adored Him (Heb. 1:6) and the saints worshipped Him. Ten thousand times ten
thousands souls waited to minister to Him as He rules the affairs of the universe through His
kingdom. Concerning this glorious kingdom, Daniel sees that it is unlike the kingdoms of this
world for it is universal and it is everlasting.

No other kingdom can make this claim. Furthermore, the Kingdom of Christ is embodied in the
Church which means in part that, "The Church shall continue militant to the end of time, and
triumphant to the endless ages of eternity." --Matthew Henry

Alexander the Great

Alexander was the son of Philip, King of Macedon, and the beautiful Olympias, an Epirote
(Moslem) princess. He was born 356 BC Upon the death by assassination of his father Philip in
336 BC, Alexander took his army and began a rapid world conquest as predicted by Daniel the
prophet (Dan. 8:5-8).

1. Alexander led the Greek armies across the Hellespont into Asia Minor in 334 BC and
defeated the Persian forces at the river Granicus.

2. Moving rapidly (Dan. 8:5) he again met and defeated the Persians at Issus.

3. Turning south, Alexander moved down the coast of Syria, advancing on Egypt which
surrendered to him rather than fight.

4. Turning again to the east, Alexander met the armies of Darius the Mede for the last time and
defeated them in The Battle of Arbela, East of the Tigris River.

5. He then occupied Babylon, then Susa, and Persepolis, the capitals of Persia.

6. Alexander spent the next few years consolidating his empire, and Hellenizing Asia through
the establishment of Greek cities in the Eastern Empire.

7. He marched his armies’ eastward as far as India where they won a great battle at the
Hydaspes River.

8. After this, the army revolted and Alexander was forced to return to Persepolis.

9. While making plans for more conquests, Alexander contracted a fever. He died in Babylon in
323 BC, at the age of 32. His empire was then divided up among four of his generals.

15 I Daniel was grieved in my spirit in the midst of my body, and the visions of
my head troubled me.
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16 I came near unto one of them that stood by, and asked him the truth of all this.
So he told me, and made me know the interpretation of the things.

17 These great beasts, which are four, are four kings, which shall arise out of the
earth.

18 But the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the
kingdom forever, even forever and ever.

7:15-18 In Daniel 7, the prophet has seen many angels in his life. During a vision, Daniel does
not hesitate to address one of them to explain to him what was the meaning of the images he has
seen. "So he told me, and made me know [understand] the interpretation of the things" (Dan.
7:16). Responding to Daniel, the angel revealed two simple spiritual truths.

1. The four beasts, which Daniel saw in his vision, are four kings, which shall arise out of the
earth (Dan. 7:7) possessing beastly natures.

2. Despite the ferocious nature of the kings and their kingdoms, the saints of the Most High
shall enjoy their own kingdom of which there shall be no end (Dan. 7:18). When all is said
and done, these two guiding points do summarize what the saints in every generation need to
remember.

3. The kingdoms of this world will hurt the saints and the kingdom of heaven.

4. The kingdoms of this world will pass away while the kingdom of heaven will last forever.

In light of this, the objective for spiritual minded people is to possess the kingdom of God. How
is this possible? How does one possess the kingdom that will last forever and ever?

First, it must be realized that the kingdom of God is a spiritual kingdom. It is not made of flesh
and blood, bricks and mortars, but is within the heart.

Second, the kingdom of God is a present reality. It does exist right now.

Third, entrance into God's kingdom is based upon gospel repentance.

Fourth, the citizens of this kingdom are obligated to honor its Sovereign, king Jesus and to obey
His laws as set forth in the Sermon on the Mount and in the general epistles. If the church does
not give much thought to possessing the kingdom of God, it should.

19 Then I would know the truth of the fourth beast, which was diverse from all
the others, exceeding dreadful, whose teeth were of iron, and his nails of brass;
which devoured, brake in pieces, and stamped the residue with his feet;

20 And of the ten horns that were in his head, and of the other which came up,
and before whom three fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake
very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows.

21 I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against
them;
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22 Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the
most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom.

7: 19-22 While Daniel considered the concept of the saints taking the kingdom, his mind went
back to the Fourth Beast of his vision, the Beast that was so hideous, it defied description. Daniel
remembered how different it was (Dan. 7:19); how dreadful it was (Dan. 7:17); how an eleventh
hour appeared which made war with the saints, and prevailed against them until the Ancient of
Days came (Dan. 7:20).

It is true that the kingdom of God seems to be at the mercy of the kingdom of this world.
Because of this, the kingdom of this world persecutes the saints. Historically, and currently, the
church is in a struggle with the kingdom of this world.

