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Dedication

Proverbs 16:31

“The hoary head is a crown of glory,
if it be found in the way of righteousness.”

This study of Proverbs is dedicated to the grateful memory of my father, Stanford William
Murrell, who loved this book of wisdom. My father instilled in me an early respect for the
Scriptures and a deep and abiding love for Jesus Christ. For that, I am eternally grateful.
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Foreign Policy

Egypt

The first act of the foreign policy of the new reign must have been to most Israelites a very
startling one. He made affinity with Pharaoh, king of Egypt, by marrying his daughter 1 Kings
3:1. The immediate results were probably favorable enough. The new queen brought with her
as a dowry the frontier city of Gezer. But the ultimate issue of alliance showed that it was
hollow and impolitic.

Tyre

The alliance with the Phoenician king rested on a somewhat different footing. It had been a
part of David's policy from the beginning of his reign. Hiram had been "ever a lover of
David." As soon as he heard of Solomon's accession he sent ambassadors to salute him. A
correspondence passed between the two kings, which ended in a treaty of commerce. The
opening of Joppa as a port created a new coasting-trade, and the materials from Tyre were
conveyed to that city on floats, and thence to Jerusalem. 2 Chronicles 2:16. In return for these
exports, the Phoenicians were only too glad to receive the corn and oil of Solomon's territory.
The results of the alliance did not end here. Now, for the first time in the history of the Jews,
they entered on a career as a commercial people.

The foregoing were the two most important to Babylon alliances. The absence of any
reference to Babylon and Assyria, and the fact that the Euphrates was recognized as the
boundary of Solomon's kingdom, 2 Chronicles 9:26, suggests the inference that the
Mesopotamian monarchies were at this time comparatively feeble. Other neighboring nations
were content to pay annual tribute in the form of gifts. 2 Chronicles 9:28. The survey of the
influence exercised by Solomon on surrounding nations would be incomplete if we were to
pass over that which was more directly personal the fame of his glory and his wisdom.
Wherever the ships of Tarshish went, they carried with them the report, losing nothing in its
passage, of what their crews had seen and heard. The journey of the queen of Sheba, though
from its circumstances the most conspicuous, did not stand alone.

Internal History

The first prominent scene in Solomon's reign is one which presents his character in its noblest
aspect. God in a vision having offered him the choice of good things he would have, he chose
wisdom in preference to riches or honor or long life. The wisdom asked for was given in large
measure, and took a varied range. The wide world of nature, animate and inanimate, the lives
and characters of men, lay before him, and he took cognizance of all but the highest wisdom
was that wanted for the highest work, for governing and guiding, and the historian hastens to
give an illustration of it. The pattern-instance is, in all its circumstances, thoroughly Oriental.
1 Kings 3:16-28.
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came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other
gods: and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his
father. 5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after
Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 6 And Solomon did evil in the sight of the
Lord, and went not fully after the Lord, as did David his father. 7 Then did Solomon build
an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem,
and for Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon. 8 And likewise did he for all
his strange wives, which burnt incense and sacrificed unto their gods.

Solomon gave himself to "strange women." He found himself involved in a fascination which
led to the worship of strange gods. Something there was perhaps in his very "largeness of
heart," so far in advance of the traditional knowledge of his age, rising to higher and wider
thoughts of God, which predisposed him to it. In recognizing what was true in other forms of
faith, he might lose his horror at what was false. With this there may have mingled political
motives. He may have hoped, by a policy of toleration, to conciliate neighboring princes, to
attract larger traffic. But probably also there was another influence less commonly taken into
account. The widespread belief of the East in the magic arts of Solomon is not, it is believed,
without its foundation of truth. Disasters followed before long as the natural consequence of
what was politically a blunder as well as religiously a sin.

His Literary Works

Little remains out of the songs, proverbs, treatises, of which the historian speaks. 1 Kings 4:32
And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five. 33 And he
spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out
of the wall: he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes.

