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In a financial landscape domi-
nated by giants, a new bank 
is significantly dwarfed.    
Moreso when that bank is 
based in Antigua, a country 
that has already been classi-
fied as being overbanked.   

But while the move is scepti-
cal, it s not without merit, be-
lieves Ivan Browne, the Chief 
Executive of the soon-to-be-
launched Caribbean Union 

ANTIGUA: New Antiguan bank looks to niche 

Bank in St John s, Anti-
gua.   

The bank, a US$2.7 
million investment, will 
open its doors on Mon-
day and Browne pre-
dicts that more will fol-
low in the coming years 
throughout the region.   

Name me a good Car-
ibbean company which 
sticks out in your mind for 
service and there is always 
this pause. I want in five 
years from now, when 
someone asks that ques-
tion, that the answer is Car-
ibbean Union Bank, said 
the 58-year-old executive.   

When it comes to banking, 
his mantra is good service, 
good brands and a strong 

technology platform.   

He says incorporating 
this culture with his 
workforce was impor-
tant.   

We actually went on 
an exercise the first 
week and we said if we 
were a line of clothing, 
which line of clothing 
would we be? And we 
came up with Kenneth 
Cole. He s edgy, up 
there and not your run 
of the mill, he says.  

And, he believes, Car-
ibbean Union will fit this 
description.  
It was founded by a 
group of Antiguan    
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