Historically, when the saints have lived out the ethics of their beliefs, the Evil One has
manifested himself by speaking great words against the Most High and wearing out the saints
(Dan. 7:25). But the good news is that in the end, the saints shall emerge victorious (Dan. 9:26-
27). Evangelist William Finnegan likes to say that he has read the last chapter of the Bible and
discovered that the church wins.

Despite the certainty of the victory, Daniel confesses that his thoughts still troubled him, but he
kept the matter in his heart (Dan. 7:28). It is not hard to appreciate the concern that Daniel faced,
for one of the great mysteries of life is the problem of evil in and of itself. Why must there be a
world of fallen humanity? Why must there be a world full of sin? Why must humans hurt each
other? Why must there be a devil?

Why must there be an angelic conflict? Why must there be a Calvary?

Why must the pathway to heaven be through the valley of the shadow of death?

Over the years theologians have wrestled with the problem of evil. How sin entered the moral
universe has not been revealed. That it is here is obvious. The problem of evil may trouble us as
it did Daniel, and we may have to keep this whole matter in our hearts. But we are not left
hopeless. Spiritual victory belongs to the saints.

The Most High God will triumph. And all that love Him shall serve Him and obey Him in an
everlasting kingdom. With that in mind, we face the future of a better tomorrow and a glorious
forever.

23 Thus he said, The fourth beast shall be the fourth kingdom upon earth, which
shall be diverse from all kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall
tread it down, and break it in pieces.

24 And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise: and
another shall rise after them; and he shall be diverse from the first, and he shall
subdue three kings.





90

4. Because of what has happened, our hearts should anticipate the Second Coming of Christ
when the saints shall judge the world and sit down with Jesus on his throne in triumph over
the downfall of the devil's kingdom. When the Communist powers in Europe fell, there was
great rejoicing in the world. Such triumph of good over evil will be manifested in a greater
way when Satan’s entire stronghold is destroyed. All of Christ's enemies shall be made His
footstool: Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Communism, and Secular Humanism.

5. The Church should always keep in mind that the saints will judge the world. Faith and
obedience will condemn all unbelief and disobedience (Matthew 19:28).

Though the church is weak, frail, and divided, it shall one day be strong, vigorous, and united.
Light, holiness, and love, will replace darkness, defilement, and lust. The saints shall possess the
kingdom forever and ever. "Because I live, you shall live also." (John 14:19).
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Introduction to Daniel 8
A Witness and a Guide

Daniel 8:1-14

The contents of this chapter addresses only the prophetic events that were to be fulfilled in the
Media-Persia and Greek empires following the decline of Babylon. The writing returns to the
Hebrew text from the Chaldean of chapters 2-7 so that the Jews might know what the future was
to hold. Two truths are set before the Israelites: the future would bring great political and
personal trouble for the Jews, but the days of great tribulation were numbered. These two truths
were part of the vision which Daniel saw. The Vision of the Ram and He Goat (Dan. 8:1-14).
The Little Horn was given victory against the people of God. According to the Angelic
interpretation the Ram signifies the Media-Persian Empire

DANIEL 8

1 In the third year of the reign of king Belshazzar a vision appeared unto me,
even unto me Daniel, after that which appeared unto me at the first.

2 And I saw in a vision; and it came to pass, when I saw, that I was at Shushan in
the palace, which is in the province of Elam; and I saw in a vision, and I was by the
river of Ulai.

8:1-2 This vision which Daniel had took place in the third year of the reign of Belshazzar (c. 553
BC) which proved to be his last year. Chronologically, this vision takes place before chapter 5. It
reminded Daniel of a former vision which appeared in the first year of the reign of Belshazzar (c.
555 BC). The scene of this vision was at Shushan, the palace, one of the royal cities of Persia.
Daniel was not in Shushan in person for he was still in Babylon. "The soul may be at liberty
when the body is in captivity" (Matthew Henry).

3 Then I lifted up mine eyes, and saw, and, behold, there stood before the river a
ram which had two horns: and the two horns were high; but one was higher than
the other, and the higher came up last.

8:3 Daniel saw a ram with two large horns. One horn was higher than the other was. The two
horns foretold the empires of the Medes and the Persians. The kingdom of Persia rose last but
higher under the leadership of Cyrus the Great. Daniel saw the ram pushing all round. It pushed:
westward, towards Babylon, Syria, Greece and Asia; northward, towards the Lydians,
Armenians, and Scythians; southward, towards Arabia, Ethiopia, and Egypt. In time, the ram,
normally an animal preyed upon, became so formidable that the other beasts could not stand
before him nor escape his sphere of influence if attacked by him.

4 I saw the ram pushing westward, and northward, and southward; so that no
beasts might stand before him, neither was there any that could deliver out of his
hand; but he did according to his will, and became great.
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8:4 This Ram-King thought himself to be great because he did whatsoever ever he wanted to.
However, true greatness is to do good to others.

