
 
 

BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH COMMUNITY  
518 W. State St., Grand Island, NE  68801     308-384-0532    Website:  blsachurch.net     E-Mail:  bscc_1@msn.com 

 

Sunday, March 6, 2011 
9th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  
In this Sunday's Gospel reading, 
Jesus explains how to be a true 
disciple: Do the will of the 
Father. Act upon what you've 
learned from Jesus. 
 
Jesus constantly speaks to us 
through the scriptures and the 
teachings of the Church, but we 
cannot afford to be merely 
hearers of the Word; our 
salvation depends on being 
doers of the Word. If we claim to have faith in 
Jesus, but we do not do what He has taught us to 
do, then we are merely saying "Lord, Lord" ï we 
are not following our Lord to heaven. 

 
As Jesus points out, if we take action, first by 
integrating the truths of God's kingdom into our 
daily lives, and then by making a difference in the 
world, we will be able to withstand any storm, any 
persecution, and any trial, even when our actions 
stir up the storm. Why? Because we are living in 
Christ's death and resurrection; we are living in His 
power; and we are living in His strength, which 
overcame the world. 

 
When we fail to let the teachings of Jesus transform 
us, what happens when our lives are flooded by 
troubles? The trials destroy us ï they destroy our 
peace, our joy, our awareness that God is loving 
us, and probably much more. When we try to 
survive  these storms  without unifying  ourselves to 

Christ, things only get worse or ï at 
best ï the calming influence of 
Christ's peace gets delayed. 
 

And if we fail to take the teachings 
of Jesus into the world around us, 
the blowing winds of immorality 
and dysfunction and abuses 
continue to destroy others; we 
contribute to their demise by our 
inaction. That's not the path to 
heaven! It's the mortal (i.e., spirit-

killing, love-destroying) sin of apathy. 
 

In order to be resurrected into heaven after we die, 
we have to first go to the cross with Jesus by caring 
enough about others to stand up against the evils 
that we witness. 
 

Storms will rage because of what we do for Christ, 
and with Christ, but we will not collapse. In fact, we 
will grow stronger and holier! 
 

Reflect & Discuss: 
 

À What storm are you living through right now? 
What is changing within you as a result of this 
storm? Is it leading you to greater holiness? 
 

À Describe a past storm in your life and explain how 
it changed you. How has this enhanced your life? 
 

À How has this storm enhanced your ministry to 
others? 

                                   
 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
 

Sun., March 6  

Deut 11:18, 26-28, 

32 

Ps 31:2-4, 17, 25 

Romans 3:21-25, 

28 

Matthew 7:21-27 

 

 

Mon., March 7 

Sts. Perpetua and 

Felicity 

Tobit 1:3; 2:1a-8  

Ps112:1b-6 

 Mark 12:1-12 

 

 

 

Tues., March 8 

Tobit 2:9-14 

Ps 112:1-2, 7-9 

Mark 12:13-17 

 

 

 

 

 

Wed., March 9 

Ash Wednesday 

Joel 2:12-18              

Ps 51:3-6ab,  

12-14, 17 

2 Cor 5:20-6:2 

Matt 6:1-6, 16-18 

 

 

Thurs., March 10 

Deut 30:15-20 

Ps 1:1-4, 6 

Luke 9:22-25 

 

 

 

 

 

Fri., March 11 

  Isaiah 58:1-9  

 Ps 51:3-6, 18-19  

Matt 9:14-15 

 

 

 

 

 

Sat., March 12 

Isaiah 58:9-14 

Ps 86:1-6 

Luke 5:27-32 
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            Hello, Church!  This next week, we 
begin Lent.  Lent is a time in the Church 
year when we are called to do things a 
little differently so that we might grow 
closer to Christ.  Lent is a time to turn 
toward Christ and grow in the image and 
likeness of Christ.  Lent is a time when 

we add or subtract so that we may be in touch with 
Christ on a deeper level.  The hope is that the personal 
adjustments, changes and growth we experience during 
Lent will be lasting. 
     An interesting thing.  A teenager that I know got on 
facebook today and announced to the world that during 
Lent, in her life, there will be no facebook.  Wow!!  This 
is a scenario that I would not have imagined a few years 
ago.  I think there is a lesson here.  We must always look 
ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ άǎǘǳŦŦέ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻur story, 
and ask ourselves, what do we need to do with the 
άǎǘǳŦŦέ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǳƴŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
Christ who calls us to follow Him. 
     Please stay aware of what is going on around our 
Parish during Lent.  Keep your newsletter, bulletin and 
Parish website close at hand these days.  There is much 
going on. 
                        Peace, Fr. Todd 

 

 
                                                          

 

Weekend Mass Schedule 

Saturday ï 5:30 p.m. 