Excerpts only are given from the three thousand proverbs. Of the thousand and five songs we
know absolutely nothing. His books represent the three stages of his life. The Song of Songs
brings before us the brightness of his -youth. Then comes in the book of Proverbs, the stage of
practical, prudential thought. The poet has become the philosopher, the mystic has passed into
the moralist; but the man passed through both stages without being permanently the better for
either. They were to him but phases of his life which he had known and exhausted
(Ecclesiastes 1; 2).
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PROVERBS

Human Author: Solomon
Divine Author: God the Holy Spirit

Date: c. 1000 BC
Theme: The Value of Wisdom

General Statistics: 31 chapters, 915 verses
Number of Proverbs: c. 900

PROVERBS 1

Introduction to the Proverbs
Ecclesiastes 12:8 - 14

“Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity. 9 And moreover, because the preacher
was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and
set in order many proverbs. 10 The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that
which was written was upright, even words of truth. 11 The words of the wise are as goads,
and as nails fastened by the masters of assemblies, which are given from one shepherd. 12
And further, by these, my son, be admonished: of making many books there is no end; and
much study is a weariness of the flesh. 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 14 For God shall
bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be
evil.”

Not wanting others to experience the vanities of life that he endured Solomon set forth these
Proverbs.
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Division One
The Purpose of Proverbs

1:1-1:7
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Division Two
Proverbs for Young People

1:8-9:18
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Personal Application and Reflection

1. Have you found the appeals of sin persuasive in your own experience in life? Give an
example of the logic of evil.

2. Besides experience and revelation are there any other methods of receiving knowledge?

3. In the work of sanctification is the Christian to be active or passive?

4. Do you believe there is a Natural Law that guides the conduct of all people everywhere?
Defend your position with at least three arguments.

5. Do you know of individuals who scorn wisdom? Give at least one example.

Hiding God’s Word in my Heart

Proverbs 1: 5 A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding
shall attain unto wise counsels:

Student’s Supplemental Material

Proverbs 1: 10-14.
Seven Recruiting Techniques of Sin

1. There is a general appeal, “Come with us.”

2. There is a bold invitation to violence. “Let us lay wait for blood.”

3. There is a sense of ease. “Lets us lurk privately for the innocent [unsuspecting] without
cause.”

4. There is a sense of empowerment, with life and death at stake. “Let us swallow them up
alive as the grave.”

5. There will be monetary reward. “We shall find all precious substance.”

6. There is an invested self interest. “We shall fill our houses with spoil.”

7. There is strength in unity. “Cast in thy lot among us; let us all have one purse.”

Proverbs 1:19. greedy of gain.
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3:3 truth. Ephesians 4:15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ: A truth spoken without love and mercy becomes acrimonious,
judgmental and mean-spirited from such most will turn away. Sometimes getting to the truth
is a challenge for language can be manipulated to convey a meaning far from the truth. A ship
captain one day recorded in the ship’s log, “First-mate drunk today.” It was a true statement,
but was the first incident where the mate had been drunk while on duty. The mate pleaded
with the captain to amend the statement, but the captain refused, saying it was a true
statement. The next time the First-mate was in charge of the ship, he recorded in the log,
“Captain sober today.”

3:3 bind them. Some devout Jews took this literally in the form of a phylactery. A phylactery
was a strip of parchment with four passages of Scripture written upon it: Deuteronomy 11:13-
22; 6:4-9; Exodus 13:11-16, 1-10. Each strip was rolled up, tied with the white hairs of a calf's
or a cow's tail, and placed in one of the compartments of a small box. During prayer these
phylacteries were worn by the male Israelites firmly attached with leather straps to the
forehead between the eyebrows, and on the left arm, so as to be near the heart. This practice
regarding the origin of which only this much is certain, that it was in existence in our Lord's
time as per Matthew 23:5 (The New Unger's Bible Dictionary).

4 So shalt thou find favour and good understanding [good success] in the sight
of God and man.

3:4 shalt thou find. When mercy and truth are united in love there will be favor and success in
two directions, with God and man. Luke 2:52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and
in favour with God and man.

5 Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding.

3:5 trust. To trust in someone is to put their complete confidence in them. When Jonathan
Edwards, the great pastor and theologian died unexpectedly from a smallpox vaccination, his
wife wrote these words, “What shall I say? A holy and good God has covered us with a dark
cloud. O that we may kiss the rod, and lay our hands on our mouths! The Lord has done
it...But my God lives; and he has my heart...We are all given to God.”