5 And as I was considering, behold, an he goat came from the west on the face of
the whole earth, and touched not the ground: and the goat had a notable horn
between his eyes.

8:5 Finally, the Ram-King was overcome by a He Goat-King, which was Alexander the Great,
the son of Philip of Macedonia. Alexander, as predicted came from the west, from Greece. He
came "on the face of the earth" which means that he conquered his known world and then he sat
down to weep because there were no more worlds to be conquered. Perhaps it was he whom
Jesus had in mind when the Lord said, "What shall it profit a man if he gain the whole world and
lose his own soul"

8: 5 touched not the ground. The He Goat-King "touched not the ground." He seemed to have
the ability to fly. It was speed, which characterized the movement of Alexander and his army.
With a small force of only 30,000 men and 5,000 horses, Alexander crushed the larger armies of
his enemies and their empires fell to him.

8:5 As Daniel continued to look at the He Goat-King, he noticed that a prominent horn grew
between the eyes, like a unicorn. The horn speaks of great power. With great power and fury the
He Goat King moved against the Ram-King, which again is a foretelling of how Alexander
would move against the Media-Persian Empire which he did at age 26. Darius Codomanus, the
emperor of Persia was killed. He was cast down. The He Goat King stamped upon him.

6 And he came to the ram that had two horns, which I had seen standing before
the river, and ran unto him in the fury of his power.

7 And I saw him come close unto the ram, and he was moved with choler against
him, and smote the ram, and brake his two horns: and there was no power in the
ram to stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground, and stamped upon
him: and there was none that could deliver the ram out of his hand.

8:9 This threefold biblical expression may reflect the three famous victories of Alexander over
Darius at Granicus, the Battle of Issus, and the Battle of Arbela where 60,000 men were killed.
In six short years Alexander made himself master so that he could be considered a notable horn.

8 Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and when he was strong, the great horn
was broken; and for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds of heaven.
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8:8 However, in the height of his great power, the He Goat King was broken, as Daniel foresaw.
Historically, that is exactly what happened. At age 33, Alexander died suddenly. He did not die
honorably on the field of battle as would befit a soldier. Alexander died in a drunken stupor. He
left no child but only a memory of worldly pomp and illicit power and unhappiness. His
kingdom was divided into four parts ruled by "noble" personages or four notable generals: one
took Syria in the East; another took Egypt in the South. Asia in the north was ruled by a third
general while Greece in the west went to the fourth.

9 And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great,
toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land.

8:9 As the He-goat speaks of the Grecian Empire so the Little Horn represents a Greek king that
will set himself against the Jews such as Antiochus Epiphanes (Dan. 8:15-27).

10 And it waxed great, even to the host of heaven; and it cast down some of the
host and of the stars to the ground, and stamped upon them.

11 Yea, he magnified himself even to the prince of the host, and by him the daily
sacrifice was taken away, and the place of his sanctuary was cast down.

12 And an host was given him against the daily sacrifice by reason of
transgression, and it cast down the truth to the ground; and it practiced, and
prospered.

In Daniel's vision, from the midst of the four noble personages arose a Little Horn which history
knows as Antiochus Epiphanes or Antiochus the Illustrious. At first, Antiochus was a Little Horn
in that he was unknown. Once, he had been a hostage and a prisoner of Rome. Making his escape
from captivity, Antiochus rose to leadership position in the army. He made a successful
campaign against Egypt in the South and then Persia and Armenia in the East as Daniel had
foretold (Dan. 8:9). What is of particular importance is not his military victories against warring
nations but his hostility against the Jews (Dan. 8:9). He attacked the "pleasant land" [Palestine]
to hurt "the host of heaven."

Some, like Eleazar and his seven brethren, Antiochus tortured and killed because they would not
eat pig (2 Macc 6:7). Others, such as the High Priest Onias, were stripped of their dignity.
Antiochus magnified himself like Pharaoh of old who asked in contempt, "Who is the Lord?"
"But remember, those who persecute the people of God persecute God Himself" (M. Henry). In
addition to the torturing of the innocent and the humiliation of the holy ones of Israel, Antiochus
took away the daily sacrifices. The morning and the evening lambs which God had appointed to
be offered every day upon His altar were restrained. These sacrifices spoke of constant
fellowship with the Lord through the shedding of blood. There was the daily delight of the Jews.
Now the sacrifices were made to cease. Antiochus also cast down the place of his sanctuary. He
did not burn and demolish the Temple but he did profane it by setting up the image of Jupiter
Olympius in it and offering pig's blood upon the altar. In his evil ways Antiochus did
prosper...for 2,300 days [6 years 3 months 18 days]. Concerning this reign of spiritual terror and
political perversion several things must be remembered.
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17 So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon
my face: but he said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end
shall be the vision.

