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2010 BRINGS NEW SIZE LIMIT ON GLENDO WALLEYE
CASPER - If you’re heading to Glendo Reservoir to ice fish this winter you may want to toss a tape measure in your tackle box in preparation for new size regulations on walleye. Beginning January 1, all walleye less than 15 inches must be released to the water immediately. “Anglers need to be able to measure their walleye so bring a tape measure or mark 15 inches on your tackle box or fishing rod; just be able to check the length on your walleye,” said Al Conder, regional fishery supervisor in Casper. 

Beginning with its original filling in 1957 Glendo Reservoir was managed as a trout fishery. The Wyoming Game and Fish Department (WGFD) first stocked walleye into Glendo in 1973 to provide additional angling opportunity and control the yellow perch population. Since 1975, natural reproduction has sustained the walleye population. Increases in walleye numbers caused a decline in the trout fishery at Glendo as the walleye fed on the smaller trout. After attempts to improve the trout fishery failed (e.g., stocking larger trout), WGFD ceased stocking trout in 1981 to focus on a walleye/yellow perch fishery. Anglers have been interested in some form of length/slot limit on Glendo walleye for more than 20 years and have expressed a desire to catch and harvest larger walleye, even if it means releasing smaller fish.

Traditionally, walleye populations at Glendo were controlled by forage and not angler harvest, so length limits were not warranted. However, the Glendo fishery is evolving and today forage seems adequate and anglers now appear to be controlling walleye mortality (most mortality for walleye over 14 inches is caused by anglers and is not natural mortality). 
In 2006 Wyoming Game and Fish Department biologists tagged 1,000 walleye with reward tags ranging in value from $5 to $100 as part of a study to determine annual fishing mortality through the number of reward tags returned by anglers. Based on the number of reward tags returned to the Game and Fish Department from 2006 to 2007, it was estimated that anglers harvested 35 percent of the fish in the Glendo walleye population.

Data from the study was analyzed along with age and growth information collected during annual gill netting surveys at Glendo. The analysis suggests the implementation of a minimum length limit would likely increase the size structure of the walleye population and the size of fish harvested by anglers. However one study done at Glendo does not fit all of Wyoming’s walleye fisheries. We will evaluate the Glendo walleye fishery in the coming years to see if the regulation produces the desired results. Walleye harvest regulations for other walleye fisheries should not be made based on the results the study at Glendo. Because walleye growth and mortality rates are different among Wyoming reservoirs, their respective walleye populations would respond to minimum length or protective slot limits differently than the Glendo Reservoir population. 

During check stations and creel surveys in 2008 anglers at Glendo Reservoir were asked their opinions of a minimum length limit for walleye. Anglers were told that they would no longer be permitted to fillet fish at the reservoir if a minimum length limit was implemented and were asked if they would prefer: 1) no change to the current regulations; 2) a 15-inch minimum length limit; or 3) an 18-inch minimum length limit. Of the 622 anglers asked the opinion question, 64.6 percent preferred a 15-inch minimum length limit, and 23.0 percent preferred an 18-inch minimum length limit. In all, 87.6 percent of anglers supported a minimum length limit for walleye. 

Anglers were told that they would no longer be permitted to fillet fish during our survey in 2008; however, the new regulation allows anglers to fillet but only after they are finished fishing for the day. All walleye must be kept whole (gills and entrails may be removed) until the angler is off the water or ice and done fishing for the day. Walleye can then be filleted for transportation and storage. Daily creel and possession limit is unchanged and remains at six walleye per day or in possession. The regulation to keep at least one square inch of skin on all fillets also remains unchanged. 

The new year also brings other changes in fishing regulations for the Casper Region. A change was made on the size limit for trout on the North Platte River from the upstream boundary of the Lusby public fishing area downstream to Bessemer Bend. The creel limit of three trout with only one over 20 inches was changed to three trout with only one over 16 inches. “This will help provide more protection for larger fish as well as bringing more consistency into our regulations,” Conder said. 

Anglers at Goldeneye Reservoir also need to be aware of the third change in the Casper Region. Use of live baitfish was allowed at the reservoir as part of the effort to manage the reservoir for walleye. The walleye program failed due to problems with water quality and quantity. And while water condition and amount has improved, it still cannot support a walleye fishery but may support a trout fishery. A small number of trout were stocked in 2008 and are growing fast. Good numbers of trout were stocked in 2009 and Goldeneye Reservoir should provide good fishing again. Goldeneye is still included under the Special Winter Ice Fishing Provision but using live baitfish is no longer allowed. Other forms of bait are permitted.

Fishing regulations are reviewed every two years with changes occurring at the start of even number years. It is always a good idea to check the regulations prior to fishing, but it is particularly importing to check for any changes at the beginning of an even numbered year. Any changes in the regulations will be highlighted in the new regulation booklet. Please pick one up at your nearest Game and Fish Department office, license selling agent or online at http://gf.state.wy.us. 
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