Sunday ï 7:45 a.m., 10:00 a.m. & Noon 
 

Weekday Mass Schedule  

Monday ï 7:00 a.m. 

Tuesday ï 12:05 p.m. 

Ash Wednesday ï 7:00 a.m., 12:05 p.m.,  

5:30 p.m. & 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday & Friday ï 7:00 a.m. & 12:05 p.m. 

Saturday, Geer-Sterne Chapel ï 9:00 a.m. 
 

Reconciliation 

Wednesdays ï 11:30 a.m.-Noon 

Saturdays ï 10:30-11:30 a.m.  

or by appointment 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray for the following parishioners who are 

currently serving in the military:  

Fr. Richard Piontkowski     Fr. Alex Borzych      

Jason Sands     Joshua Starr     Adam Ferris     

 Levi Walz     Anna Kelley   Jake Roush      

Tom Ruvalcaba    Joe Haag     Jacob Ambroz      

Heather Rempe     Chad Brown     Steven Schwartz     

Jeff Bellamy     Kelly Stahlnecker     Jason Muhle     

Kevin Nowka     Eric Mohnike      Bryan Hulit 
 

Please remember the following individuals 

in your prayers, who are experiencing 

serious health problems/issues: 

Fran Darwin     Julie Bombeck           

Anna Blake     Genevieve Merrick     Betty Riese      

Clara Silver     Abel Vasquez     Ray Neville  

Scott Miller     John Pedrosa, Sr.    Leonard Hupf       

Garnette Dilla     Crystal Radke        

Adeline Kutschkau     Larry Wirth            

Don Jarzynka      Anna Stenka     Marion Schutte      

Lori Walz     Dorothy Radke     Bill Meister      

Helen Klingenberg     Lucile Koch     Leisa Gracia          

Kristine Bussinger    Cathy Waterman      

Elna Gappa     Kalyn Rodriguez     Beata Moore      

John Meister     Peter Wissing      Rosetta Reimers       
 

Let us know if you, or an immediate family member, are 

experiencing a serious health issue and wish to be 

included on this list. 
 

Blessed Sacrament Preschool Registrations for the 

2011-2012 School Year are now available.  You may 

pick up a Registration Form in the Gathering Area, 

Parish Office, Preschool Office, or go to our website, 

blsachurch.net, under the tab Preschool ï Registration. 
 

WEEKDAY MASS  
& INTENTIONS SCHEDULE  

Monday, March 7, 7:00 a.m. ï Tom Moroney, Sr. 

Tuesday, March 8, 12:05 p.m.  ï Ray Bunde 

 Wednesday, March 9, 7:00 a.m. ï George Zabka 

Wednesday, March 9, 12:05 p.m. ï  

Walkowiak Family 

Wednesday, March 9, 5:30 p.m. ï 

Albert & Betty Dvorak 

Wednesday, March 9, 7:00 p.m. ï Parish Family 

Thursday, March 10, 7:00 a.m. ï Hubert Horacek  

Thursday, March 10, 12:05 p.m. ï Robert E. Lee 

Friday, March 11, 7:00 a.m. ï Anna Marie Hulick 

Friday, March 11, 12:05 p.m. ï Joyce Krolikowski 

Saturday, March 12, 9:00 a.m. ï Mary Ann Peard 

(Geer-Sterne Chapel) 
 

Saturday, March 12, 5:30 p.m. ï Shirley Grudzinski 

Sunday, March 13, 7:45 a.m. ï  

Alfred & Mary Labenz 

Sunday, March 13, 10:00 a.m. ï Parish Family 

Sunday, March 13, 12:00 p.m. ï Dick Stalker 

 

OUR GIFTS OF TREASURE 
February 26/27, 2011 

 

Adult Envelopes             $ 8,305.50 
Plate                          388.00 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ                            64.25 
Renovation                          547.00 

 