18 Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep sleep on my face toward the
ground: but he touched me, and set me upright.

19 And he said, Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the
indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be.

20 The ram which thou sawest having two horns are the kings of Media and
Persia.

21 And the rough goat is the king of Grecia: and the great horn that is between
his eyes is the first king.

22 Now that being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four kingdoms shall
stand up out of the nation, but not in his power.

23 And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the
full, a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand
up.

24 And his power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy
wonderfully, and shall prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the
holy people.

25 And through his policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he
shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also
stand up against the Prince of princes; but he shall be broken without hand.

26 And the vision of the evening and the morning which was told is true:
wherefore shut thou up the vision; for it shall be for many days.

27 And I Daniel fainted, and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did
the king's business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it.

8:15-27 One of the foundational principles of biblical interpretation is to let the Bible interpret
itself and when it does, believe what is written. Much harm has come to the Church of Jesus
Christ because men who know better consistently violate this simple rule. In Daniel 8:15-27 the
Lord sends His Archangel Gabriel to interpret the vision that has been given to Daniel. The
interpretation is plain.

1. The ram which Daniel saw having two horns are the kings of the Media-Persia Empire (Dan.
8:20).

2. The rough goat is the king of Greece and Alexander in particular represented by the horn that
is between the goat's eyes (Dan. 8:21).

3. Following the death of Alexander, his one empire became four (Dan. 8:22).

4. The lesser kingdoms would not stand, for in the latter time of their existence, a ruthless ruler
would arise. Since he is opposed to the Lord and to His anointed, he is worthy of being called
Anti-Christ. Historically, the Anti-Christ, known to history as Antiochus-Epiphanes IV (175-
163 B.C), which Daniel saw was to come had distinct characteristics.
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Ten Attributes of an Ancient
Anti-Christ

Daniel 8

1. If Antiochus-Epiphanes IV (175-163 B.C) was the anti-Christ of prophecy, then he was to be
a king of fierce countenance (Dan. 8:23), and he was. Antiochus was insolent, furious, and
fearless of God or man.

2. He was a king who could understand dark sentences (Dan. 8:23), which means he was versed
in the hidden things of dishonesty. He was a master of deceit.

3. Antiochus was to have unusual power, but from a source beyond his natural abilities (Dan.
8:24).

4. He was ruthless in conquest so he prospered and practiced evil (Dan. 8:24).

5. Antiochus was to destroy the mighty and the holy people [the saints] (Dan. 8:24).

6. He was a king who could bring about victory through "craft" which means he was "wise to
do evil" through political intrigue (Dan. 8:25).

7. Pride was to fill his heart (Dan. 8:25).

8. Through his political platform of peace and prosperity, Antiochus was to destroy many (Dan.
8:25).

9. He was to be opposed to the Prince of peace (Dan. 8:25).

10. In the end, the king was to be destroyed (Dan. 8:25). Antiochus did die a violent death. The
description of his illness reads much like a description of the ebola virus.
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Leader’s Study Guide

Questions and Answers on Daniel 8

1. Describe the general content of Daniel 8.

Answer.
The contents of this chapter address only the prophetic events that were to be fulfilled in the
Media-Persia and Greek empires following the decline of Babylon.

2. Who was the greatest leader of the Persian empire?

Answer.
History calls the greatest leader of the Persian Empire Cyrus the Great.

3. Who is the “Little Horn” of Daniel’s vision?

Answer.
In Daniel's vision, from the midst of the four noble personages arose a Little Horn which history
knows as Antiochus Epiphanes.

4. When is a ministry destroyed?

Answer.
When a ministry is destroyed, it is usually because there is sin in the sanctuary that has not been
dealt with by the spiritual leadership, or the spiritual leadership has been rejected.

5. What did Matthew Henry say about the cleansing of the church?

Answer.
Matthew Henry reminds us that, "Though the righteous God may, for the correction of His
people, suffer His sanctuary to be profaned for a while, yet the jealous God will, for His own
glory, see to the cleansing of it in due time.

Personal Application and Reflection

1. Have you ever fainted under spiritual stress as Daniel (Dan. 8:27)? Why?

2. Saints speak often one to another about spiritual matters (Dan. 8:13). Do you enjoy holy
conversations about the Lord? Why or why not?

3. Do you think the glory and honor given to Alexander is justified? Why are men of extreme
passions and violence given the title “great” by the world?
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4. Why are so many Christians fascinated with the concept of a coming anti-Christ whom they
believe is going to rule the world for seven years? Is there any biblical evidence for this?