6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

3:6 he shall direct. One of the greatest truths a Christian can discover is that God has a perfect
plan for life. While the eternal decree of God cannot be violated, the known will of God may,
and that is where the heartache and sorrow begins.

7 Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.
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PROVERBS 4

1 Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know
understanding.

2 For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law.
3 For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother.

4:3 only beloved. Solomon would have had an older sibling but the child died as a
consequence of the sins of his parents. 2 Samuel 12:15 “And Nathan departed unto his house.
And the LORD struck the child that Uriah's wife bare unto David, and it was very sick. 16
David therefore besought God for the child; and David fasted, and went in, and lay all night
upon the earth. 17 And the elders of his house arose, and went to him, to raise him up from
the earth: but he would not, neither did he eat bread with them. 18 And it came to pass on the
seventh day, that the child died…”

4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep
my commandments, and live.

4:4 He taught me.

What a Parent Can
and Cannot Do

“I gave you life,
but I cannot live it for you.

I can teach you things
but I cannot make you learn.

I can give you directions
but I cannot always be there to lead you.

I can allow you freedom
but I cannot account for it.

I can take you to church
but I cannot make you believe.

I can teach you right from wrong
but I can’t always decide for you.

I can buy you beautiful clothes
but I cannot make you lovely inside.

I can offer you advice
but I cannot accept it for you.

I can give you love
but I cannot force it upon you.



63

I can teach you to be a friend
but I cannot make you one.

I can teach you to share
but I cannot make you unselfish.

I can teach you respect
but I can’t force you to show honor.

I can grieve about your report card
but I cannot doubt your teachers.

I can advise you about friends
but I cannot choose them for you.

I can teach you about sex
but I cannot keep you pure.

I can tell you the facts of life
but I can’t build your reputation.

I can tell you about drink
but I can’t say NO for you.
I can warn you about drugs

but I can’t prevent you from using them.

I can tell you about lofty goals,
but I can’t achieve them for you.

I can teach you kindness
but I can’t force you to be gracious.

I can warn you about sins
but I cannot make your morals

I can love you as a daughter or son
but I cannot place you in God’s Family.

I can pray for you
but I cannot make you walk with God.

I can teach you about Jesus
but I cannot make HIM your Saviour.

I can teach you to OBEY
but I cannot make Jesus Your Lord.

I can tell you how to live
but I cannot give you Eternal Life.”

Source unknown
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5:22. his own cords.
Ten Signs of Addiction

1. A secret life and thus a double life.

2. With only the slightest encouragement an inappropriate deed is done.

3. The need for additional and excessive privacy.

4. Repetitive behavior that is compulsive in nature.

5. Non accountability and an unwillingness to become accountable because of pride.

6. A quick temper that is not justified over a given situation.

7. Self loathing and yet a return to that which gives pleasure.

8. Constant fantasizing about the area of desire.

9. Using anything and every means and opportunity to return to the secret life and practice of
choice.

10. Compartmentalization of self so that the whole personality is not integrated.
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24 To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flattery of the tongue of a
strange woman.

6:24 evil woman. The strange woman is the same as the evil woman for she is injurious to
one’s soul and body.

25 Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take thee with her
eyelids.

26 For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece of bread: and
the adulteress will hunt for the precious life.

6:25-26 lust not. Once more a word of warning is raised against the evil or injurious woman.
The heart of a man must be guarded against natural physical attractions such as outward
beauty and flirtatious eyes. Inappropriate relationships based upon lust will consume the soul
and reduce a man to almost begging for bread as resources are taken away as a form of divine
judgment. In this process the adulteress will disregard the soul in search of another to
consume.

27 Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?
28 Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned?

6:27-28. Can a man. Rhetorical questions demand no answer for it is implied. Here, the
answer is no. A man cannot take fire in his bosom and not be burned. A man cannot go upon
hot coals and his feet not be burned.

29 So he that goeth in to his neighbour's wife; whosoever toucheth her shall
not be innocent.

30 Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul [body] when he is
hungry;

31 But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance
of his house.

6:30-31 Men do not despise a thief, if. Some sins are understandable. Restitution can be made
for some transgressions and justice is satisfied. The Mosaic Law demanded restoration plus
the adding of the fifth part (Lev. 6:5). Human Law might demand up to seven fold restoration.
However, in contrast, there is some self destructive behavior that is without logic and cannot
be justified or forgiven.

