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I. My Foundation:  Verses 1-2

· Your Christian life from beginning to end is rooted in God. 

· Therefore know that no hardship you undergo as “elect exiles” is a surprise to God.  Your troubles are not meaningless, stupid, or happen haphazardly they are all part of the loving plan and wisdom of God.  

· God has chosen you, the Holy Spirit is sanctifying you, and Jesus is covering you with his blood.   Life is from him through him and for him.

II. My Hope:  Verses 3-5

· Hebrews 6:11, Psalm 42:5, 1 Peter 1:13
· What is biblical hope?  It is full assurance not uncertain desire.  This hope is an eager expectation of the life to come based on the resurrection of Christ.  Biblical hope is not uncertain desire it is confident expectation!  

· Salvation is due to God’s great mercy, grace and sovereignty.  God gives sinners a new life; He gives sinners a living hope.  God raised Christ from the dead, He promises an indestructible inheritance and God is keeping and guarding that inheritance.  

III. My Joy:  Verses 6-9

· Our hope and joy is grounded in who we are in God.  We have a great and fail safe future to look forward to beyond all troubles.  
· Key phrases:  “If necessary”, “So That”.  God has a purpose even if it is unknown to us.

· Why Trials?  So that our grief and trials prove the genuineness of our faith.  Trials burn away any impurities in our faith.  What is left when a trial has ended is purified genuine faith more precious than gold.  

· Although we may not see him, feel he is far away, experience pain, unknown, grief and encounter trials.  We can rejoice saying my “hope is in God”.  My hope is in the truths that God will sustain me and God will guard me and God will protect me and God will grow me and God will cover me through the blood of his son.  