5. Since 1989 and the collapse of the “Evil Empire”, the Soviet Union, many new democratic
nations have emerged. Why then do so many Christians believe in a coming one-world
government?

Hiding God’s Word in My Heart

Daniel 8:23 And in the latter time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are come to the full,
a king of fierce countenance, and understanding dark sentences, shall stand up. 24 And his
power shall be mighty, but not by his own power: and he shall destroy wonderfully, and shall
prosper, and practise, and shall destroy the mighty and the holy people. 25 And through his
policy also he shall cause craft to prosper in his hand; and he shall magnify himself in his heart,
and by peace shall destroy many: he shall also stand up against the Prince of princes; but he
shall be broken without hand.

Leader’s Supplemental Material

8:1 Shushan was located on the banks of the river Ulai that surrounded the city.
Shushan was in the province [district] called Elam, a part of Persia, which lay next to Babylon.

The Biblical Prophecies of Daniel
A Historical Chronology

As a youth Daniel had been taken to Babylon by 604 BC He remained there until his death
many years later as an older man in his eighties. The world was constantly changing during
these years just as Daniel foresaw. Though Babylon had conquered Jerusalem in 586 BC, this
great empire suddenly fell in 539 BC to the Persians.

The Persian Empire

1. The Persian Empire conquered Babylon 539 BC under the leadership of Cyrus The Great.
He died nine years later in 530 BC

2. Cambyses, who ruled the Persian Empire from 530-522 BC, conquered Egypt 525 BC Three
years later he died.

3. Then came Darius I (The Great) who ruled the Persian Empire from 522-486 BC. After he
was defeated by the Greeks at the Battle of Marathon in 490 BC, he returned home.

4. Upon his death four years later, Ahasuerus rose to power and ruled the Persian Empire from
486-465 BC He too campaigned against Greece, but was defeated at the Battle of Salamis in
480 BC Fifteen years after that Battle he died and the empire went to Artaxerxes I.

5. Artaxerxes I ruled the Persians from 465-424 BC.
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3. Daniel had a glimpse of the coming glorious Christ, for he says, "there stood before me as
the appearance of a man" (Dan. 8:15). Who else could this be but Christ, for who would
have the authority to command the angel Gabriel?

4. Daniel was exhausted by spiritual revelations (Dan. 8:18). Heart work can be very
exhausting. The angel gently touched him and the prophet revived (cf. Rev. 1:17).

5. Daniel was told that there is an appointed end to periods of pain and suffering. God knows
the beginning and end of these seasons of sorrow (Dan. 8:19).

6. When the Lord so wills, he can change the heart of any world conqueror to protect and not
persecute his people. One example is that of Alexander. The conquest of Alexander was told
over two hundred years prior to his existence. The mighty monarch acted according to
promise. When Alexander drew near to Jerusalem, Jaddas the high priest met him. Upon
seeing the high priest, Alexander fell at his feet and prostrated himself before that God whose
name was written on the golden plate of the priestly miter. Alexander said that there had
appeared to him in Macedonia, a man just like Jaddas, who assured him of success in his
conquest. Alexander believed he was the fulfillment of biblical prophecy, and so he protected
and spared the Jews.

7. In obedience to the will of God, Daniel kept the secrets of the vision to himself (Dan. 8:27).
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Introduction to Daniel 9
The Prophet’s Prayer

Daniel 9:1-19

The proper study of this chapter should begin with two questions.

First, "Why was Israel allowed by God to be placed into Babylonian exile?"

Second, "Why did the Exile last only seventy years?" The human response to these inquires is
that the world was filled with powerful, egotistical rulers, who wanted to expand their various
empires. Humanity has always been plagued with the Nimrod's, Nero's, Hitler's, and Sadam
Hussein's of this world. Every generation has them, and the ancient world of the sixth century
was no exception.

The Divine answer concerning Israel's history is discovered in 2 Chronicles 36:21. According to
the Word of God, Israel was sent into exile because the nation had neglected a portion of her
covenant agreement, which was to let the land rest every seventh year (Lev. 25:4,5). For 490
years God allowed His Law to be violated. Then, the Lord "collected" the time owed Him of
seventy years. Now the debt was paid in full in the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus (c.
539 BC). Darius the Mede, as he is better known, may be identified with Gobryas (Gubaru), the
governor of Babylon under Cyrus. He succeeded Belshazzar (Dan. 5:30, 31). Daniel discovered
this truth through a personal study of another prophet named Jeremiah (25:11; 29:10). Once he
understood that the time of Divine judgment was over and that it was time for the Jews to return
home, Daniel began to pray.

DANIEL 9

1 In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes,
which was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans;

2 In the first year of his reign I Daniel understood by books the number of the
years, whereof the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would
accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem.

