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Psalm 84:5-12 

“I’d Rather be a Doorkeeper”
“For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.  I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.”

Blessed are those that dwell in your house

Psalm 84:1-4

The Psalmist with confidence said “Blessed are those who dwell in the house of the Lord”.  Blessed because of the assurance he had that God is all powerful, fulfills His promises and works all things for our good and His glory.  The Psalmist never wanted to leave that kind of security because he recognized his great need!  He knew nothing compares to living in the true knowledge of God.  He knew his soul was in great care.  Through Christ we are given a place of safety and rest for our souls.

Blessed are those whose strength is in you

Psalm 84:5-9

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 6 As they go through the Valley of Baca they make it a place of springs; the early rain also covers it with pools.  7 They go from strength to strength; each one appears before God in Zion.  8 O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob! Selah 9 Behold our shield, O God; look on the face of your anointed!

The second picture we get is that the Psalmist strength is in God and not himself!  The Psalmist knows there is direction in his life that there is an end goal.  True knowledge of God sets us on a path and gives us direction.
Romans 8:37

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
Psalm 23:4

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

Philippians 4:12-13

12 I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13 I can do all things through him who strengthens me.

The Psalmist realizes the blessings of the Christian life are great but they are the greatest in times of need and trouble.
One Day
Psalm 84:10

For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.  I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.

The Psalmist so loved and saw God for whom he was that he desired the lowest task of service in the house of God to any gain he might have elsewhere.  

Blessed are those who trust in the Lord

Psalm 84:11-12

11 For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor.  No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly.  12 O Lord of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you!

Psalms 84… blessed are those who dwell in your house, blessed are those whose strength is in you, and blessed are those who trust in you!  Nothing in this world can compare to a life lived in Christ!  Why would I even want to think about being anywhere else?  He never fails, falters and always fulfills his promises!

