
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR . . . 
           Hello Church!!  Itôs Lent.  Lent is often called the ñRetreatò for the Church.  This is a time to shift 
gears and let our senses experience something different.  From the gritty ashes of Ash Wednesday, 
to the hysterical cries of crucify him . . . Lent and Holy Week, I hope, will be a time of greater 
awareness and growth in faith for us all.  When we feel the joy of Easter resurrection, may it be 
because we have grown through Lent and had an experience of new life in our faith story. 
     Please be sure to take advantage of the many opportunities that are available at Blessed 
Sacrament Parish.  Watch the Parish Calendar, Bulletin and Website for information.  In particular, I 
would invite everyone in your household to take in all, or part of, our Parish Mission/Retreat with Fr. 
Lou Papes.  It will be wonderful. 
     Have a good Lent.  We need Lent. 
                         Peace,  Fr. Todd 
 

      

 

 

          March 1 st -5th  is òRead Across America Week ,ó and we will invite clergy and staff to read 

their favorite book to the preschoolers.  

     The whole month of March , we are inviting parents to share their musical talents with 

their childõs class.  Parents will be helping us with òMusic in the Schools Mo nth.ó 

       March 8 -12 there will be no Preschool classes , as we will have Spring Break.  

       March 15 -19 is Poison Prevention Week.  During this week, teachers will be sharing information with 

the preschoolers about what products are safe and not safe.   

       Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held the week of March 22 -26.  Conferences give parents a 

picture of the growth their child has made since our fall conferences.  

      Thank you for your continued support of the Apple òGivingó tree. 

       Registration for the 2010 -2011 Preschool year is under way.  Registrations may be picked up in the 

lobbies of all the Catholic Churches in Grand Island, in the Preschool Office , or at the web site , 

www.blsachurch.net .   

     Thank you to all who prepared, attended and participated in the Blessed 

Sacrament Preschoolõs 10th  Anniversary Celebration.  From the Mass , with alumni 

servers and giftbearers, to our reception in the Jubilee Center, a great time was 

had by all.  

                    Barb Seier, Director  
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     We are pleased to welcome Barb Klein as our new Music & Liturgy Director. Barb tells us a 
little about herself and family. . .  
     My husband, Rich, and I moved to Grand Island in March 2009 from Buena Vista, Colorado, 
where we had retired to in 2001.  We lived in Seward, Nebraska, for 18 years, and then moved to 
an ŀŎǊŜŀƎŜ ƴŜŀǊ DŀǊƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ мн ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  9ǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƛƴ .ǳŜƴŀ 
Vista, having discovered its amazing beauty and friendly people in 1977.  After working 28 years 
at Goodyear in Lincoln, Rich was offered an early retirement.  So, after 30 years, we realized our 
dream and were on our way to Buena Vista where we had a cabin.  The first summer there, we 

both worked seasonal jobs for the Colorado State Parks, then Rich worked for Car Quest and I worked seven years for 
Collegiate Peaks Realty as Sales Support.  Spring through fall we spent weekends riding ATVs up in the mountains and 
skiing in the winter.    
     wƛŎƘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƻƴ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ нллфΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ bŜōǊŀǎƪŀ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
medical facilities.  We lived in a log cabin at 8,200 feet on five acres outside of Buena Vista, in a high mountain valley, 
with the nearest hospital 40 minutes away.  Rich is doing great now, having received a pacemaker in October of last 
year, and he is starting a new job at Car Quest.  Rich and I have two married daughters, each with a son and daughter.  
Sherri and her family, and my mom, live here in Grand IslandΣ ŀƴŘ !ƴƎƛ Σ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ {ŜǿŀǊŘΦ  LǘΩǎ ǎƻ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƎǊŀƴŘƪƛŘǎΩ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΗ   
     We were members of St. Vincent de Paul in Seward, where I joined the Music Ministry in 1982, having played for 
Mass, weddings and funerals, directed the Youth Choir for four years, and played organ/piano duets with my friend, 
Gloria, for many celebrations and weddings before moving to Buena Vista.  At St. Rose of Lima, I played the organ and 
piano for Masses and lead the Adult Choir.  One of the choir members is a very talented guitar builder and wood carver, 
and a few years ago, he had an autoharp built to his specifications, so I really loved playing with Matt and his autoharp 
at Mass.  I served on the Liturgy Commission for eight years, on Parish Council since 2006, and joined Parish Life in 2008.  
It was hard to leave our friends at St. Rose with so little notice.  Our cabin was first shown (and sold) on February 21, 
2009, we scrambled to find a house in Grand Island, and moved here on March 26!  We had no time to think about what 
we were doing, so we asked God to lead us where He wanted us to be. 
     When we were church shopping, we were very impressed with Blessed Sacrament and the warm welcome we 
received when we attended Mass here.  I feel so very blessed to be a part of the Ministry here and know that we have 
ŦƻǳƴŘ άƘƻƳŜΦέ 

 

Joseph, Husband of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Friday, March 19 

     Imagine the discernment and faith required of St. Joseph to believe the angel, who told him to remain with the 

pregnant girl who claimed to be a virgin!  Imagine the agony of a husband, forced by order of a foreign invader to 

take his pregnant wife on a long and difficult journeyðonly to be unable to find a room for her as she went into labor!  Imagine his 

wonder, holding his son according to the law, yet also the Son of God, and pondering the mysteries unfolding before him.  Imagine the 

anxiety of fleeing with this young Son and his new bride to a strange land, balancing the uncertainties of each day with the immutable 

promises of the Lord. 

     St. Joseph is the second greatest saint in the Catholic Church, after his wife, Mary.  For many, he is the model of a husband, a 

father, and an adorer of the Holy Eucharist. 