3 And I set my face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and supplications, with
fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes:

4 And I prayed unto the LORD my God, and made my confession, and said, O
Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that
love him, and to them that keep his commandments;

5 We have sinned, and have committed iniquity, and have done wickedly, and
have rebelled, even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments:

6 Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets, which spake in thy
name to our kings, our princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land.

7 O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto thee, but unto us confusion of faces, as at
this day; to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and unto all
Israel, that are near, and that are far off, through all the countries whither thou hast
driven them, because of their trespass that they have trespassed against thee.
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8 O Lord, to us belongeth confusion of face, to our kings, to our princes, and to
our fathers, because we have sinned against thee.

9 To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses, though we have
rebelled against him;

10 Neither have we obeyed the voice of the LORD our God, to walk in his laws,
which he set before us by his servants the prophets.

11 Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might
not obey thy voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the oath that is
written in the law of Moses the servant of God, because we have sinned against
him.

12 And he hath confirmed his words, which he spake against us, and against our
judges that judged us, by bringing upon us a great evil: for under the whole heaven
hath not been done as hath been done upon Jerusalem.

13 As it is written in the law of Moses, all this evil is come upon us: yet made we
not our prayer before the LORD our God, that we might turn from our iniquities,
and understand thy truth.

14 Therefore hath the LORD watched upon the evil, and brought it upon us: for
the LORD our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed not
his voice.

15 And now, O Lord our God, that hast brought thy people forth out of the land
of Egypt with a mighty hand, and hast gotten thee renown, as at this day; we have
sinned, we have done wickedly.

16 O Lord, according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger and
thy fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because for
our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people are become
a reproach to all that are about us.

17 Now therefore, O our God, hear the prayer of thy servant, and his
supplications, and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for
the Lord's sake.

18 O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our
desolations, and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our
supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies.

19 O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine
own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.
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Fifteen Principles of Prayer

1. Prayer is to be made to God who is to be feared and trusted (Dan 9: 4).

2. Prayer involves confession of specific sins (Dan. 9:4,5-6,10-11). Some of the sins that Daniel
confessed included: rebellion and neglect of the prophets who had been maligned, mocked
and murdered (2 Chron. 36:16) Confession must be the language of our own conviction. The
exceeding sinfulness of sin must be realized.

3. Prayer includes praise (Dan. 9:4).

4. Prayer is based upon a covenant relationship (Dan. 9:4).

5. Prayer acknowledges the justice of God (Dan. 9:7-8).

6. Prayer appeals to the Divine attributes (Dan. 9:9) of mercy and forgiveness.

7. Prayer reminds God of the desperation of a given situation (Dan. 9:12).

8. Prayer remembers Scripture (Dan. 9:12).

9. Prayer perceives the hardness of the heart (Dan. 9:13).

10. In prayer it is remembered that there is a consequence to sin (Dan. 9:14).

11. In the act of prayer hope is found for Divine Deliverance (Dan. 9:15).

12. Prayer pleads for grace (9:16) and reminds God of His honor before others (Dan. 9:16b).

13. Prayer longs for peace so that face-to-face fellowship can be restored (Dan. 9:17).

14. True prayer is characterized by passion (Dan. 9:18-19).

20 And whiles I was speaking, and praying, and confessing my sin and the sin of
my people Israel, and presenting my supplication before the LORD my God for the
holy mountain of my God;

21 Yea, whiles I was speaking in prayer, even the man Gabriel, whom I had seen
in the vision at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly, touched me about the
time of the evening oblation.

22 And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come
forth to give thee skill and understanding.

23 At the beginning of thy supplications the commandment came forth, and I am
come to shew thee; for thou art greatly beloved: therefore understand the matter,
and consider the vision.
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The Greatest Prophecy Ever Fulfilled: Daniel 9:24-27

In order to appreciate prophecy, it must be kept in mind that the prophets did not express their
own personal views. The bible states plainly that the prophets told what God the Holy Spirit
instructed them to tell. "For the prophecy came not in old time by will of man, but holy men of
God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost" (2 Peter 1:21).

All the prophecies concerning Christ were fulfilled (Luke 24:44), including those given by
Daniel. In Daniel's vision of seventy weeks, the weeks stand for years, to total four hundred and
ninety (490) years. The first sixty-nine (69) weeks measure a period of four hundred and eighty
three (483) years, followed by the seventieth (70th) week of year or seven (7) years, for a total of
four hundred and ninety (490) years.

Since the first sixty-nine (69) weeks were literally fulfilled by the return of the Jews from
Babylon to Israel to rebuild the city of Jerusalem, there is no compelling reason to believe that
the final week is not also fulfilled, and that it naturally followed the 69th week in chronological
order.