32 But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he
that doeth it destroyeth his own soul.

33 A wound and dishonour shall he get; and his reproach shall not be wiped
away.
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6:33 not be wiped away. While sin is judiciously expunged in the sight of God so there is now
no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1), the practical result of sin is a
stain on the soul that cannot be wiped away in time. “The marks of the wound and the
dishonor will remain to haunt one through the years” (H.A. Ironside).

34 For jealousy is the rage of a man: therefore he will not spare in the day of
vengeance.

35 He will not regard any ransom; neither will he rest content, though thou
givest many gifts.

6:34-35 jealousy is the rage. When man has been incensed at moral injustice there will be no
appeasement by gifts however generous or by acts of contrition no matter how earnest and
sincere. John the Baptist was rightly jealous over the immorality of Herod Antipas who had
taken Herodias, his brother Philip's wife for himself.

Student’s Study Guide
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Personal Application and Reflection

1. Do you talk to yourself with spiritual words and hymns? Read Colossians 3:16. “Let the
word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”

2. Would the characteristics of the strange woman or the woman who is a stranger to the
covenant of grace and holiness apply equally to a man? If not how would the
characteristics differ?

3. Are the Scriptures realistic in describing individuals as eager to sin?

4. Despite the constant exhortations to do right why is there so many doing wrong? Why do
people not learn from and avoid the mistakes of others?

5. Proverbs 6: 23 speaks of shameful behavior leading to the equivalent of a dart striking
through his liver. In other words sin brings great pain. Would you agree or disagree that
sin sooner or later brings pain? If you agree describe some of the pain that sin brings in
the following areas: emotionally, spiritually, and physically.

Hiding God’s Word in my Heart

Proverbs 7: 4 Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy kinswoman
[close friend]:

PROVERBS 8

1 Doth not wisdom cry? And understanding put forth her voice?

8:1 cry. Wisdom is personified.
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22 The LORD possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of
old.

23 I was set up from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was.
24 When there were no depths, I was brought forth; when there were no

fountains abounding with water.
25 Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I brought forth:
26 While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the fields, nor the highest part

of the dust of the world.
27 When he prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a compass upon

the face of the depth:
28 When he established the clouds above: when he strengthened the fountains

of the deep:
29 When he gave to the sea his decree, that the waters should not pass his

commandment: when he appointed the foundations of the earth:
30 Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: and I was daily his delight,

rejoicing always before him;
31 Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and my delights were with the

sons of men.
32 Now therefore hearken unto me, O ye children: for blessed are they that

keep my ways.
33 Hear instruction, and be wise, and refuse it not.
34 Blessed is the man that heareth me, watching daily at my gates, waiting at

the posts of my doors.
35 For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the LORD.
36 But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they that hate me

love death.

8:36 he that sinneth. Individuals are personally responsible for accepting or rejecting wisdom.
It is not sin or Satan that causes the soul to do wrong at any given moment but a conscious
will to power and thus a choice to commit evil. Why anyone at any given moment would
choose to do wrong over right is a great mystery, but that is what happens. While a sense of
helplessness might exist in the heart that yields easily, earnestly and repeatedly to what is
wrong, still the individuals is held accountable in the sight of God. To accept this spiritual
reality provides a chance to choose life. To reject this truth and surrender to inordinate
passions and inappropriate behavior is to court death not only in time but in eternity.

Student’s Study Guide

Proverbs 8

Questions and Answers on Proverbs 8
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Division 3
The First Collection of the

Proverbs of Solomon
Proverbs 10:1-24:34

PROVERBS 10

The first division of Proverbs ends and the second division now begins. In the first section
Wisdom has called out to exhort individuals to come for enlightenment. Those who listen to
the voice of Wisdom find happiness. Those who refuse to listen to Bible doctrine find
heartache, destruction and death.

1 The proverbs of Solomon. A wise son maketh a glad father: but a foolish son
is the heaviness [grief] of his mother.
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3 The LORD will not suffer the soul of the righteous to famish: but he casteth
away the substance of the wicked.