DIOCESAN APPEAL 
    Our Goal              $92,052.00 
    Pledged to Date (75)                               15,105.00 
    Received to Date                                     10,520.00   

 
 
 



 

 

THIS WEEKôS ACTIVITIES 
Sunday, 3/6       10:00 a.m. - Childrenôs Celebration 

        11:10-11:40 a.m. - Youth Choir  

   Practice 
                      

Monday, 3/7       5:30 p.m. - Yoga 
                         

Tuesday, 3/8       6:30 a.m. - Menôs Early Morning 

                Tuesday Group 

        10:45 a.m. - Yoga 

        1:00 p.m. ï Quilting 

        7:00 p.m. - Catholic Daughters 

        7:00 p.m. - AA & Alanon Meetings 

        7:00 p.m. - Adult Choir Practice 

        7:00 p.m. - Baptism Preparation  

   Class 

        7:30 p.m. - Charismatic Prayer  

   Meeting 
   

Wednesday, 3/9      Ash Wednesday 

        7:00 a.m. - Mass 

      10:30 a.m. - Scripture Study 

      12:05 p.m. - Mass 

      5:00-7:30 p.m. - K.C. Fish Dinner 

      5:30 p.m. - Mass 

      7:00 p.m. - Mass         
         

Thursday, 3/10        1:00 p.m. - Quilting 

        6:15 p.m. - Yoga 
 

Friday, 3/11       10:00 a.m. - Yoga 

        7:00 p.m. - Evening Vespers &  

Stations of the Cross 
 

Sunday, 3/13       10:00 a.m. - Childrenôs Celebration 

        11:10-11:40 a.m. - Youth Choir 

   Practice        
        

 
 

Welcomed into the Christian 

Community through Baptism: 

ADDISON GRACE, 

daughter of 

Wade & Jennifer (Miller) Carraher; 

                    WESTON GAGE, 

                   son of 

                       Kevin & Heather (Layher) Schulte 
 

Baptism Preparation Class:  Tuesday, March 8, 7:00 

p.m., Family Room.  Parents and godparents are asked to 

attend, either prior to the birth of a child or shortly 

thereafter. 
 

Catholic Daughters Court Queen of Peace #2227:  

Tuesday, March 8, 7:00 p.m., North Breakout Room. 
 

Sunset Group:  Just a reminder, that due to Ash 

Wednesday, Sunset will meet on March 16, after the 

12:05 p.m. Mass.  Sign-up sheets can be found in the 

Gathering Area after all Masses next weekend.  

 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS FORMATION NEWS  
× The Banana Tree, located in the west gathering 

area, features needed items that you can contribute 

to the Going Bananas for Jesus youth rally to be held 

in Grand Island the weekend of April 1-3, 2011.  

Simply pick a banana from the tree and bring your 

donated item to the church and place in the basket 

located by the tree.  Monetary donations are very 

much needed, as well.  Money donations should be 

dropped off at the Parish Office, rather than left in 

the basket.  Thanks for your help and support with 

this project! 

× Support Our Young Neighbors in Action Mission 

Trip, purchase stock in our young people to help 

fund this trip to Chicago.  Each share of stock costs 

$10.00.  You may purchase as many shares as youôd 

like.  We will have a stockholdersô meeting when 

our youth return from Chicago this summer so that 

they can report back to you their experiences.  

Contact Deb Wetzel at 395-8521 for more 

information. 

× Ash Wednesday, March 9.  No formal Religious 

Formation classes for preschool through 11
th
 grade 

students.  However, this is not a night off from class.  

All students are expected to participate by attending 

Mass. 

× 4
th
 Grade Private Reconciliation, March 13, 2:00 

p.m., church.  All students and parents must attend.  

Party following with dessert and piñatas. 

× Rite of Election, Monday, March 14, 7:00 p.m., 

church.  All catechumens and candidates enrolled in 

the R.C.I.A. process should attend with their 

sponsors.  Everyone should meet in the Jubilee 

Center at 6:30 p.m. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY   

March 9, 2011 
 

      Mass Schedule: 

      7:00 a.m., 12:05 p.m., 5:30 p.m.  

& 7:00 p.m. 
 

Liturgical sign-up sheets are in the Gathering Area.  

Please sign-up!!! 
 

     During Lent (beginning March 10), we will have 

daily Masses (Monday-Friday) at 7:00 a.m. 

