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SEASONAL CLOSURE OF GAME & FISH OWNED LANDS – SOME CHANGES TO TAKE EFFECT
LANDER – As hunting season winds down and winter begins most big game animals will take up residence on the many winter ranges scattered throughout Wyoming. Many of these areas are Wildlife Habitat Management Areas that will close to human presence in the coming weeks. Recreationists will find that some of the closure dates have changed, specifically in the Dubois area.


Over the years, the Wyoming Game and Fish Commission has purchased land considered crucial in providing forage and shelter to wintering wildlife, especially species such as elk and deer. These lands, commonly referred to as ‘wildlife habitat management areas’   are managed by the Wyoming Game and Fish Department. Seasonally the management areas are closed to vehicular and/or human presence during the winter months to prevent undue stress to the wildlife when available food is at a minimum.


The dates that a management area is restricted varies dependent upon the location of the area and hunting season dates. The area closures in the Lander Region of the Wyoming Game and Fish Department are as follows:

· Red Canyon, closed December 1 – April 30

· Morgan Creek, closed November 1 – April 30

· Kirk Inberg/Kevin Roy, closed December 1 – May 15
Note: These are new dates. Closure were previously December 16 – May 15

· Whiskey Basin, closed December 1 – May 15
Note: These are new dates. Closure were previously December 1 – April 30

· Spence/Moriarty WMA (Portions west of East Fork Rd.), closed December 1 – May 15
Note: These are new dates. Closure were previously December 16 – May 15

· Mexican Creek, closed January 1 – August 31

Game and Fish officials had initially set closure dates in the Dubois country to coincide with the cow/calf elk season. This elk season no longer exists, so officials decided to change the dates to increase winter range security and minimize disturbance of elk, deer, and pronghorn. The closures will also coincide with area BLM closure dates set under the new Resource Management Plan and make closures in the area more uniform in general.

Several Wildlife Habitat Management Areas in the Lander Region remain open year round.  These include Sand Mesa, Ocean Lake, Chain Lakes, Red Rim-Daley, and Red Rim-Grizzly.  For more information on seasonal closures or rules of Commission-owned lands, contact the local Game and Fish office at (307) 332-2688.
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