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NONRESIDENTS PAY FINES, LOSE PRIVILEGES FOR FALSE RESIDENCY CLAIMS
CASPER –As the 2010 application period approaches, the Wyoming Game and Fish Department wants hunters to be aware that nonresidents masquerading as residents when purchasing hunting or fishing licenses is a serious crime and is punishable by fines and possible loss of hunting and fishing privileges. 


Game Warden Shawn Blajszczak recently solved multiple false residency cases and hopes other hunters trying to save a few dollars by illegally claiming Wyoming residency will learn from the convictions of these individuals.


Blajszczak received anonymous tips about Zachary S. Laird hunting as a resident in both Wyoming and Oklahoma. After following up with the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife Conservation, Blajszczak compared the purchase dates of the Oklahoma resident licenses with the Wyoming resident licenses Laird purchased. He determined that Laird made false statements of residency on 18 Wyoming resident game and fish licenses, including deer, antelope, and doe/fawn antelope purchased from 2007 to 2008, including a lifetime fishing/small game/game bird and conservation stamp purchased in 2008.   


Laird was issued four citations for giving false statements of residency and found was guilty. He was fined a total of $6,220 and was sentenced to 365 days in jail, which was suspended. He also lost all hunting and fishing privileges for two years.

Blajszczak also worked on a false oath case involving Travis D. Ferguson, who had hunted regularly in Nebraska as a resident before moving to Wyoming. Blajszczak learned that Ferguson made false statements of residency on various 2008 Wyoming resident licenses. Ferguson was issued citations for false statements to procure or apply for the following 2008 Wyoming resident licenses: moose, bighorn sheep, mountain goat, bison, turkey, elk, antelope, archery, fishing and small game/game bird. Ferguson was fined a total of $10,800 and lost hunting and fishing privileges for one year. He also forfeited a moose and antelope he had harvested under the illegal licenses.  

To qualify for any resident game and fish license, permit, preference point, or tag, a person shall be domiciled and shall physically reside in Wyoming for one full year (365 consecutive days) immediately preceding the date the person applies for or purchases the license, permit, preference point or tag. The person must not have claimed residency elsewhere for any other purpose, including, but not limited to voting, payment of income taxes, purchase of resident hunting, fishing or trapping licenses, etc. for that one year period. Any active duty member, the spouse, or minor child or any active duty member of the armed forces of the United States who has been stationed in Wyoming for 90 days also qualifies for resident licenses, so long as the member remains stationed in Wyoming. 

The Game and Fish Department publishes a brochure, “Am I a Wyoming Resident,” that provides the basic guidelines and information regarding the complex issue of residency. Copies of this brochure are available at Game and Fish Department offices and online at: http://gf.state.wy.us/downloads/pdf/Resident.pdf. 

 
“False oath cheats deserving residents out of very desirable Wyoming hunting licenses,” Blajszczak said. He encourages anyone who witnesses or has information about a wildlife crime to call the Stop Poaching tip line at 1-877-WGFD-TIP or report it online at… http://gf.state.wy.us/wildlife/enforcement/stoppoaching/submitTip.aspx. Anyone calling the tip line should be alert and gather as much specific information about a violation as possible. “Try to document the date, time, location and specific nature of the violation. Include a physical description of the suspected violator or include contact information if possible, as well as a license plate number and description of any vehicles involved in the incident,” he said. Informants can remain anonymous and may be eligible for a reward.
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