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ICE FISHING FORECAST GOOD IN CENTRAL WYOMING

CASPER – Cold weather and good fish numbers should add up to a successful season for ice anglers at many of the reservoirs in central Wyoming. 


If you’re hoping to add some walleye to your creel you might do well to drop a line into Pathfinder or Alcova reservoirs. “Walleye numbers at Pathfinder were the highest we’ve seen since 2004,” said Nathan Cook, fisheries management biologist for the Casper Game and Fish office. The average size of walleye at Pathfinder is 17.2 inches for fish netted in 2009 surveys. 


Alcova Reservoir also harbors a lot of big walleye with very little fishing pressure. Walleye average 18.4 inches and 3.07 pounds, with some 15-pounders caught during fish surveys in 2009. “As far as densities go, walleye numbers are right up there with other major walleye fisheries in the state,” said Matt Hahn, fisheries biologist for the Casper Region.
Walleye numbers at Glendo Reservoir have held steady over recent years and remain abundant. Anglers heading out to Glendo should be aware of a new size limit on walleye. Beginning Jan. 1, 2010, all walleye less than 15 inches must be released to the water immediately. 


Anglers hoping to land some trout might have luck at Goldeneye Reservoir, which has made a strong comeback since a major drought related die-off in 2005. “In 2008 Casper Creek flooded and filled Goldeneye and we began stocking it again,” Hahn said. In 2008, Game and Fish stocked 24,000 cutthroat trout and brook trout. Then in a 2009 survey, biologists netted large numbers of trout in the 10- to 15-inch range. “These fish had a good food supply and grew fast,” Hahn said. The department followed up by stocking 20,000 more fingerlings and 2,000 catchable trout in October 2009. Anglers should be aware that Goldeneye is still included under the Special Winter Ice Fishing Provision but using live baitfish is no longer allowed. Other forms of bait are permitted.


Trout at Pathfinder Reservoir have benefitted from increased water levels and are in good condition. “They’re fat and happy and we should continue to see improved conditions at Pathfinder in upcoming years,” Hahn said.


Seminoe Reservoir is also shaping up for a good ice fishing season with walleye averaging 14 inches and trout averaging 17 inches. 
  
While the weather has been quite cold and ice appears safe, anglers are advised to use caution on ice. “There are lots of factors affecting ice development including underwater springs, strong currents, inlets or high winds,” said Robin Kepple, Casper regional information specialist.  “Conditions can vary on a daily basis due to temperature changes. If there is any question as to ice safety, it is best to avoid a situation that could result in an accident. Common sense and caution are still the best defenses when ice fishing.” 

Anglers are urged to check the thickness of any ice before venturing out onto it, and continue checking it every 100 to 150 feet. Four inches of clear ice is usually safe for fishing. Clear ice is stronger than cloudy or white ice, which has frozen, thawed and refrozen and is not always stable. White ice can also be from air bubbles or frozen snow and is much weaker than clear blue ice. For white ice, double the recommended thickness.

Ice fishermen should never go out on the ice alone. It can make all the difference having somebody there to throw a rope. Anglers should also make sure to tell someone where they are going and their return plans. Other safety precautions include wearing a life jacket and carrying a floatation device on a rope that can easily be thrown, as well as some sort of ice picks fastened to a rope and worn around the neck. “Anything you can use to grab the ice in case you fall in can be a lifesaver,” Kepple said.
Low water temperatures can be life threatening this time of year and hypothermia is a serious risk for anyone who does fall through the ice.  Learn to recognize and to treat hypothermia and always have dry clothing and hot liquids close to hand.

Anglers are reminded to buy their 2010 fishing license and conservation stamp and check the new fishing regulations prior to going out in 2010. The new year is a good time to introduce a child to fishing in Wyoming.
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