 & 12:05 p.m.  
 

 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  

FISH DINNER 
 

Ash Wednesday ï March 9 

5:00-7:30 p.m. in the Jubilee Center 

Everyone welcome!! 

 

 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+for+baptisms
http://www.faithclipart.com/image/face-receiving-ashes.html


To help you understand the importance of the Saint John's Bible, here are a few rather interesting 

facts: 

Á The bible is being written by hand and illustrated by a team of calligraphers and artists; 

this is a project that has not been undertaken in about 500 years.  

Á The Saint John's Bible is separated into seven volumes, each two feet by three feet in 

size. Once completed, each bound volume will weigh as much as 35 pounds, with a 

combined weight of more than 165 pounds. 

Á The illumination of the bible began in 2000; if it stays on schedule, it will be finished 

next fall. That's eleven years of work.  

Á Pope Benedict XVI, upon seeing a completed volume of the Saint John's Bible, called it 

"a work for eternity."  

 

 

Catholic Relief Services ï You are Invited!  
As we begin our Lenten journey, you are invited to 

participate in Catholic Relief Servicesô Operation Rice 

Bowl.  Throughout Lent, we will pray, fast, learn and 

give, as a way to reach out in solidarity with our brothers 

and sisters around the world.  Please be sure to take 

home a Rice Bowl packet and follow this simple, yet 

powerful, Lenten practice.  Visit orb.crs.org for 

additional resources to use at home. 
 

Beginning the first Tuesday of Lent, 

Blessed Sacrament is hoping to begin a 

program to welcome back Catholics who 

have been away from the Church.  There 

will be six sessions covering various 

topics, from the Churchôs teaching on annulment, to 

changes that have occurred since Vatican II.  Prior to the 

sessions beginning, we need to be able to contact people 

to invite them back.  This weekend, we will again be 

placing postcards in the pews.  If you know of someone 

who might be open to coming back to the Church, we 

are asking you to fill in the information requested on the 

postcard and place it in the collection basket.  Thank you 

in advance for your assistance with this ministry. 

Sister Clarice  

 

How about trying something a little 

different for Lent?  There will be an 

opportunity for 50 people to be part 

of small faith sharing groups for 

Lent and Easter.  The parish will be 

furnishing meeting guides from the ñGathered in His 

Nameò series:  Lent and Easter.  This series informs, as 

well as encourages, us to embrace our faith and its rich 

tradition.  The Lent and Easter guide explores the life-

giving dimensions of the seasons of Lent and Easter.  

Each guide consists of reflections, spiritual exercises, 

and a variety of suggestions to help small groups interact 

and grow together.  Sign-up sheets are in the Gathering 

Area.  If you have any questions, stop me after Mass and 

ask. 

Sister Clarice   
 

PARISH THRIFT STORE   
4

th
 & Eddy Streets 

Gross Sales, 2/26/11 - $792.21 
 

Donations are accepted Mondays, Fridays & Saturdays, 

from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
 

If you are interested in helping at the Thrift Store,  

please call Maureen at 384-1521,  

Connie at 384-5508, or the Thrift Store at 398-3443. 
 

Food Pantry:  Thanks to all of you who 

have given so generously to the Food 

Pantry.  We are in need of:  jelly, tuna, milk 

(canned or powdered), canned fruit and 

soups.   Again, a most sincere Thank You! 

 

 

NOTES FROM THE PARISH NURSE 
     March is a big month for national health observances 

in the United States.  Raising awareness for the 

prevention of diseases and working to find cures is the 

main purpose of such observances.  I will address some 

of these observances during this month. 

     Colon Cancer Awareness:  Of cancers that affect both 

men and women, colorectal cancer is the second leading 

cancer killer in the United States.  The exact cause of 

most colorectal cancers is not yet known.  About 70% of 

colorectal cancers occur in people with no known risk 

factors.  Some conditions that may increase a personôs 

risk include having:  1) A personal or family history of 

colorectal polyps or colorectal cancer; and 2) A genetic 

syndrome.  If you are age 50 or older, get tested 

regularly.  All it takes is a visit to your doctor to have a 

screening exam done.  You may need to get tested before 

age 50, if colon cancer runs in your family.  How often 

you get screened will depend on your risk for colorectal 

cancer.  Your doctor can help you decide which test is 

right for you, and how often you need to get screened.  