There is no time gap indicated in the Scriptural narrative. There is a theory that a time gap exists.
(A theory, according to Webster's dictionary, is an unproven assumption, or a hypothesis
accepted for the sake of argument). It has been suggested that a "Prophetic Time Clock" stopped
at the end of the sixty-ninth (69th) week of years or after 483 years. The purpose of this time
stoppage, according to the theory, is so that national Israel can, in the future, experience the
seventieth (70th) week in the form of a great tribulation.

It is argued that one day Israel (and the whole world) shall suffer for seven (7) years while being
deceived by the Anti-Christ who will lead the world into the greatest battle of human history
called Armageddon. Of course none of these events are mentioned in the text.

The basic question of concern is this: "Did the 70th week follow the 69th week?" If the seventieth
(70th) week did follow the sixty-ninth (69th) week, then the "Postponement Theory", and the
"Prophetic Clock" concept, and all the rest, can be exchanged for the simplicity of the Word of
God, which lives and abides forever. It is significant to note that Christendom did not know these
theories until the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. In contrast to these recently developed
spectacular theories, is God's specific ancient wording to Daniel which was that "seventy weeks
are determined." This divine decree, in context, does not allow the separation of one week from
the initial sixty-nine (69) weeks by a long period of time.

A comparison of this passage can be made with other time passages in scripture. For example,
when the prophecy of Christ was made that He was to be buried and rise again on the third day,
there was no other day that the Lord could have risen and still fulfilled prophecy. When Joseph
prophesied of seven fat years followed by seven years of famine, there was no indeterminate
time between fulfillments. When Jeremiah prophesied of seventy years captivity in Babylon, it
all happened on schedule, with one year following the next for seventy years. The seventieth
year did not find fulfillment hundreds of years later. God keeps His appointments on schedule. A
break or long postponement in prophecy does not make a fulfillment possible.
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Deuteronomy 18:22 says, When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow
not [no postponement permitted] nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not
spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously, thou shalt not be afraid of him. Jesus
Himself said that the scriptures cannot be broken (John 10:35).

A careful examination of Daniel 9:24-27 reveals that the prophet wrote about the consummation
of Jewry, not its exaltation and eventual restoration.

To be specific, Daniel was told of many things that would happen to the Jews and to the Holy
City following the Babylonian Captivity. It was decreed that Jerusalem was to be restored (9:25)
"for the street shall be built again, and the wall even in troublous times." The account of this
work of rebuilding Jerusalem is given in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah.

Following the seventy years of Babylonian Captivity, God was determined to restore Israel back
to her land for at least four hundred and ninety more years as reflected in the prophecy (9:24).
The weeks of years principle can be found in other passages such as Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel
4:4-6.

In that four hundred and ninety years period several things would happen in the history of
national Israel. Some would be good, some would be bad.

First, it was determined that Israel "would finish the transgression." The transgression of
Israel had for a long time been the focus of the messages from God's prophets. It was for their
transgressions that the Jews had gone into captivity in 721 BC under the Assyrians and then in
586 BC under the Babylonians. It was for their transgressions that the land of Palestine had been
made desolation for seventy years. Daniel himself had confessed this by saying: "Yea, all have
transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they might not obey thy voice; therefore, the curse
is poured upon us."

As sad as this was the angel Gabriel revealed to Daniel the distressing news that as badly as
Israel had behaved in the past, she would yet sin again to an even greater extent. Yes, Israel
would be restored to her land following the seventy years in Babylon. Yes, the Holy Temple
would be rebuilt. Yes, the wall of the holy city Jerusalem would be made secure once more, but
only so that the full measure of Israel's transgression might be made complete, for it was to be
the fate of the nation that the Messiah would come, only to be killed by a mindless Jewish mob.

Turning to the New Testament, we read that the Messiah did come to Israel. Jesus knew what
Daniel had said, and the other prophets. After bringing a railing accusation against the Jewish
leaders the Lord said, Fill ye up the measure of your fathers... that upon you may come all the
righteous blood shed upon the earth (Matthew 23:32-35).

With these words Jesus declared that the hour had come in His day for Israel to "finish the
transgression" of rejecting all the words of warning, all of the prophets, all the means of grace,
even to that which was offered by the Messiah. There would be a terrible price to pay by Israel
for the transgression. Jesus predicted an awful doom upon the beloved city and its people. Verily
I say unto you, all these things shall come upon THIS generation (Matthew 23:36).
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Again, the Lord said, Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. When the transgression of the
Jewish nation was finished as predicted by Daniel, then was brought to pass the words spoken by
Peter on the day of Pentecost concerning Christ. Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain (Acts
2:33).

