
Read the paragraph below. In that paragraph, everybody’s favorite teacher, Ms. Sandy, offers clues 
about the CCCS country she is teaching. Use those clues to help you figure out where in the world Ms. 
Sandy is. Write your answer at the bottom of the page. 
 

I’m sailing on a ship through one of the most famous man made passages ever built. Many famous 
explorers came to this country in search of a route between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Rodrigo 

de Bastidas sailing westward from Venezuela in 1501 in search of gold, was the first European to 
explore the isthmus of this country.  Christopher Columbus visited the isthmus and established a 

short-lived settlement in this mosquito infested province. Vasco Nunez de Balboa's tortuous trek 

from the Atlantic to the Pacific in 1513 demonstrated that the Isthmus was, indeed, the path 
between the seas, and this country quickly became the crossroads and marketplace of Spain's empire 

in the New World. Gold and silver were brought by ship from South America, hauled across the 
isthmus, and loaded aboard ships for Spain. The route became known as the Camino Real, or Royal 

Road, although it was more commonly known as Camino de Cruces (Road of the Crosses) because of 

the abundance of gravesites along the way due to diseases such as malaria and yellow fever carried 
by the mosquitoes. 

In 1880,  the French began construction of a permanent man-made waterway. The United States 
took over construction and completed the canal in 1914. A total of 27,500 workmen died completing 

this canal due to disease and landslides. Today,  this waterway carries about 35 ships a day. A typical 
passage through the canal by a cargo ship takes approximately 8–10 hours through three sets of 

locks (water-filled chambers), which raise and lower ships through the waters.   

Can you name the place I’m teaching? Where in the world is this CCCS country found?

____________________________________________________________ 
 Check your answers at www.cccskids.org under “Free Materials.” 
On the back of this paper, list how many project sites CCCS supports in this country, how many children are helped here  
and three CCCS facts from this country. You can find these facts at www.cccskids.org.   
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clues about the CCCS country she is teaching. Use those clues to help you figure out where in 
the world Ms. Sandy is. Write your answer at the bottom of the page. 
 

Whew! I’ve just climbed hundreds of steps to the top of the 
Mayan Temple ruins in Tikal. Tikal is one of the largest archaeological sites and urban centers 

of the ancient Mayan civilization of this country. These monuments are breathtaking and I 
can’t believe I’m standing where people stood hundreds of years ago. Looking down, I can see 

an ancient arena where the Mayans played a type of basketball by throwing balls through high 

hoops.   
 

I enjoyed a cup of the wonderful coffee and several delicious bananas for breakfast. I love 
bananas, and 1.57 million tons are shipped out of the port city of Puerto Barrios every year.  

The waiter told me that prior to 1870, bananas were unknown in the United States and the 

first bananas were imported to the US in 1870. Today, this country is a major supplier of this 
fruit. 

Can you name the place I’m teaching? Where in the world is this CCCS country found?
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the world Ms. Sandy is. Write your answer at the bottom of the page. 
 

Bonjour! This the word for Good Day  in this Creole and French speaking  country. It is one of 
only two (along with Canada) countries which designates French as an official language in the 

Americas.  

What a fascinating history this country has! It was the first independent nation in Latin 

America, the first post-colonial independent Black-led nation in the world and the only nation 
whose independence was gained as part of a successful slave rebellion. This rebellion was led 

by  native born Jean-Jacques Dessalines in 1804. This country shares an island with the 
Dominican Republic; together they occupies the island of Hispaniola. Its capital is Port-au-

Prince. 
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the world Ms. Sandy is. Write your answer at the bottom of the page. 
 

I feel like I’m stuck in the middle in this landlocked country! It is bordered by Libya to the 

north, Sudan to the east, the Central African Republic to the south, Cameroon and Nigeria to 

the southwest and Niger to the west. Due to its distance from the sea and its largely desert 
climate, the country is sometimes referred to as the "Dead Heart of Africa". 
 

Some of the most important African archaeological sites are found here, mainly in the Borkou-
Ennedi-Tibesti Region; some date to earlier than 2,000 BC. The early tribes of this region 

controlled the trans-Saharan trade routes. The region became a crossroads of civilizations. 
  

Recently, the Darfur crisis in Sudan has spilt over the border and destabilized this country, 

with hundreds of thousands of Sudanese refugees living in and around camps in the eastern 
part of this country. The CCCS schools are located in this war torn region.  

Can you name the place I’m teaching? Where in the world is this CCCS country found?
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