Most people can stop getting screened after age 75.  Talk 

with your doctor. 
 

I thought Iôd let people know 

whatôs coming up next in the Adult Enrichment world.  

During the six weeks of Lent, we will be doing 

something called Visio Divina.  It is a form of reflective 

scripture study/faith sharing using passages and 

illuminations from the St. Johnôs Bible.  I have reflection 

guides ordered for 20 people total.  Sign up now.  

Preference will be given to those who have participated 

in this past session of Adult Enrichment. 

                                                         Sister Cla rice   

 

To help you understand the importance 

of the Saint Johnôs Bible, here are a 

few rather interesting facts: 

¶ The bible is being written by hand 

and illustrated by a team of 

calligraphers and artists; this is a project that has not 

been undertaken in about 500 years. 

¶ The Saint Johnôs Bible is separated into 7 volumes, 
each 2ô x 3ô in size.  Once completed, each bound 

volume will weigh as much as 35 pounds, with a 

combined weight of more than 165 pounds. 

¶ The illumination of the bible began in 2000; if it 

stays on schedule, it will be finished next fall.  

Thatôs 11 years of work. 

¶ Pope Benedict XVI, upon seeing a completed 

volume of the Saint Johnôs Bible, called it ña work 

for eternity.ò 

Come see a DVD about the St. Johnõs Bible.  The first 
hand written bible commissioned by a Benedictine Abbey 

in 500 years.  The DVD will be shown at  
7:00 p.m. in the North breakout room on 

March 12th and 13th.   
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ANNUAL DIOCESAN APPEAL 2011 
Living Our Faith, Sharing Our Gifts . . . Together 

 

LENT & STEWARDSHIP:  Lent is a special season 

for the Christian steward to center attention on 

conversion, one of the first principles of Christian 

stewardship. It is a time when conversion finds practical 

expression in prayer, fasting and developing habits of 

greater generosity.  Let us pray for the wisdom and 

strength to let go of things that get in the way of our 

relationship with God; for a strengthening of faith; and 

for the grace to see that the poor of the world are not 

strangers, but are our sisters and brothers. 
 

EVENTS HAPPENING ELSEWHERE 
Full -time Parish Secretary at St. Maryôs Cathedral 

Needed:  Interested applicants must have good knowledge of 

Microsoft Office, Excel, Publisher, accounting skills and 

people skills.  Knowledge of Spanish is an added advantage.  

Please pick-up an application at St. Maryôs Parish Office and 

return to:  St. Maryôs Cathedral, Attn: Fr. Joseph Kadaprayil, 

112 S. Cedar, Grand Island, NE  68801. 
 

Grand Island Serra Club Annual Cheese Enchilada 

Dinner:  Friday, March 11, 5:30-7:30 p.m., St. Maryôs 

Cathedral Square.  Cost:  Adults/$6.00; Kids 12 & 

Under/$2.50.  Menu:  cheese enchiladas, rice, beans, chips and 

salsa.  Carry out available:  $15/dozen or $7.50/half dozen.  

For more information, please call 308-384-2353. 
 

Lenten Brown Bag Talks:  St. Maryôs Cathedral will host 

ñLenten Brown Bag Talksò on five Wednesdays during Lent.  

Talks start at 12:10 p.m. and end at approximately 12:50 p.m.  

Enjoy your lunch while being spiritually nourished.  Coffee 

and water will be provided.  Free will offering accepted.  

Speakers and topics are as follows: 

March 16 ï Bishop William Dendinger ï  

ñThe Two Natures of Jesusò 

March 23 ï Fr. Ray Kosmicki ï 

ñJesus in the Desert/Temptationò 

March 30 ï Fr. Bill Kalin ï 

ñEucharistic Adorationò 

April 6 ï Sr. Margaret Proskovec ï 

ñPrinciples of Social Justiceò 

April 13 ï Fr. Jonathan Sorensen ï 

ñChanges in the Roman Missalò 
 

Spirit Catholic Radio presents Bishop Dendinger:  Bishop 

William Dendinger will debut a series of short programs on 

the ñCompendium of the Catechismò on Thursday, March 17, 

at 8:10 a.m. on Spirit 91.5 FM.  The 2-3 minute programs will 

air each weekday at about 8:10 a.m., giving listeners insight 

into the principal mysteries of our Catholic faith. 
 