Paul confirms that the crucifixion of Christ was the crowning sin of Israel (1 Thessalonians 2:15-
16) adding that the wrath of God would come upon Israel to the uttermost. The wrath of God did
come. The year was AD 70. Jerusalem was destroyed. The Holy Temple was laid waste. The
blood sacrifices were made to cease and the Jewish people were scattered to the nations of the
earth.

Israel had broken her covenant vow. Israel had tried to kill her Husband. Israel had committed
spiritual fornication. Finally, the transgression completed, the Lord gave the true kingdom
covenant blessing to a nation bringing forth the fruits of Christ (Matthew 21:43) which 1 Peter
2:9 declares to be the true Israel of God, the CHURCH of the living God. But ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the
praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

Second, returning to Daniel 9:24 the prophecy says again, “Seventy weeks are determined
upon thy people and upon thy holy city...to make an end of sins.” The things that happened in
Israel during the four hundred and ninety (490) year period brought an end to sins. How was this
possible? The answer is the Cross. The wrath of man manifested against Christ (Psa. 76:10) at
the Cross became the means that God used to put away the sins of the elect and to make an end
of sins. On the Cross, the Lord Jesus offered the one sacrifice for sins forever (Heb. 10:2). The
Lord did not die in vain. He died in order to purge His people from all their sins (Heb. 1:3).

The third expression in Daniel 9:24 is also instructive. The prophet was told that, Seventy
weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city ...to make reconciliation for
iniquity.

Reconciliation signifies the bringing back together those who were rebels and enemies. Man has
been a rebel against God by nature and by choice since the fall of Adam. In his heart man has
been disloyal and non-submissive to God. In His justice and righteousness God has had to punish
this revolt against Divine authority. Yet the character of God also enjoys displaying grace and
mercy. The only way for grace and mercy to be freely expressed without compromising justice
and righteousness, is for the sin issue to be dealt with. Sin must be punished before there is a
basis for reconciliation.

Selecting the nation Israel to work through, God the Father decreed a plan of salvation to be
expressed in time, with the end result being the making of reconciliation for iniquity. It happened
at the Cross (Col. 1:12-22). As a result of the death of Christ, those who have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, are reconciled.
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The fourth truth Daniel was told by the angel Gabriel is that, Seventy weeks are determined
upon thy people and upon thy holy city, “to bring in everlasting righteousness”. Jeremiah had
prophesied of this bringing in of righteousness. Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will
raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute
judgment and justice in earth...and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Within the four hundred and ninety (490) year time frame it was determined by God that through
the nation Israel and in the Holy City of Jerusalem something would happen to bring in
everlasting righteousness.

Something did happen within the specified time. The Messiah came to Israel and established the
kingdom of God in His righteousness through Jesus Christ (Matthew 6:33 cf. Rom. 14:17).
History records that a work of righteousness was done in Israel on a Cross outside the Holy City.
Christ was made unto us righteousness (1 Cor. 1:30). For God hath made Christ to be sin for us,
who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor. 5:21).

The fifth fact the angel told Daniel was that, Seventy “years are determined upon thy people
and upon thy holy city in order to...seal up the vision and prophecy.” In order to fully
appreciate the meaning of these words it must be kept in mind that the whole vision that Daniel
was allowed to see, set forth the goodness and the severity of God. The severity of God is
manifested in that He allowed Israel to continue their rebellion against Himself by abusing the
prophets and by killing the Messiah. The severity of God is manifested in that He was
determined to seal up the vision and the prophecy (Isa. 6:10) for where there is no vision the
people will perish. God can be very severe (cf. Isa. 6:9-10; 29:9-10).

The conclusion of the matter is that the spiritual blindness of national Israel was complete when
the Messiah arrived within the designated time-frame. Though the Jewish leaders read the
scriptures daily, they heard not the ancient voices, and so they fulfilled them in condemning Him
(Acts 13:26 cf. Luke 23:34). Twice in the New Testament our Lord applied the prophecy of
Isaiah 6:9-10 to the Jews of Israel (Matthew 13:11-13). By appealing to the prophet Isaiah, the
Lord taught that He Himself was sealing up the visions and the prophecies so that the Jews of
His day would have no more light from God because their transgression against God was
fulfilled. The racial Jew was to know the severity of God. Only the regenerate Jew, only those
who had the faith of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, only the elect of God, would see, and hear and
understand (Matthew 13:16; cf. John 12:37-41 and Acts 28:24-27 with Romans 11:22).

There is a sixth truth the angel shared with the prophet. Seventy weeks are determined upon
thy people and upon thy holy city “to anoint the Most High”. The Most High is the Lord Jesus
Christ. Of Himself the Lord said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath anointed
me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent me to heal the broken hearted, to preach
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are
bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord” (Luke 4:18-19).