10: 3 the soul of the righteous. There is spiritual food that only the righteous can enjoy. After
speaking to the woman at the well, Jesus told His disciples who had brought Him food, “I
have meat to eat that ye know not of.” (John 4:32). His soul was not famished but was
satisfied. In contrast the wealth of the wicked is often taken away suddenly. “And he [Jesus]
spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth
plentifully: 17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room
where to bestow my fruits? 18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and
build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul,
Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.
20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose
shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 21 So is he that layeth up treasure for
himself, and is not rich toward God” (Luke 12:16-21).

4 He becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the hand of the diligent
maketh rich.

10:4 a slack hand. Honest labor is always honored in Scripture. “The work of a Beethoven,
and the work of a charwoman, become spiritual on precisely the same condition, that of being
offered to God, of being done humbly “as to the Lord.” This does not, of course, mean that it
is for anyone a mere toss-up whether he should sweep rooms or compose symphonies. A mole
must dig to the glory of God and a cock must crow” C. S. Lewis in The Weight of Glory.
Though initially poor and a stranger in a strange land Ruth was financially honored because
she was willing to labor. In the midst of a wicked generation that is being taught Christians do
not need to work because they are children of the King, the gospel message says “the hand of
the diligent maketh rich.”

5 He that gathereth in summer is a wise son: but he that sleepeth in harvest is a
son that causeth shame.

10:5 Karl Marx (1818-1883) devoted his life without God trying to discover the economic
principles that govern society and the movement of history. Had he been wiser Marx would
have turned to the Scriptures for guidance. There is a universal principle which states that
time is to be redeemed (Colossians 4:5). Those who labor will be rewarded while those who
slumber will come to shame.

6 Blessings are upon the head of the just: but violence covereth the mouth of
the wicked.

7 The memory of the just is blessed: but the name of the wicked shall rot.
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10:6-7 the memory. The validity of this proverb may become apparent only with the passing
of time. Today, the apostle Paul is honored as a righteous man. His name is a blessing to
millions. In contrast, a violent judgment fell upon Nero who wickedly persecuted the just.

8 The wise in heart will receive commandments: but a prating [talking or
babbling] fool shall fall.

10:8 the fool. Biblically a fool refers to someone who is perverse and thus silly in the sight of
God and man.

9 He that walketh uprightly walketh surely: but he that perverteth his ways
shall be known.

10:9 uprightly. To walk uprightly is to live with integrity reflected in the life of Joseph who
could be trusted with all that was placed into his care including the wife of his master (Gen.
40-41). In contrast Ziba, a former servant of king Saul proved to be a perverse man without
integrity and without honor (2 Samuel 16:1-4; 19:24-27).

10 He that winketh with the eye causeth sorrow: but a prating [talking or
babbling] fool shall fall.

10:10 winketh. Winking with the eye while speaking something different with the lips has
always been a sign of insincerity. The person who can do this will bring sorrow to his own life
and distress to those who trusted him. Judas kissed Jesus while winking with his eye at the
soldiers who had come to arrest Christ.

11 The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life: but violence covereth the
mouth of the wicked.

10:11 the mouth. The testimony of the lips must be matched by the testimony of the life.
Many have no power and usefulness in witnessing because there is an inconsistency in
communication and conduct. Samuel had an effective ministry following the death of Eli
whose own ministry ended in violence (1 Samuel 4:1-18).

12 Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins.

10:12 stirreth up strife. The actions of Doeg the Edomite illustrates the principle of hatred
stirring up strife (1 Samuel 22:9-19) while the actions of Nathan with David shows how love
can cover sin (2 Samuel 12:1-14).
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10:12 covereth all sins. Part of this verse is quoted in the New Testament. 1 Peter 4:8 And
above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude
of sins. Concerning a particular Christian it was said by a friend, “I do not know how good he
would be in a fight but I know he can out love any man I have ever met.” That is what the
Christian wants to do, out love all others.

13 In the lips of him that hath understanding wisdom is found: but a rod is for
the back of him that is void of understanding.

10:13 While Solomon had been given wisdom (1 Kings 3:5-28) his son Rehoboam embraced
foolish counsel and came under the rod of divine judgment (1 Kings 12:8-19).