DCCW Spring Meeting ñChanges in the Liturgyò:  

Saturday, March 19, Blessed Sacrament Church.  Registration:  

10:30-11:00 a.m.; Mass:  11:00 a.m.; Luncheon:  Noon; and 

Business Meeting:  1:45-2:45 p.m.  Speaker:  Kathy Hahn 

from the Chancery Office.  Cost:  $8.00.  For reservations, 

please call Barb Jones at 384-8032. 
   
Catholics Encounter Christ Weekend:  March 18-20, Camp 

Comeca, Cozad.  For more information, or to request a 

registration form, please contact Fr. Paul Colling at 308-324-

4648 (stanns@cozadtel.net), Nancy Willis at 308-836-2692, or 

Kathy Lewis at 308-381-7206 (lewis@kdsi.net). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CENTRAL CATHOLIC NEWS 
ü If you were not able to make the Student Information Day 

and Parentsô Meetings hosted for families looking at 

attending GICC during the next school year, we invite 

you to call for an information packet; make arrangements 

for a school campus tour; or even schedule a day or half-

day so that your student(s) can visit while school is in 

session.  For more information, please call 384-2440.  See 

all the great things Central Catholic has to offer.  We 

believe that you will be pleased with what you find out 

and experience.  Come join us! 

ü Dust off the old shoes and gather the team for the Annual 

Basketball Tournament to be held on March 13.  Check 

the GICC Development Foundation website 

(centralcatholic-development.com) for more information. 

ü After the Alumni Tournament, all are invited to bring the 

Crusader fans, young and old, for a Celebration of 

Crusader Basketball on March 13, 6:00 p.m., in the  

Blessed Sacrament Jubilee Center.  All are welcome to 

join us! 

ü Central Catholic Fine Arts Department presents the 

classic musical ñBrigadoonò on March 25 and 26 at 7:30 

p.m., and March 27 at 2:00 p.m., on Central Catholicôs 

Mainstage.  Tickets are $8.00/Adults and $5.00/Students, 

and they are available at Skagway (North & South), U-

Save, Ronôs Music, and at the Central Catholic Office.  

ü Karnival Kapers:  March 20, 2011.  If you would like to 

volunteer your time to help, please call Marcia Lee at 

380-1220.  Salads, cakes and baked goods are needed, as 

well as small bottles for sand art.  Carry-out and delivery 

dinners are also available.  For more information, please 

call 384-2440.   

 
 

 9th Sunday of Ordinary Ti me 
      Talk about taking things literally.  Moses told the people 
to hold so fast to the Word of God that it would be bound at 
their wrists and on their foreheads, and still today the 
Orthodox Jewish Man prepares for prayer by binding actual 
little boxes at his wrist and forehead, with tiny scrolls from 
the book of Deuteronomy inside them.  These phylacteries 
have served as prayer companionsɂCatholics would call 
them sacramentalsɂsince at least the time of Christ (Mt. 
23:5).  They signify that the wearer has taken the Word of 
God into his heart and soul. 
     What would it be like if we Catholics wore our faith on our 
sleeves like that?  Of course, there are a few outward signs of 
our inward faith.  We place a crèche on the lawn during the 
Christmas season and wear ashes on our foreheads at the 
start of Lent. 
     These are signs to the outside world (and reminders to 
ourselves) that we are indelibly marked by Christ.  But, my 
friend Vincente, asked me a great question the other day:  
Ȱ7ÈÙ ÄÏÎȭÔ ×Å #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃÓ ÍÁËÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÏÆ Á ÍÁÒË ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ 
than we do?  Why do we absorb the culture so much and 
correct the culture so little?  Why are we proud that, after a 
lifetime of Catholic formation, we can go out into the 
workplace and blend in so well that no one would ever guess 
ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ #ÁÔÈÏÌÉÃȩȱ 
     How unsettling to wonder if, after a lifetime of lukewarm 
ȰfÁÃÅ ÔÉÍÅȱ ÉÎ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȟ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÍÅ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔ ÁÔ ÏÕÒ 
deaths, and He will say:  Ȱ) ÎÅÖÅÒ ËÎÅ× ÙÏÕȢȱ 
 

What do you think is an authentic outward 
 sign of your faith? 

Kathy McGovern 2011                       www.thestoryandyou.com 
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