     Joseph, as husband and father, are understandable models, but adorer of the Holy Eucharist?  Tradition holds that Joseph died 

before Jesus began His public ministry, long before He gave His disciples the first Eucharist at the Last Supper.  What did Joseph 

know of Jesus being truly present under the form of bread and wine? 

     What Joseph knew was Jesus being truly present under the form of a helpless infant, a toddler, a boy.  We donôt know for certain 

how much Joseph knew, or understood, about the mission of the Incarnation, but he knew Godôs promises to Israel would be fulfilled 

through Him.  As a devout Jew in the line of King David, Joseph knew the messianic promises of the Prophets, and he knew the 

prophecy of the angel to Mary:  ñYou shall conceive and bring forth a son, and name him Jesus.  He shall be great, and shall be called 

the Son of the most High.  The Lord God shall give to Him the throne of David his father, and He shall reign in the house of Jacob 

forever.  Of His kingdom, there shall be no end.ò 

     Such a great promise!  Such a tiny baby!  Such faith, to accept them both.  In doing so, Joseph was a sign of those to some 

Christians throughout the centuries who have looked and seen bread and wine, yet accepted the presence of the Body and Blood, Soul 

and Divinity. of the Lord Jesus Christ.  In the form of an infant, as in the form of bread, Jesus emptied Himself of His majesty, took on 

the humblest and commonest of cloaks to conceal His glory, and gave His grace to the humble and faithful to approach, believe, and 

adore. 
  

     

      



      

 
THE ANNUNCIATION 

OF THE LORD 
 

Thursday, March 25 
 

 
ñSomehow she murmured a óyesô and  
with that the lightôs love and life  

pierced her heart and lodged in her womb.ò 

 
     The feast of the Annunciation goes back to the 
fourth or fifth century. Its central focus is the 
Incarnation: God has become one of us. From all 
eternity God had decided that the Second Person 
of the Blessed Trinity should become human. Now, 
as Luke 1:26-38 tells us, the decision is being 
realized. The God-Man embraces all humanity, 
indeed all creation, to bring it to God in one great 
act of love. Because human beings have rejected 
God, Jesus will accept a life of suffering and an 
agonizing death: ñNo one has greater love than 
this, to lay down oneôs life for oneôs friendsò (John 
15:13).  
     Mary has an important role to play in Godôs plan. 
From all eternity God destined her to be the mother 
of Jesus and closely related to Him in the creation 
and redemption of the world. We could say that 
Godôs decrees of creation and redemption are 
joined in the decree of Incarnation. Because Mary 
is Godôs instrument in the Incarnation, she has a 
role to play with Jesus in creation and redemption. 
It is a God-given role. It is Godôs grace from 
beginning to end. Mary becomes the eminent figure 
she is, only by Godôs grace. She is the empty 
space where God could act. Everything she is, she 
owes to the Trinity.   
     She is the virgin-mother who fulfills Isaiah 7:14 
in a way that Isaiah could not have imagined. She 
is united with her son in carrying out the will of God 
(Psalm 40:8-9; Hebrews 10:7-9; Luke 1:38).   
     Together with Jesus, the privileged and graced 
Mary is the link between heaven and earth. She is 
the human being who best, after Jesus, exemplifies 
the possibilities of human existence. She received 
into her lowliness the infinite love of God. She 
shows how an ordinary human being can reflect 
God in the ordinary circumstances of life. She 
exemplifies what the Church, and every member of 
the Church, is meant to become. She is the 
ultimate product of the creative and redemptive 
power of God. She manifests what the Incarnation 
is meant to accomplish for all of us. 

 
ñJesus healed and then 

challenged those who 

followed him to do the 

same.ò 

Fr. Todd Philipsen 

 

     It is most appropriate that Blessed Sacrament 

encourage CPR training.  Having folks prepared and 

able to begin CPR, and use an AED, can make a 

lifesaving difference when seconds count. 

     If you are interested in learning the ñBasics of 

CPR in One Hour,ò we will be having another class 

on March 30, at 7:00 p.m., in Room 12.  For more 

information, or to register, please call Sharon 

Osentowski at 384-0532, Ext. 211.  

 

 

 

 
 

Communal Penance Services:  Sunday, March 28, 

7:00 p.m., at Blessed Sacrament; Monday, March 

29, 7:00 p.m., at St. Leoôs; Tuesday, March 30, 7:00 

p.m. at Resurrection; and Wednesday, March 31, 

7:00 p.m., at St. Maryôs Cathedral. 

 

Seder Meal:  Holy Thursday, April 1, 6:00-7:30 

p.m., Jubilee Center. 

 

Holy Week Schedule:   

      Holy Thursday, April 1 ï 8:00 p.m., Mass of the 

 Last Supper 

      Good Friday, April 2 ï 12:05 p.m., Veneration 

 & Communion 

      Holy Saturday, April 3 ï 8:00 p.m., Easter Vigil 

      Easter Sunday, April 4 ï Masses at 7:45 a.m.,  

 10:00 a.m. & Noon 

 

Red Cross Bloodmobile:  April 9, 12:30-5:30 p.m., 

Jubilee Center.   

 

Womenôs Spring Thing:   Tuesday, April 27, 6:00-

8:30 p.m., Jubilee Center.  Speaker:  Ellen Soukup.  

Topic:  ñGiving Your Gifts To God.ò  

 

Ascension Thursday Retreat Morning:  
Thursday, May 13, 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., Jubilee 

Center.  Speaker:  Fr. James Schmitt.  Topic:  ñWe 

Shall Rise Again.ò 
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