14 Wise men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of the foolish is near
destruction.

10:14 lay up knowledge. A wise person knows the limitations of his knowledge and will seek
him in good books and good counsel. In contrast the foolish will speak recklessly inviting
destruction. While Timothy from a child knew the Scriptures able to make one wise unto
salvation (2 Timothy 3:14, 15, the magician Elymas talked himself into divine judgment (Acts
13:6-11).

15 The rich man's wealth is his strong city: the destruction of the poor is their
poverty.

10:15 strong city. Only in time can the rich man flee to his “strong city” in a pressure
situation. In eternity riches will avail nothing as Dives discovered (Luke 16:19-31).

10:15 their poverty. “Poor people think themselves undone because they are poor; but it is
their mistake: The destruction of the poor is their poverty; it sinks their spirits, and ruins all
their comforts; whereas a man may live very comfortably, though he has but a little to live on,
if he be but content, and keep a good conscience, and live by faith” (Matthew Henry). Lazarus
was a poor man but he gained heaven and eternal life (Luke 16:19-31).

16 The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: the fruit of the wicked to sin.

10:16 the righteous. The righteous refers to a person who is spiritual. Romans 8:6 explains.
For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. Cain and
Able illustrate the truth of this proverb for while Able was righteous Cain produced nothing
but sin (Gen. 4:5-8).

17 He is in the way of life that keepeth [obeys] instruction: but he that refuseth
reproof erreth.
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10:17 the way of life. The way of life is the divinely appointed path which God has marked
out for every person. “This is the way, let us walk in it” is not a pious cliché but the utterance
of an eternal moral truth. The person that will not listen to reason and reproof becomes hard
hearted and will dishonor themselves. Saul refused correction and instruction in righteousness
and lost his kingdom (1 Samuel 15:33). David received reproof and found grace and
forgiveness.

18 He that hideth hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth a slander, is a fool.

10:18 lying lips...slander. Hypocrisy and tale-bearing are twin sins of the worse magnitude
(Lev. 19:16). There are people who feign love and friendship while harboring hatred in the
heart and so in secret spread evil stories or insinuate motives that are not verifiable. The
divine verdict, such person is a fool. Joab was not honest concerning Abner (2 Samuel 3:27)
while Jeremiah fell victim to slander (Jeremiah 37:11-15).

19 In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his
lips is wise.

10:19 multitude of words. The Bible has much to say about the tongue and the damage it can
do. James 3 describes how the tongue is “is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.” While
many have regretted speaking, few ever regret their silence. Jesus said in Matthew 12:37, “For
by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be condemned”.

20 The tongue of the just is as choice silver: the heart of the wicked is little
worth.

10:20 choice silver. When the heart of a person is in harmony with God then the speech will
be valued. In contrast a wicked heart produces little that is worthwhile. Simon Magnus
brought himself much harm by his wicked heart speaking. Of him Peter said, For I perceive
that thou art in the gall of bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity (Acts 8:23).

21 The lips of the righteous feed many: but fools die for want of wisdom.

10:21. feed many. There is a spiritual feeding that takes place when a righteous person speaks.
Their words nourish the soul. In contrast the speech of the fool is worthless and produces
death. When the prophet Samuel spoke the nation was blessed but when Saul spoke he led the
people into murder and mayhem.

22 The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it.

10:22 maketh rich. It is possible to become financially rich in an unholy and thus
unauthorized way. Such wealth will bring much sorrow by those who are touched by it. It is
possible to enjoy spiritual riches that bring much joy as Habakkuk and Paul testify to.
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10:31-32. Jezebel had a froward tongue, a deceitful tongue, a perverse tongue. She was cut off
in her sin. In contrast Elijah whom she hated and spoke against and tried to kill was
established in righteousness.

Student’s Study Guide

Proverbs 10

Questions and Answers on Proverbs 10

1. What happens to those who find wisdom and those who don’t?

Answer.
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13 A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of a faithful spirit concealeth
the matter.

11:13 concealeth. In the Law provision was made to snuff out the flame of the candles on the
golden candlestick with golden snuffers and dispose of the black soot afterwards in golden
dishes (Ex. 37:17-24). As no lamp will burn well for long without a bit of “snuffing” so no
Christen will be useful without a measure of grace being shown. And what is to be done with
the “soot”? It must be disposed of according to gospel terms which is verbal restraint and not
the retelling of the matter far and wide. Christian be a golden “snuffer” and use the golden
“snuff dish” often.

14 Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors
there is safety.

11:14 counsellors. This is a wise proverb establishing a general principle establishing the fact
that different perspectives are needed in considering an important matter. Of course the
multitude of counsellors must also be committed to righteousness, or error will only reinforce
error.

15 He that is surety for a stranger shall smart for it: and he that hateth
suretiship is sure.

11:15 suretiship. Many friendships have been ruined by a pledge being made to stand for
good for another. There is at least one exception to this proverb for Christ became a surety for
those who were strangers from the grace of God. Hebrews 7:22 By so much was Jesus made a
surety of a better testament.

“He bore on the tree
the sentence for me;

And now both the Surety
and sinner are free.”

16 A gracious woman retaineth honour: and strong men retain riches.

11:16 By physical strength men can protect their property and by inner strength of character a
gracious woman can retain honor reflected in the actions of Abigail in her dealings with
David (1 Samuel 25).

17 The merciful man doeth good to his own soul: but he that is cruel troubleth
his own flesh.

11:17 merciful man…he that is cruel. Mercy, not might makes right. Isaac was a gracious
man (Gen. 26) while Joab was cruel (1 Kings 2:5, 6).
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18 The wicked worketh a deceitful work: but to him that soweth righteousness
shall be a sure reward.

19 As righteousness tendeth to life: so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his
own death.

20 They that are of a froward [distorted, false] heart are abomination to the
LORD: but such as are upright in their way are his delight.

21 Though hand join in hand, the wicked shall not be unpunished: but the seed
of the righteous shall be delivered.

11: 18-21 Once more sin and righteousness are set in opposition one to the other. The wicked
are characterized by deceit, falsehood, and unity of purpose in evil. Because God has
established a moral universe the wicked will not go unpunished in time or eternity. In contrast
the righteous are rewarded with a clear conscience, peace of heart, being the delight of God
and divine deliverance in times of adversity. The life of the Assyrian king Sennacherib (king,
c. 705 BC) and Hezekiah, king of Judah (715-686 BC), illustrates the principles of these
verses as per 2 Chronicles 32.

22 As a jewel of gold in a swine's [hog’s nose] snout, so is a fair woman which
is without discretion.

11:22 Though priceless jewels and beauty are united to evil behavior to make it more
attractive, it is still vile and in the sight of God is ugly. Jezebel was a queen with all the
beauty and luxuries of the court, but her soul was ugly. In her death the dogs licked her bones.
(1 Kings 21:23).

23 The desire of the righteous is only good: but the expectation of the wicked
is wrath.

11:23 only good. A person can determine the status of their heart by reflecting upon what they
desire for others. Feelings of revenge, hatred, jealousy and pettiness characterize the wicked
not the righteous.

24 There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth
more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.

“A man there was,
though some did count him mad,

The more he cast away,
the more he had.”

John Bunyan
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2 Corinthians 9:6-10 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and
he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 7 Every man according as he
purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a
cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always
having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 9 (As it is written, He
hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. 10
Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply
your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;)

25 The liberal [generous] soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be
watered also himself.

26 He that withholdeth corn, the people shall curse him: but blessing shall be
upon the head of him that selleth it.

11:24-26 Here is a spiritual principle that goes contrary to natural reasoning. There is truth to
the concept that no one can out give God. Let the Christian support generously the work of
the Lord.

“Give thanks to God, for good is He,
His grace abideth ever;

To Him all praise and glory be,
His mercy faileth never.

His wondrous works with praise record, His grace abideth ever;
The only God, the sovereign Lord, Whose mercy faileth never.”

27 He that diligently seeketh good procureth favour: but he that seeketh
mischief, it shall come unto him.

11:27 The law of retributive justice is once more in view because it is a large theme in
Scripture. Adoni-bezek sought evil and was judged for it, while Caleb was rewarded (Judges
1:5-7; Josh 14:6-13).

28 He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous shall flourish as a
branch.

11:28 Jesus Himself provided a wonderful commentary on this concept in a parable. And he
[Jesus] spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man brought forth
plentifully: 17 And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no room
where to bestow my fruits? 18 And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and
build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 19 And I will say to my soul,
Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.
20 But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose




